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A Conversation with Wade Davis 
and Simone John

Alex DiBlAsi ’19
On January 21, the Governor’s 
Academy observed the life of Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr. with a day 
filled of inspirational speakers, 
empowering conversations, and 
bridge-building training sessions. 
Wade Davis, former NFL player 
and current inclusion consultant, and 
Simone John, poet and educator, 
engaged the Governor’s community 
with their thoughts on how we can 
solve today’s social issues and help 
create Dr. King’s vision of a “Beloved 
Community.” During the day, I had 
the opportunity to speak with Mr. 
Davis and Ms. John regarding some 
of America’s pressing social issues.

The Governor – Gillette’s new 
commercial, “The Best Men Can 
Be,” addresses toxic masculinity 
like your Ted Talk did. What are 
your thoughts on commercial 
advertising finally taking 
responsibility for how it depicts 
proper masculine behavior?

WADe DAvis – “Oh, you asked 
me a question that I have feelings 
about. So if I’m being honest with 
you right, I’m skeptical. Because if I 
were to look at Gillette’s board, [and] 
if I was to look at Gillette’s senior 
leadership, I would imagine I would 
find a lot of men. I imagine I would 
find a lot of white men. And it makes 
me nervous—that is this campaign 
genuine or is it taken advantage of a 

moment in time where these issues 
are talkable, and they are trying to 
make money off of it? My hope is that 
they are not and that they are doing 
this from a very genuine place, but 
I worry that that is not true. From 
a public-facing stand they’re taking 
an issue. But if you look internally 
on their company, does that match? 
Because toxic masculinity also looks 
like you have an entire organization 
that is run by men, so there is no 
distance for me. The commercial 
itself, that question, I’m proud of 
them for taking a stand and I wish 
that more companies would do that 
both internally and externally.”

Your talks mainly gravitate 
around changing society’s 
homophobic, sexist, and 
racist tendencies. Until that 
happens, what do you think 
one’s personal responsibility 
for dealing with his/her own 
gender identity issues is? How 
can they help themselves?

WD – “In order to deal with all these 
isms right, we have to first own they 
happen. So I have to own that I am 
sexist. Someone else has to own that 
they are racist so I think we have to 
take responsibility for ourselves first. 
I think for someone struggling with 
their sexual orientation or gender 
identity, I really think that you 
need to find places where you feel 
supported. You have to find just one 
person, there is one person out there, 
where you need to find the courage 

to be more of yourself with and know 
they will be more supportive of you.”

In your collection of poems, 
Testify, you address the 
darkness of police brutality 
against African-Americans. 
How do you think this has 
affected the mental health of the 
black community?

simone John – “That is such a great 
question and science is answering 
that, right. People have started to 
measure the impact, not necessarily 
of police brutality specifically, but 
of being a black person living in 
an oppressive system. So we know 
things like a black woman’s cells are 7 
years older, like they’re aged beyond 
someone’s literal age because of the 
stress. We know that black people die 
younger; they die younger because of 
the stress of living in these oppressive 
systems, so it’s not specific to police 
violence, but we know that there are 
literally health impacts to living with 
all this systemic inequity.”

Being an African-American 
woman, you not only deal with 
racism, but with sexism as 
well. Is one harder to navigate 
around than the other? How 
do you address those issues 
and keep moving forward in a 
positive direction?

sJ – “For that, I mean I would point 
back to Wade’s remarks earlier 
about intersectionality; that it is so 
connected that it is hard to parse. If 
someone treats me a way that isn’t 
equitable or is rude, I can’t decipher, 
is it because I’m black, is it because 
I’m a woman, is it because I am 
queer. It is not possible to parse 
that, so it’s hard to say which one is 
playing out in any given situation. 
But part of how I am able to work 
with that is that I think about work 
like this; being in spaces like the 

Governor’s Academy and having 
conversations with people about it, 
thinking about the work my poetry 
does in the world, how art can be 
a tool to help people recognize 
and deepen their understanding. 
And the work of my day job, doing 
racial equity work and coming to 
organizations ‘how can we be better’, 
‘how can we do more of what we say 
we’re going to do’, ‘how can we better 
align with who we know we want 
to be’ and that gives me hope; even 
though it’s hard, that gives me lots of 
hope.” 

The day’s thought provoking 
discussions surely bring us closer to 
Dr. King’s hope of people building 
bridges and breaking barriers. If we 
continue to have these open 
conversations, we will ultimately 
achieve the social tolerance needed 
for King’s “Beloved Community.” 

The Governor

Simone John (left), Wade Davis (right), Dean 
of Multicultural Education Eddie Carson 
(center). COMMUNICATIONS OFFICE.

Martin Luther King Jr. Day guest speakers comment 
on social justice issues.

Academy Grapplers off to a Great Season
SPORTS

CrisTiAn DiBlAsi ’22
  The Governor’s Wrestling Team is 
off to a winning start. As the team 
enters the mid-season point, their 
record is 9-2. With Mr. Matt Hunt 
returning as head coach, Mr. Rod 
McLain joining as assistant coach, 
Kristoff Burrell ’19 and Albert Cha 
’19 guiding the team as captains, 
and several newcomers, this co-ed 
team is making other New England 
wrestling squads nervous. Governor’s 
43-42 nail biter win over Middlesex 
certainly gives other teams reason to 
be.
  “Team work-ethic is through the 
roof. We’ve had the conditioning 
edge in the vast majority of our 

matches. Our dodgeball is steadily 
improving,” said Coach Hunt.
  Even though they have suffered 
some disappointments in the lineup, 
they are pushing forward as a team. 

