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Five Months, No Phones:
Semester on a Vermont Farm

Rose Robinson ‘20 (left) at the Mountain School.

Tianyu Fang ‘20
While other juniors at the Academy are pondering history research
subjects and struggling with difficult
courses, Rose Robinson ’20 opted for
a different path, spending a semester
150 miles away from Byfield at the
Mountain School in Vershire, Vermont.
Set on a farm, the Mountain School
is a semester-long program for high
school juniors nationwide. Owned by
Milton Academy, the school offers a
curriculum that integrates academics
and nature.
Rose starts every day at around 7
am for morning chores before she
heads to breakfast. Her regular
academic classes last until noon,
followed by the work program
during which students learn about
nature-related skills: camping,
navigation, and chopping wood to
heat buildings. She then returns to
the classroom and finishes academic
work until she checks back into the
dorm by 10 pm.
“I am getting out and going into the
woods every day which I’m so thankful for. Doing that has really just
affirmed in my mind how beneficial
being outside is for me and my mental health and just general mood,”
said Rose. After a solo, four-day
camping trip, she remarked that she

What’s Inside?

had started “feeling more in touch”
with herself.
The Mountain School’s cell phonefree environment has also become
a highlight of Rose’s life. “Being off
my phone is awesome,” she wrote in
an email, “I feel much more aware
of things and just so much more
connected to all my peers.” Although
some students were given back their
cell phones after the first month,
most did not. “I love that nobody
sits on their phones during meals
or even just in common spaces. I’m
much less distracted— and overall,
it’s just really nice and definitely
good for me. I think I’m going to get
a flip phone once I get back in order
to keep up these nice technology-less
vibes,” she continued.
Despite her exciting experience at
the Mountain School, Rose misses
her life at Governor’s. “I was with
Charlotte Collins over the weekend
since I was home for a couple days,
and we kept talking about everything
we missed about Kaiser. I haven’t
done ceramics in so long and I don’t
take studio art here either which
makes me so sad.”
The Mountain School’s fall semester
ends on December 15, and that is
when Rose plans to return. She is
hoping to bring the Mountain School
spirit back to the Academy.
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The Fire
Annabelle Svahn ’20

Everyone has their own tale about
the barn fire in Byfield. One girl
told me that you can still see black
scorch marks on the metal posts of
the arena, but I haven’t looked. The
police said it was arson, though they
never found out who or why someone
would do something so heinous. All
agree that evil snuck into the barn
that night, twenty-seven years ago;
someone or something that wanted to do terrible harm. There are
other stories too. Stories we don’t
talk about much, especially with the
younger riders. Some are convinced
that a corner of the arena is haunted
and horses are known to get spooked
there. Some say they have seen
ghosts, or heard hoofbeats where
they shouldn’t be. Some talk about
strange shadows. Until recently I
never believed these stories, but I
thought often about the fifty horses

that died that night.
One November day last year I was
working at the barn where I trained.
I swept, watered, threw hay, and
did other chores as needed. It was a
blustery, cloudy day. The barn was
always dark, but this weather made
it especially gloomy. After several
hours I took a break and stood at the
entrance to the indoor arena watching the riders. There was a new girl
riding that day. She sat relaxed in
her saddle as she leisurely started to
walk her horse around for his warm
up, riding close to the walls of the
arena. She passed me and headed
to the far left corner. I noticed her
horse was slowing down before it
came to an abrupt stop right before
the corner. She urged the horse on,
but nothing she did would budge him
forward. She tried over and over, but
it wouldn’t go anywhere near that
corner. There was nothing there.
(Continued on page 3.)