Some wrestlers had to leave their 
comfort zone by moving up or down 
weight classes in order to help 
the team get the win. With quick 
pins from the lightweight siblings, 

Cara ’21 and Trevor Nugent 
’21, to winning decisions from 
heavyweights like Cam Macro ’20 
to strong mid-weight performers 
like Bejunior Fallon ’21, the 
team’s winning record will surely 
continue.
  The next and final home meet is 
Saturday, February 2. Please stop 
by the wrestling room and 
support the team as they battle 
Nobles, St. Mark’s, and Tabor at 2 
pm. 

Cristian DiBlasi ’22 is a varsity 
wrestler. 

PHOTO PROVIDED BY ALEX DIBLASI ’19. 
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TiAnyu FAnG ’20
  FOr JuniOrs and seniors at the 
Academy, enrolling in an Advanced 
Placement (AP) course often 
means more coursework, higher 
expectations, and extra hours of 
reading on weekends. The hard work 
seems to be worth it—taking college-
level AP courses will embellish your 
college application and sometimes 
help you get a head start on college 
courses—but as the country’s top 
boarding schools began to reevaluate 
the roles of AP courses in their 
curricula, the AP program itself has 
sparked hot debates.
  Phillips Academy Andover, despite 
being one of the three founding 
members of the AP program, retains 
AP courses only in the fields of math 
and science; the other two, Exeter 
and the Lawrenceville School, have 
completely effaced APs from their 
course catalogs. There is a visible 
trend nationwide: eight private 
boarding schools in the Washington-
area issued a joint agreement, 
announcing that they would 
eliminate all AP courses by 2022. 
  What about Governor’s? The 
Academy currently offers more than 

20 courses under the AP framework; 
students enrolled must participate 
in the AP exams at the end of each 
school year. Should we join others 
in phasing out AP courses? I believe 
it is the time for us to start the 
conversation. 
  The AP program was created in 
1952 to allow competent high school 
students to earn credits toward 
college. Nonetheless, while the 
College Board administers hundreds 
of thousands of AP exams annually, 
graduating from college in less than 
four years has become a rarer case. 
Not all colleges will confer credit for 
your senior-year all-nighters—a study 
finds that 86 percent of American 
colleges restrict the use of AP credits, 
with some top universities, including 
Brown University and Dartmouth 
University, not recognizing AP 
credits at all. (Got a 5 on the AP 
World History exam? That will get 
you exactly zero credit at Harvard 
College.)
  The economics behind standardized 
testing has also become a concern. 
Not only do test-takers have to 
pay $94 for each AP exam, the 
College Board also charges a fee 

for delivering their test scores to 
universities—but the matter is more 
than simple math. Studies show that 
AP scores often correlate with the 
test-taker’s socioeconomic and racial 
backgrounds, and while the U.S. 
government has been putting money 
into mitigating this gap, educators 
see little improvement in students’ 
academic abilities.
  Removing AP courses from the 
catalog may not undermine but 
elevate the rigor of the Academy’s 
curricula. Boarding schools that 
moved to phase out AP courses have 
replaced them with “advanced” 
programs which allow for wider 
flexibility in course design, without 
the fetters of the national AP 
framework. This means teachers 
will be able to focus on more 
specific areas as they devise the 
curriculum; rather than rushing 
through the syllabus for the largely 
memorization-based AP exams, 
competent students will be able 
to take deeper dives into specific 
research topics or projects. 
  To colleges, student transcripts will 
not necessarily look worse. Once a 
symbol for academic excellence, AP 
courses are no longer exclusive to the 
overachievers—in fact, about half of 
the student body at Governor’s took 
at least one AP exam in 2018. The 
value of AP courses has fallen sharply 
in the eyes of college admission 
officers because of the lower 
selectivity. Instead, a more rigorous, 
less exam-oriented curriculum, will 
allow colleges to discern a student’s 
genuine interests. 
  This will not deter any student 

from taking the AP exams per se. 
Departments can make case-by-case 
decisions—that is to say, if the AP 
framework remains the best option 
for certain subjects, not all of them 
have to go. Students enrolled in 
non-AP advanced programs may 
still choose to partake in national 
AP exams in May if they wish to, 
although they will not be required to 
do so. 
  Mrs. Elaine White, the academic 
dean, said the Academy currently 
has no plan to completely phase 
out its AP program, although the 
administration has put a lot of 
consideration in the AP courses that 
the Academy chooses to offer. AP 
teachers at Governor’s have also 
designed syllabi that go beyond the 
expectations of AP exams and offer 
original content to students. 
  Nevertheless, students, teachers, 
parents, and administrators should 
pay more attention to the trends 
regarding the AP program. 
Regardless of whether to replace AP 
courses or not, the goal of our 
curriculum should always be 
maximizing the student learning 
experience rather than acquiescing 
for the sake of standardized tests. 

It's 2019. 
Do We Still Need AP Courses?