A Definitive Ranking of Halloween(ish) Songs
Melina Robertson ‘20
Werewolves of London – Warren Zevon:
Catchy, relevant, and festive--this
song really has it all. It’s Halloween
themed but also humorous. Filled
with amusing anecdotes and insightful commentary, this song is an
irreverent look at werewolf culture. I
would listen to this in July.
Thriller – Michael Jackson:
An obvious choice for #1, this song
was just barely edged out of the top
spot. Very Halloween-y, and the
music video is 10/10. People won’t
look at you funny for listening to this
outside of October.
Zombie – The Cranberries:
Honestly, I feel like it might even
be offensive to call this a Halloween
song. However, there are practically
no good Halloween songs, and this at
least has a spooky-sounding title. It’s

catchy and can absolutely be listened
to year-round. Bonus points for political relevance.
I Want Candy – Bow Wow
Wow:
I know that thematically, this song is
barely Halloween adjacent. However,
I feel that the title really embodies
the Halloween spirit, so I’m giving it
a place on this list. Very festive if you
ignore the obvious innuendos.
Monster Mash – Who cares?:
This song might actually be about
Halloween, but that’s about all it’s
got going for it. This may be controversial, but it’s just not that good.
The chorus isn’t catchy, and the
verses are neither funny nor compelling. Apparently, this song hit #1 on
the Billboard Hot 100, but listening
to this any time from November 1st
through October 20th is honestly a
cry for help.
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Guess That Faculty Member
Faculty Member A
What’s your greatest nightmare?
Mayonnaise.
Best halloween costume ever?
Dressing up my son as Charles
Lindbergh—goggles, leather jacket
etc.
Favorite horror movie?
Misery (1990).
What would you not like to find in
your trick-or-treating bag?

An egg-salad sandwich.
Who is the eeriest teacher on
campus?
Mr. Suomi.
Favorite halloween candy?
Almond Joy Bars.
Scariest experience on campus?
My son and I saw a ghost in
Ingham.
(Faculty Members B, C on page 4.)
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Massachusetts Ballot Questions: Yes or No?
#1 – Patient-to-Nurse Limits
A vote “yes” on ballot question #1 would
cost the state of Massachusetts between
$676 million or $949 million by establishing nurse-patient limits and do little
to nothing to improve patient treatment
from nurses. This initiative would hurt
Massachusetts hospitals by increasing
running costs. New England’s aging and
slow-growing population of Registered
Nurses might not be able to meet the
increased demand. California hospitals,
which have nurse-patient limits, perform
worse than Massachusetts hospitals in
multiple nurse-sensitive areas. A vote
“no” on ballot question #1 would save
hospitals from over-regulation that
would not improve patients lives.
The Massachusetts Health Policy Commission studied the costs and effects the
implementation of ballot question one
would have in Massachusetts, comparing
them to similar laws that have been in
place in California for years. The results were unsurprising: the initiative is
expensive. The lower estimate of annual
costs is $676 million; hospitals baseline
costs would increase under the proposed
law. This would lead to a probable increase in healthcare costs and insurance
premiums, further raising the high price
of healthcare in Massachusetts.
New England’s population of RN’s is
the oldest in the country. Only 30% of
RNs are under the age of forty. Coupled
with the slowest rate RN growth (6%),
an increase of demand for nurses poses
a problem for Massachusetts hospitals. How do the nurses themselves feel
though; are they being overworked?
Nurses are split on the issue, the Massachusetts Nursing Association is pushing heavily for a “yes” vote, saying that
nurses support question one. However,
only 20,000 nurses are members of this
union. There are currently 130,048 RN’s
in MA. The union that is pushing this legislation is only representative of less than
17% of nurses in Massachusetts.
Massachusetts nurses are more effective than California nurses. The Massachusetts nurses also perform equally to
California nurses in three other categories related to in-hospital events. In a
study done by the California HealthCare
Association, researchers found there was
no significant improvement in patient
outcomes after nurse-patient limits were
established, but there were more instances of a bottleneck in many hospitals
emergency rooms. Massachusetts nurses
perform better than nurses in states
where there are nurse-to-patient ratios,
there is no need for them in Massachusetts.
A vote “no” on question one would save
hospitals from millions of dollars worth
of expenses, help to maintain current
healthcare costs, and not affect the welfare of patients negatively.
– Shane Mullen ‘19
If passed, ballot question #1, limiting
the number of patients that one nurse
can treat, will tremendously hinder hospitals in their ability to treat patients in
a timely and effective manner. Hospitals
will be forced to hire a large number of
nurses, and not every hospital has the
money to do this. Along with increased
costs, waiting time for patients in the ER
may become even longer than it already
is. Along with impacting the wait time
for citizens, the passing of this law could