AP-PEALING NO MORE “Once a symbol for 
academic excellence, 
AP courses are no 
longer exclusive to the 
overachievers.”

louisA PurinTon ’20
 What does it mean to be a young 
man or woman at Govs? What if 
you do not identify as cisgender, or 
you do not fit stereotypical gender 
norms? Does this impact your 
actions while at school? What about 
outside of school? These are the 
questions that the Anti-Defamation 
League is trying to address both 
on and off campus. ADL is a group 
focused on shedding light on social 
justice issues at the Academy, such 
as the issue of unequal treatment 
based on physical attributes 
or characteristics. The goal of 
ADL is to create an environment 
where everyone in the Governor’s 
community feels comfortable being 
themselves. To achieve this goal, 
we facilitate discussions that aim 
to highlight opinions that are not 
always heard.
  During our Fall Forum held on 
December 3, we focused on the 
social issues surrounding gender and 
how we can become a more open 
and inclusive community by asking 

the central question, “what is our 
community’s next step to achieve 
representation and equality?” 
  A group of 25 students and teachers 
came together to discuss just 
that. The general consensus was 
frustration with how the Governor’s 
community is conforming to 
cisgender stereotypes—to girls, it’s 
the discomfort of working out in 
the open weight area, the fear of 
mistakes in the classroom, and the 
feeling of being overpowered by boys 
who are prone to speak their mind; 
to boys, it’s the angst of not fitting 
into the athletic stereotype and the 
fear of judgement that makes them 
unwilling to confront their sexuality. 
  These setbacks constrain our 
community from becoming a place 
that embodies the true spirit of 
Govs—not for self but for others. 
ADL aims to open the doors for new 
perspectives and make Govs an 
accepting environment for everyone 
by continuing the “uncomfortable” 
discussions. 

Continue the “Uncomfortable” Discussions
OPINION

Anti-Defamation League leader Louisa Purinton ’20 
reflects upon gender identities at the Academy.

The diminishing appeal of the AP program.

heAven Jones ’19
  I distinctly remember walking 
out onto the track last spring and 
looking out at all the people who 
showed up to participate in our 
inaugural Relay for Life. I remember 
hearing the crackling of the fire 
and laughter all around. From face 
painting and midnight coffee to 
sunrise yoga and s’mores, there was 
something for everyone.
  Last year former student, Gaele 
Henry ‘18, brought Relay for Life 
to Govs after losing a loved one to 

cancer, and she was able to raise 
about $12,000 for the American 
Cancer Society. Our goal this year is 
to raise $15,000.
  During the event, our community 
took turns taking laps around the 
track for 12 hours where we not 
only raised money, but took time 
to remember lost loved ones, and 
honor survivors.
  You won’t want to miss out on this 
amazing community event, so get a 
team together and sign up. The event 
will be held on April 13th. Stay tuned 
for more information. 

A Community for a Common Cause
“RELAY FOR LIFE”

Relay for Life 2018. GOVERNOR’S ACADEMY STUDENT PHOTOGRAPHY (FACEBOOK).
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rose roBinson ’20
  “Likely, your children, and, 
certainly, your children’s children 
will never see an ash tree,” the forest 
manager tells us. We had been 
taught to recognize ashes among 
other species in the forest, their bark 
furrowed into a distinctly diamond-
like pattern. I look around, finding 
at least six ash trees within sight. 
“The emerald ash borer is going to 
decimate them. Have you guys heard 
of this?” Some of us nod, others 
muttering indistinctly, all of us 
feeling a tinge of guilt at the tone of 
anger in the man’s voice. “Something 
like 99.8% of ash trees are going to be 
killed by the emerald ash borer. That 
means out of a thousand ash trees, 
two are going to survive. And it’s 
happening quickly.” He tells us how 
cities and towns are having ash trees 
near public buildings cut in order to 
prevent imminent damage. “And how 
did it happen?” 
  We’re silent. “It’s an invasive species 
from Asia, right?” I say. 
  “Shipping,” He looks at me and 
nods. “It probably came on some 
pallet from someplace like China. 
These wooden pallets are supposed 
to be heat treated so that something 
like this doesn’t happen, but clearly 
somebody skipped that step. Now 
this bug is over here, and the ash 
trees are dying.”

  

He’s gruff, but passionate. We begin 
talking about international trade and 
lumber, sourcing wood from within 
the states, the take of industry and 
the environment.
  Once the fall harvest slowed, we had 
wood crew every week during my 
semester at the Mountain School. My 
group hiked into the campus woods 
every Friday, an axe in one hand and 
a bow saw in the other, each of our 
heads topped with a bright yellow 
hard-hat, sweating beneath our fleece 
layers. In addition to wood crew, we 
went into the woods every week to 
study evidence of agricultural history 
in certain zones. By the end of the 
four months there, we all knew the 
trees well; the forest became like the 
back of our hands.
  “This way,” the manager beckons 
us downhill from where we had been 
standing. He takes us to a beech tree 
covered in ugly bumps and blackish 
craters. “Does anybody know what is 
happening here?”
  Somebody raises their hand. “Beech 
bark disease,” they say. We nod; 
most of us have heard about it in 
conversation with faculty at some 
point. I was setting up a hammock 
for a camping trip, considering tying 
it onto a beech, when my science 
teacher pointed out the disease, this 
tree is pretty seriously damaged, so 