also raise the premiums and deductibles
of patients.
Though there are clear signs pointing
the voters to the “no” vote, some people
do want the law to pass. These people are
mainly nurses. The nurses say that they
will be able to give their patients better
care if this law passes. It is valid that
nurses should not have to treat an outrageous number of patients at one time,
but most hospitals manage their nurse to
patient ratio right now. The cost that this
law could bring to hospitals outweighs
the nurse’s argument by far. If the law
was passed it would at approximately
between $676 million and $949 million
to annual health care costs. This cost is
coming from the average 3,100 nurses
that hospitals would have to hire if the
law is passed. Large hospitals may be
able to cover these costs, but for smaller
rural hospitals, this law could put them
out of business. It may seem like more
nursing jobs are becoming available if
this law is passed, but it could likely put
many nurses out of a job when community hospitals are forced to close. Representative James Kelcourse has spoken with
management at Anna Jaques Hospital,
and he reports that this law would create
a large burden for them and they will
struggle to financially meet the needs of
this bill.
Citizens need to vote “no” on ballot
question #1. It will create cost burdens
so large that many hospitals will struggle
greatly to cover the costs. Some people
have been comparing this law to that of
California. It is important to note that
the law in California is a ratio based on
hospital units, whereas the proposed law
in MA would be a fixed ratio established
in the vote. Also, in CA rural hospitals are
able to obtain waivers. In all, there are
numerous signs pointing to the necessity
for a “no” vote. If the citizens of Massachusetts do not want to extend their ER
wait time, deductible costs, and potentially put their local hospital out of business, then they must vote “no” on one.
– Charlotte Whittier ‘19

#2 – Commission on Limiting
Election Spending and Corporate Rights
Massachusetts’ ballot question #2
proposes the creation of a commision to
write an amendment that states that corporations have no constitutional rights
and that limits campaign finances from
corporations, labor unions, and not-forprofit organizations. Many proponents of
this ballot argue that the Supreme Court
case Citizens United vs the Federal Election Commission has begun a new era
in which organizations and entities are
considered more important than individuals since they can give candidates more
money, thus influencing our republic
more than a crowd of individuals.
The problem with this logic is it assumes that the United States is an oligarchy. Constituents are the greatest influence on policymakers. Vermont Senator
Bernie Sanders isn’t a staunch proponent
of gun rights because of support from
the NRA (he even got a D- from them in
2012), but because he is representing his
constituents. Democratic Senator Joe
Manchin of West Virginia voted to confirm Brett Kavanaugh because, according
to a poll by the Trafalgar Group, his lead
against his opponent Patrick Morrissey
would almost triple from 10 percent to

28 percent. Just because an organization
is willing to fund a campaign endorses
defunding public schools doesn’t mean
candidates will automatically feel compelled to support it. Defunding public
schools is a death-wish for almost any
candidate.
Many argue that money isn’t a form of
speech, and thus the government has the
right to restrict campaign spending. But
campaign donations is one of many ways
individuals and groups use to support
their preferred candidates and political
parties. This form of expression is indispensable to a democracy, regardless if it’s
done by a corporation or an individual.
This ballot question aims to unnecessarily restrict free speech from corporations,
labor unions, and not-for-profit organizations to remove their influence from the
government. As mentioned previously,
the influence corporations, unions, and
other big interest groups can have is limited by the interests of the people. Free
speech for all individuals and all groups
is essential for any republic to flourish.
This ballot is seeking to get money out of
politics, but all it would end up doing is
creating an amendment that threatens
the foundation of our free society.
– Karlaes Morales ‘19
In 2010, the Supreme Court ruled in
Citizens United vs the Federal Election
Commision that the free speech clause of
the United States Constitution protects
against restrictions on campaign spending. Despite its claim to protect the First
Amendment, it seems as though the Supreme Court ruled to defend the freedom
of speech of a few while limiting that of
others. How can regular citizens be well
represented if they are unable to have
the monetary influence of a large corporation? According to American citizens,
they can not. In fact, the Pew Research
Center found that 77% of Americans
believe there should be limitations on
the sum of money that individuals and
groups can spend on their campaigns.
Despite the interests of the American
people, politicians pander to special-interest groups and the elite, wealthy class
to raise campaign funding instead of doing their job: representing their constituents. Due to the clear, pervasive influence
of unrestricted political spending, you
should vote “yes” on question 2 to spur
change in American politics.
The ruling of the Citizens United case
put the interests of large corporations
and special-interest groups ahead of
those of American citizens. For example, there is a large distinction between
calling a senator and offering a sizable
campaign contribution to urge them
to vote for your cause. One exemplifies
the freedom of speech intended by our
founding fathers, whereas the other, as
John McCain put it, is “legalized bribery.” Some argue that the wealthy will
always have a greater voice due to their
platform. A highly regarded news organization, for instance, will have more
influence than any given citizen. This is
true, but if we consider ourselves to be a
democratic nation shouldn’t we capitalize
on each opportunity to transfer political
influence to the public?
At first glance, it might seem that
passing question 2 would be an inconsequential decision, but it is not. Passing
question 2 would be an important starting point to overturn a ruling that stated
that corporations should have the same
rights as human beings and that corrupt