I’d steer clear of it, he told me. And 
being in the forest so regularly, our 
eyes trained to inspect the trees, we 
had all noticed the ugly surface of 
many of the normally smooth gray 
beeches.
  “This disease is also a pretty serious 
problem. It’s been around for a 
while now. You’ve probably all seen 
it walking around in the woods out 
here, in fact we can probably find 
some more trees with it just standing 
here.” He looks around with the 
many years of experience behind his 
eyes and points out four more trees 
within sight, giving us their varying 
degrees of infection. He checks 
his watch, “We only have a couple 
minutes left, but I want to take you 
down to this big, healthy beech down 
here.” He gestures. Before we leave 
he marks a blue X on the diseased 
bark, the sign that a chainsaw can 
take its teeth to it now.
  The beech he shows us is at least 
two feet wide; over a century old. Its 
stubborn branches are still holding 
onto some crinkled, orange-ochre 
leaves, rocking in the wind like gentle 
pendulums. The tree’s impressive 
trunk is a soft gray and lightly 
textured, looking like an elephant 
stomped one leg into the ground and 
it began sprouting leaves. 
  “So are all the beech trees going 
to be gone soon?” Someone asks, 
clearly still thinking of the ash trees. I 
presume most of us are.
  “No, it’s widespread, definitely, but 
less serious than it used to be. And 
some trees have a resistance to the 
disease, like this one. But, thinking 
of the ash trees,” he knew where our 
minds were, “I want to talk to you 
guys about something.
  “Like I said before, your children 
and your children’s children and 
generations after are never going to 

see an ash tree. Has anybody ever 
seen an American chestnut tree 
before? I’m gonna answer before 
you do: you probably haven’t. Why? 
Because the chestnut blight killed 
them all off in the early 1900s. It was 
another problem introduced into the 
U.S. through some type of shipping 
operation, and now there’s no 
American chestnut anymore. In other 
words, we’ve screwed up before, and 
we haven’t learned our lesson. This 
type of thing has happened before, 
and, almost certainly, it will happen 
again. 
  “I’m not saying you should all 
become loggers and forest managers 
or work in the woods of the world 
and try to figure out some of these 
things, that’s just not realistic, 
but you guys are the future. Your 
generation is gonna be the next 
generation of people to be in control 
of things, and I’m just praying you do 
better than we have, and better than 
the people before us have. I know 
you’re coming from good schools, 
prep schools, from all over the place, 
and you’ll be going to good colleges. 
A lot of you are going to be important 
people in business or politics or 
whatever. I’m just saying you guys 
are going to do things and maybe one 
of you will be in the position to avoid 
the next emerald ash borer or the 
next chestnut blight. And even if you 
aren’t, that’s not to say you can’t have 
a say with what happens in the world. 
You can, and I hope you do.”
  We stand in solemn silence, 
understanding the human role in the 
natural order of things; our ability 
to upset the delicate balance of the 
world. The sense of thought is so 
close to palpable—a sense as if we’re 
all standing in silence to honor the 
American chestnut, the ash trees 
soon to be gone, or that single beech, 
its damaged bark emblazoned with 
blue. 
  We touch the tree’s preciously 
smooth bark, look up at its healthy, 
wide crown, and marvel at the 
tremendous beauty such a large, 
healthy beech has given the context 
of its existence. 

Lessons in Trees
Rose Robinson ’20 returns to The Governor with a message 
from nature.

PERSONAL ESSAY

“We stand in solemn 
silence, understanding 
the human role in the 
natural order of things; 
our ability to upset the 
delicate balance of the 
world.”
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Emerald Ash Borer. 
JUDY GALLAGHER (FLICKR).

melinA roBerTson ’20
    When I envision my ideal math 
class (yes, I realize how oddly specific 
and nerdy that sounds), it works 
something like this: a teacher gives a 
straightforward lecture on concepts 
being addressed, the homework 
incorporates the concepts and puts 
them into application, and material 
is then discussed and reviewed as 
necessary. The class may also include 
supplementary activities, such as 
videos, in-class group work, and peer 

collaboration. 
  But when I first came to Governor’s 
and learned of the reverse classroom 
method, I was somewhat confused. It 
seemed opposite of my expectations 
of a math class. In a reverse 
classroom, content delivery takes 
place completely out of the classroom 
through videos which encompass 
the curriculum. These videos are 
accompanied by readings in the 
textbook and often several practice 
problems. In the next class, students 

do what would be traditionally 
considered “homework” with the aid 
of their teacher. 
  In 10th grade, when I was placed 
in a reverse classroom for Algebra 
II with Trigonometry, I was curious; 
I had not heard particularly 
positive things about the reverse 
classroom, and was uncertain what 
my experience would be. I found 
that in many ways it required much 
more work than a traditional class, 
in that I was essentially teaching 

myself. The assigned videos were 
at times confusing, and often 
focused on concepts I found more 
straightforward, while only briefly 
discussing those I struggled with. 
This became so frustrating and 
discouraging that I would often opt 
to skip the videos entirely. When I 
talked to my peers, many of them 
felt the same. Our experiences 
raised a real question in my mind: 
If most students dislike the reverse 
classroom, why are we still using it?  
One of the greatest strengths of a 
teacher is their ability to cater to their 
students’ specific needs and gauge 
their understanding of a subject. 
By moving the lecture portion of a 
class completely into video form, you 
make it static. A strong teacher is 
able to alter their instruction based 
on what material students seem to be 

Opinion: Reverse Classrooms—Why Are We Still Doing This?
FLIP ’EM BACK

While reversing math classrooms is a progressive idea, students might not be 
benefitting from it.

Continued on Page 4  ►
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struggling with, but even the most 
skilled teacher cannot respond to 
the needs of students whom they 
are not fully interacting with. We 
have a knowledgeable and talented 
math department at Governor’s, 
and it seems that through this 
method of instruction, we are 
completely underutilizing their 
considerable capabilities.
  In conjunction with this, by 
making education less personal 
and more isolated, much more 
responsibility rests on the students. 
Governor’s is a selective school; 
although all of the students here are 
capable of succeeding academically, 
some students may require more 
help than others. We are developing 
adolescents, not yet fully cognitively 
mature; while independence 
and accountability should be 
encouraged in our education, we 
should not be solely responsible 
for our own success and failure. 
When students are essentially 
teaching themselves, those who 
struggle with content can become 
easily discouraged and complacent. 
This setup also makes it difficult to 
distinguish between students who 
are not doing out-of-class work 
and those truly struggling with 
the mathematical concepts. The 
development of critical thinking 

skills is important, but in such an 
important class at such a critical 
point of development, the reverse 
classroom feels very sink-or-swim.
  All of this is not to say that reverse 
classrooms have no value. It can be 
a rewarding experience for some 
students as they develop their 
critical thinking skills and expand 
their understanding of math. I 
have spoken to several students 
who found reverse classrooms 
more interesting and more open to 
students moving at their own pace 
than a traditional lecture-style class. 
However, many of my peers did not 
feel this way, and openly expressed 
frustration at the structure of the 
class. If some students find videos 
more effective for content delivery, 
they can incorporate that into their 
own learning, but making it the 
norm seems illogical. Teachers, 
while still being mindful of outliers, 
should cater their lecture styles 
and structures to the majority of 
students. 
  Certainly, Governor’s should work 
to incorporate innovative teaching 
methods, but we should not be 
married to them. They should be 
treated as what they are: 
experiments. If a classroom style 
has been applied to several groups 
of students and does not seem to be 
successful, it should be stopped. As 
a school we are always trying to be 
ahead of the curve, to be the most 
innovative and modern, but we 
cannot sacrifice learning quality for 
the sake of modernity. We should 
not congratulate ourselves on the 
uniqueness of our curriculum but 
on its effectiveness, and if that 
means taking a critical look at our 
current approach then that is what 
we must do. After all, isn’t that what 
learning is all about? Trying, failing, 
learning, and trying again. 

“If a classroom style 
has been applied to 
several groups of 
students and does not 
seem to be successful, 
it should be stopped.”
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hAoDi shi ’20
  A now-retired faculty member 
once told me Governor’s is 
undoubtedly one of the most 
inclusive communities he has 
ever been to—the inclusiveness 
and kindness defines this place 
and makes so many of us want to 
be here. I nodded as he spoke—
Governor’s is a place where people 
from diverse ethnic, gender and 
social backgrounds can sit down 
together at the same table and build 
meaningful relationships with each 
other. I feel very fortunate and 
grateful to attend this school.
  Nevertheless, as some campus 
activist groups point out, we 
sometimes fail to meet these 
ideals—stereotypes, prejudices, 
and exclusion still exist in our 
community, and we need to 
strive to be more inclusive. 
This phenomenon is not only a 
Governor’s problem. From the 
Charlottesville protest to the 
Orlando mass shooting, from 
the massacre at the Pittsburgh 
synagogue to the abhorrent remarks 
of Iowa Congressman Steve King, 
our society still struggles to be 
inclusive to people with diverse 
backgrounds. 
  Building an inclusive society is 
inherently challenging as people, 
on the assertion of righteousness, 
would naturally defend traditional 
social structures when clashing with 
nontraditional personal identities. 
For instance, the idea of being 
inclusive to people of different 
gender identities is inherently in 
conflict with Burkean conservatism 
and certain traditional religious 
ideals. This problem of non-
acceptance is further exacerbated 

by our tribal instinct that puts 
us against “different people.” 
Admittedly, there seems to be no 
easy way to reconcile the conflict. 
However, as history has shown, 
the majority of people are moving 
toward being more inclusive and 
creating more equality in this 
progressive era. 
  If we want to address this social 
problem, we need to start with our 
very own community. The key to 
making Governor’s a more inclusive 
community is, as Mr. Eddie Carson 
puts it, realizing that we shouldn’t 
allow biased views toward others 
to stand in the way to achieving 
more. “We need to ask ourselves: 
what kind of community does Govs 
want to be?” Mr. Carson poses 
this questions in a conversation. 
That is, we all want Governor’s to 
be a place where people can feel 
comfortable talking with each 
other, a place where diverse ideas 
can be presented to help us gain 
more understanding, a place where 
we can collaborate effectively with 
other people to achieve common 
goals—we shouldn’t allow exclusion 
and prejudice based on identity to 
stand in the way of this.
  Being inclusive is having the 
humility to listen to other people’s 
views without the headstrong 
insistence of self-righteousness. 
After all, we can not fathom all sides 
of the world without including the 
perspectives of others; this process 
requires being inclusive to all 
people and all identities. Moreover, 
history has proven the assertion 
that one single group is absolutely 
right and one single formula can 
harmoniously deliver the diverse 
ends of individuals is demonstrably 
false. Members of the Governor’s 
community, in the past and present, 
have nobly advanced the task of 
building a community more 
inclusive to diverse views and 
identities. Now standing on the 
shoulder of the giants, it takes true 
courage for each one of us to carry 
on their unfinished work. 