politicians can represent special-interest
groups instead of their own constituents.
Voting “yes” on ballot queston #2 can
spur an important movement in American politics—a movement to return political power into the hands of the people.
– Billy Marella ‘19

#3 – Transgender Anti-Discrimination
I believe that voters should vote “no”
on ballot question #3. I do not hate
transgender people, and I believe that
discrimination against them is wrong.
However, I think the bill has some issues
in the way it is structured and could have
harmful effects.
First of all, the law can easily be abused
by sexual predators. The law gives individuals the right to access whatever bathroom matches their gender identity. In
the state of Massachusetts, the definition
of gender identity is very lenient, that “a
person’s gender-related identity, appearance or behavior, whether or not that
gender-related identity or behavior is different from that traditionally associated
with the person’s physiology or assigned
sex at birth.” Based on this definition,
a person can freely detach their gender
from their sex. Therefore, whatever your
sex is, you can identify as being the other
gender even if you have not gone through
any sex change operations. Under these
qualifications, a sexual predator could
easily dress up in a wig, or talk in a high
pitched voice and be able to go into women’s bathrooms. Furthermore, if someone
tried to remove this person, they could
cry foul, and the offender’s presence in
the bathroom could be protected by the
law. The law is ripe for exploitation from
evil people. In order for these bathroom
laws to work, gender identity must be
qualified somehow in order to confirm
that the identity a person has is genuine.
I believe that one should be able to go
into a bathroom based on their sex due to
the fact that gender identity without this
factor cannot be quantified, and can be
manipulated. If one has undergone a sex
change operation they should be able to
go to the bathroom that corresponds to
their sex change.
One problem with a “no” vote, however,
is that opponents of the bill do not want
any protections given to transgender people. Almost all transgender people are tax
paying citizens of this country and they
should be able to have the same rights
other citizens have. The government also
cannot have anti-discrimination laws
set in stone for a multitude of minority
groups such as homosexual individuals,
and not protect transgender people. The
federal and state governments cannot
discriminate against certain groups.
– Aurian Zarrineh ‘19
Last month, Keep MA Safe, an organization campaigning for the repeal of the
2016 law that added transgender people
to a list of protected classes from discrimination in places of public accommodation, released a commercial depicting
a man abusing the law and entering a
women’s locker room with the intent of
attacking a young girl. The commercial
is being used as a scare tactic to convince
Massachusetts residents to vote “no” on
ballot question #3 when they should
be voting “yes.”
(Continued on page 4)
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Continued from page 1 The Fire
As she became more frustrated, two
girls rode over to help and managed to get the horse to move away.
For the rest of her ride, she made
sure to avoid that corner but anxiously glanced in that direction. We
nervously laughed it off, but it was
apparent that the horse had been
scared. I had a feeling that everyone
was thinking about all the stories
they had heard. This wasn’t the first
time I had seen horses spook at that
corner. I know others who have heard
strange noises there even on a day
without any wind. But I didn’t believe
in ghosts.
After everyone had left, it was time
for me to grain. I pulled out the
wheelbarrow, filled it with bags of
feed, and checked the notes on the
clipboard. Then I started down the
aisle of stalls. As always the horses
kicked and whinnied, eager for their
dinner, and I shouted out to them