Building a More Inclusive Community
OPINION

“We need to strive to be more inclusive,” writes Haodi Shi ’20. 

“Being inclusive is 
having the humility to 
listen to other people’s 
views without the 
headstrong insistence 
of self-righteousness.”

Lunch conversation with MLK Day 
speakers Wade Davis and Simone John. 
COMMUNICATIONS OFFICE.

If you could have a nickname 
what would it be?
A: “The Professor.”
B: “Anything but Mr. [redacted].”

Name one thing you dislike or 
want to change about Govs.
A: “When people don’t go left in the 
serving area of the dining hall.”
B: “Make it easier for classes to go 
on field trips.”

If you could be a student on 
campus who would you want 
to be?
A: “I feel like this question is a 
trap…”
B: “Harry Kutner—so I can surf 
every day.”

If you could take a class at 
Govs which one would you 
take?
A: “Mandarin.”
B: “Spanish.”

Who’s your dream teacher?
A: “Mr. Quigley.”
B: “Mr. Suole—that mustache is 
sooooo dreamy.”

If you were offered the Head 
of School position would you 
take it?
A: “No.”  B: “No.”

Favorite dining hall day or 
dish.
A: “Thai Chicken Soup.”
B: “Pho—with ramen a close 
second.”

What’s the most embarrassing 
thing you’ve done in front of 
students?
A: “I’ve never been vulnerable; I’m 
perfect.”
B: “Dance on stage to ‘Promiscuous 
Girl.’”

What’s your favorite city in the 
world?
A: “Toledo, Spain.”
B: “Cape Town, South Africa.” 

Guess That Faculty Member!

Answers available on Page 6 ►

What’s a better idea than senior slide?

Write for The Governor,
Share your ideas with the community.

newspaper
@govsacademy.org



THE GOVERNOR · JANUARY 2019 5

The Governor
Through the Ages

Archive researcher Annabelle Svahn ’20 shares 
her favorite pieces from past editions of the 
paper.

AnnABelle svAhn ’20
  This winter, I am working in the 
archives for my afternoon program. 
My first task was transcribing 
documents from Governor William 
Dummer. Following that I helped 
Ms. Slater put together the history 
mystery. In order to do so, we looked 
through past articles of The Governor 
to find eye-catching headlines. While 
we found plenty of interesting titles, 
I also came across many interesting 
quotes and articles. Some are 
interesting, some controversial, and 
others are even applicable to today.

“La Mancha Marches On”

“Shortly after the start of the winter 
term, the Governor Dummer Drama 
Society met, and decided what to 
do for the winter play...The club, 
accordingly, picked a big show, Man 
of La Mancha...No one at the school 
had ever any real experience with 
doing a musical...The first thing that 
became evident during rehearsals 
was that very few people in the cast 
could really sing.” 
—W.S Connolly, February 28, 1972 

I always felt like the Winter Musical 
had always been a tradition, but 
there was a time when it 
didn’t exist! It all started 
when Drama, a Club at the 
time, chose to do a musical. 
The show went on, despite 
the complications that 
arose in regards to singing. 
Luckily, as the article goes on 
to say, their two leads were 
strong voices!

“Coeducation in 
Action”

“Being a pioneer at Governor 
Dummer, is much different 
than I expected. Boys always 
seemed so distant, far away. 
When I was with them, I was 
really self-conscious. I got 
very nervous at the thought of 
being in the small minority. I 
feared being a foreigners, that 
I wouldn’t get along with the 
others because I was a girl...
Actually, when I got here, 
my fears were eliminated. 
Everyone was really friendly 
and easy to converse with... 
All things considered, I do 
like it here, and after all, it’s a 
co-ed world.” 
—Pam McElroy, October 15, 

1971 

I chose this article because I enjoyed 
reading about Pam’s experience the 
first year Governors became a co-ed 
school. I assumed the transition into 
a co-ed school would not have been 
as smooth as Pam described. Yet I 
was enlightened that she had truly 
enjoyed her first few weeks at Govs, 
and the community was more than 
welcoming. 

“Veggies Grow Up”

“If you are looking for vigorous 
physical training and strenuous 
spiritual dedication to a team—join 
Veg. This winter the GDA garden 

FROM THE ARCHIVE BEST TITLE AWARDS
 
Most Provocative

“Champion Streaker Speaks”
“Cobb Room Harbors Sin” - Winner!
“Good Girls, Good Music, Good Time” 

After being featured in a History Mystery it is no doubt this title 
stuck out to me. It threw many people off, but is indeed a true title. 
Who knew the Cobb Room was the place of such scandal?

Most Amusing

“Mom Worries about Son’s Behavior”
“Streaking Fizzles Out” - Winner!
“Watch Out For Those Cuts”

There were several titles that made me laugh, and particularly there 
were quite a few on the topic of Streaking. It was no wonder this one 
made me laugh every time. 

Most Relatable

“Back from Brantwood: Sore and Grinning”
“Contagious Disease Strikes Gov Dummer Students”
“Passing History After Wild Weekend, Advice on Faking Essays” - 
Winner!

I struggled coming up with a category title for these, but settled on 
‘Most Relatable.’ The article that won immediately stuck out to me as 
I was skimming through an edition of The Governor. I would never 
recommend faking an essay to anyone, but we can all agree there 
are some essays we have written better than others.

of varsity veggies has expanded 
into the wide-reaching realm of 
physical exertion. The intellectually 
complex level of our competition 
has been demonstrated in our first 
excursion into the deep woods 
behind Ingham...We have also played 
some incredible games of capture the 
flag, and one member has suffered 
the trauma of poison ivy as a result 
of his dedication...we have planned 

an early team dinner at the 
world famous Leo’s Pizza.” 
—Chrissy Romboletti, 
February 13, 1974 

While reading through 
articles I came across 
the term “Veg” and was 
curious to its meaning. 
“Vegetables” was the term 
used to describe a season 
that students had off from 
athletics. In this article, 
Chrissy is helping to 
promote the winter “Veg” 
offering. “Veg” members 
took part in games and 
other leisurely activities, 
which became criticized for 
basically being a season off. 

“Computers Hit 
Campus”

“‘They’re finally here!’ 
says Burke Leavitt about 
the Academy’s 20 new 
Wang 2200 computers...
The introduction to the 
Academy of the Wang 
P.C. 2200’s will bring 
an additional ½ credit, 
full-year course. G.D.A.’s 

required ‘Introduction to Computers 
and Programming.’ given in Math 2, 
may be followed by an Intermediate 
Computer elective course.” 
—Rosalyn G Pechet, February 13, 
1974 

We use computers every day and 
coming across this article made me 
laugh! Imagine a world in which 
you had to do to a computer lab 
or wait for one of the two printers 
that were in Frost to be available in 
order to write your paper!

 “DC Wrap-Up”

“The results of these broken rules 
were, in total, two dismissals, four 
suspensions, 248 weeks of probation, 
108 weeks of General Warning, 181 
hours of work squads and two weeks 
of campusing. This is evidence in 
itself that the rules of the Academy 
are enforced and discipline is used by 
the Administration. You may think 
it could never happen to you—but so 
did 48 other people.” 
—Kathy Leary, October 26, 1978

The Governor features various 
disciplinary articles over the years. 
From students disagreeing about a 
decision or bringing to light some 
rules. Nowadays DC talks are brief, 
with little detail and no name, and 
for good reason. Yet the students 
of Kathy’s class had access to full 
stories and even statistics! Someone 
kept track of all of this, and even 
published it! Would such a thing 
ever happen today?

Continued on Page 6  ►Front page of The Governor, December 18, 1974. ARCHIVE. 

“The [disciplinary] results 
of these broken rules were, 
in total, two dismissals, four 
suspensions, 248 weeks of 
probation, 108 weeks of 
General Warning, 181 hours of 
work squads and two weeks of 
campusing.”
—Kathy Leary, 1978
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AriF ABD Aziz ’19
  Instead of another Chillinterview, I 
decided that the best time to get the 
most interesting responses were late 
at night: Precisely, at 11:30 pm on a 
Sunday night. I interviewed two boys 
who live in Eames, just after finishing 
some homework and recovering 
from the Chiefs’ loss. Late Late Night 
Interviews, here we go. 

Alright, so my first guest tonight 
is seBAsTiAn PAnDJi ’20.

Sebastian, what were your News 
Year’s resolutions?
My New Year’s resolutions were to… 
be better at life. For example, better 
grades, engage in more social stuff, 
put myself out there more. 

Well, Sebastian, the truth is that 
by being in this interview I have 
made you a local celebrity.
Cool. 

Could you be a little more 
specific? I like your answer 
though. 
Well, (long pause) it’s a hard 
question. I’m thinking. I have no 
specific goals… do better on the 
SAT, be a better friend. No, I’m just 
kidding. Don’t put that. 

Obviously, the Pats won tonight. 
I know you didn’t watch the 
game. I just want your honest 
opinion on the game.

When I first saw a glimpse of the 
game in Mr. Ceglarski’s room, the 
Pats were up 7-0, and the Chiefs then 
retook the lead, then I went upstairs 
and did my homework and played 
League, then I went downstairs to 
watch the game in the common room 
and saw the Pats were winning with 
39 seconds left in the fourth quarter 
(starts going off on player’s stats and 
the faulty calls), and I went up again. 
And then, did my homework. 

  The next time I looked at the score, 
they were tied up 31-31, and I was 
thinking if the Pats weren’t going 
to make it to the Superbowl for the 
first time in a while. But I remember 
making a bet a long time ago that the 
final would be the Pats and somebody 
else, and I seem to always be right. 
Pats vs the Rams, I guess. 

If you could tell the whole 
school to do something and they 
would do it, what would you 
say?

Get a life. I’m just kidding (pauses 
and smiles awkwardly)… 

Shantanu Sundaram ’20: This is the 
most sad [sic] interview I have ever 
heard.

Well, I was going to ask you 
five questions, but looking at 
the past three responses, I 
don’t know where to go with 
this interview. (I looked on the 

internet for quick questions that 
weren’t too deep for Sebastian.) 
What’s your Pet Peeve?

My pet peeve… It’s when silly fellas 
like Tim Chung become toxic when 
I want to do homework. (Shantanu: 
And ask to play League.) I’m 
thinking, how does he not have 
homework to do, he’s a junior, he 
should have the same workload as 
me. 

If you had to pick a new name 
for yourself, what would it be?
(Shantanu: Arif Abd Aziz.) I mean I 
would never change my name, but if 
I had to choose (Shantanu: Hoover.) 
It definitely would not be Hoover 
because that’s my dad’s name, and I 
don’t want my dad’s name. 

You still haven’t answered my 
question.
Zack, then. No. No, I don’t know. 

Pick a good one, buddy. 
Sebastian, I just want to clarify 
that this is not a test. 
I’m the most indecisive person in 
the world, so I’m probably the worst 
person to interview. 

So, are we sticking with Zack? 
No. Can I just call you Chungus? 
You can call me whatever you want.

Which of your friends are you 
proudest of? 

What?? Proudest of? Oh, ok. I’m 
proud of Will Cheng because he is 
super socially engaged, always out 
there, and the coolest wrestler in the 
school.

******

Although I was considering 
scrapping the whole interview, 
I found hope just down the 
corridor. I paid a visit to a 
quiet and shirtless Kevin JiAnG 
’20 sitting on his bed, quite at 

peace. 

Kevin, can I borrow you?
What are you doing in my room? 

What are your best News Year’s 
resolutions?
Why are you asking that right now? 
It’s not even New Years. Are you 
writing that down? Stop writing 
down what I say. Are you writing 
down what I say word for word? 
(silence) Jesus… My New Year’s 
resolution is to make my girlfriend 
happy… Don’t laugh. Is that it? 
Mhm.

What did you think about the 
win?
I don’t care I’m not American. 

What’s your pet peeve?
Uhhhhh…. When people act like Arif 
and act super pretentious. Makes me 
wanna (says something super mean)
I can’t put that in I’m sorry. 
Well, at least you know.  How many 
questions are there?

Only 5 minutes have passed. 
I had enough of it. 

If you could change your name, 
what would it be?
Gustav. Because I’m Swedish. 

Say something Swedish.
Halshaften. I don’t know how to spell 
it but it means shut up. 

Which of your friends are you 
proudest of? 
I’m proud of Matt Barrett for making 
the greatest comeback of all time. 

******

Arif Abd Aziz: Unfortunately, that 
concludes my late late night 
interviews. I found that the two boys 
were really exhausted after a long, 
cold day, but their responses were 
better than I expected. 

ARIF’S Late Late Night Interviews

Kevin Jiang ’20. 
PROVIDED BY KEVIN JIANG ’20.

Sebastian Pandji ’20. 
PROVIDED BY TIANYU FANG ’20.

“On Your Marks Get Set 
and Go!”

“There are two little words in the 
English language guaranteed to 
strike terror into the heart of any 
high school upperclassman. Yes, you 
guessed it… College Applications.”
—Donna Stam, May 10, 1984

If I were giving these articles awards 
I would give this quote ‘Most Likely 
to Appear in a Governor Today.’ I 
don’t think the amount of terror has 
changed from 1984 until now, or 
perhaps, it could have increased! I 
wonder if we’ll be reading Governor 
articles another 30 years from now 
with these same words.

“Highlights of History Text 
Hysteria”

“There was recently an article in 
The Boston Globe stating that 
a US Department of Education 
commission found there to be 
significant and deliberate distortions 
of American History texts for the 
purpose of reaching a larger buying 
market... When Mr. Williams, the 
History Department chairman, was 
questioned about the Education 
Department’s report, he conceded 
that the report does have truth in 
it... Mr. Williams stated that two 
parts of our history that are lacking 
complete coverage in History of a 
Free People are black history and the 
documentation of powerful women 
of our past, among other things. The 

History Department encourages 
teachers to compensate for this 
deficiency through class discussion.” 
—Rick Fox, November 20, 1987

Perhaps one of the most inquisitive 
articles I read was this one. I had 
never thought about the impact of 
textbooks on learning, but upon 
reading this, realized history books 
easily had biases, even if not on 
purpose. It’s important to realize 
history is not just history, and 
that what you see as complete is to 
someone else, a deficiency! 

“Talent and Taste”

“Recently there was a ‘Variety 
Show’ at Governor Dummer in 
the Thompson Auditorium… Most 

of the acts seemed to have had a 
reasonable amount of effort put 
into them; several displayed a high 
degree of talent; and Matt Carothers 
was a most amusing host. It was 
most unfortunate that the show had 
to end on the note on which it did 
end—a food fight. In the opinion of 
this editor, this was a childish and 
tasteless act.” 
—Henry Long, February 13, 1984

Imagine a full-on food fight at 
Govs—can you? Well, one really did 
break out, and was of such 
importance it made The Governor! I 
never thought I’d read of a food fight 
at Govs, especially after a 
performance. Let us use this as an 
example of what not to aspire to. 

► Continued from Page 5
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