to be quiet—their food was coming.
Despite the ruckus they made, I loved
having the entire barn to myself. So
I moved steadily along, scooping and
pouring grain, scooping and pouring.
I was near the end of the aisle—about
to feed the last group of horses. I
double checked the clipboard, making sure I gave them their proper
grain. As I looked up, I saw something dark in the middle of the aisle
move, as if something had run across.
I was startled, but then realized that
it must have been the barn cat. Anxious to finish up, I reached into the
last of the grain bags. Just as I was
straightening my back, I felt myself
being pushed against the stall. I was
startled at first, but realized that the
wind had really picked up. That must
have been what I felt; there was nothing to be scared of. It was like when
you are home alone—every sound
and movement seemed suspicious.

Guess That Faculty Member Answers:
A – Ms. Karen Gold; B – Ms. Chris Robinson; C – Ms. Faith Kagwa
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My next task was to groom one of
the ponies. She had an injury that
required her leg to be iced once a day.
She hated having the ice packs on, so
I always had to bribe her with treats.
I brought three apples to her stall,
placing them clearly out of her reach.
She reached her head over the stall
door, eying the apples as I went to get
the ice.
Upon returning, I saw that two of
the apples were missing. I looked
around the stall, but they had vanished. I looked at the pony. She stood
at her door, just where I had left her,
out of reach of the apples. Something
must have taken them. The cat again?
I put away the brushes and ice and
walked through the barn for one last
check on the horses. They had all
been fed. They all had water. As I
walked by their stalls they each poked
their head over the door to look at me
before quickly returning to their food.

At the end of the aisle I noticed that
one of the horses was tossing his
head and nervously whinnying. Just
as I reached him to offer a calming
pet on his muzzle, I heard hoofbeats
as loud as thunder coming from the
arena. I rushed to the entrance door,
fearing that some horses had somehow escaped their stalls. But the
arena was empty and silent, just as I
had left it.
By then, I was hurrying to lock up
and leave. I usually loved being there,
but this night felt different. As I
settled into bed that night, I couldn’t
stop thinking about what a strange
day it had been. Could the stories be
true? Curious, I opened my phone
and searched for articles about the
fire. I opened the first one. The fire
had happened that exact day and
month—
Twenty-seven years ago.

that, unbeknownst to them, is
haunted by a satanic witch. Each
night, there’s a paranormal incident,
ranging from terrifying apparitions
to dysfunctional clocks. The family
calls upon the Warrens, decorated
demonologists, to investigate their
recent hauntings. After finding
enough evidence for an exorcism,
the witch, Bathsheba, possesses the
mother of the family; the witch forces
the mother to commit her terrible
crime from a century ago—killing her
youngest child. The Warrens conduct
their own exorcism and save the
mother, expelling the demon to hell.
This movie also introduces Annabelle
(the creepy haunted doll) to the
horror genre.
Review: “This is the most creative
horror movie I’ve ever seen
since ‘The Omen’ (1976). James
Wan’s scare tactics are novel, and
the plot, although mostly based on
the Warrens’ experiences, is very
original.”
Arif Rating: 9/10

begins to levitate, pleased at her
newfound powers.
Review: “It has a very original plot,
but the story seems to go too slow.
The premise behind the story is very
unsettling, and the ending doesn’t
feel conclusive—not that that’s a bad
thing.
Arif Rating: 7/10

ARIF’S MOVIE LIST

Halloween Movies
Arif Abd Aziz ‘19
Over the long weekend, I watched
six horror movies at a friend’s place.
As per usual on Netflix, some were
completely mediocre, and others
were actually quite terrific. And if
you haven’t already realized, there
are spoilers ahead—well, for those
worth spoiling.
As Above So Below (2014)
Directed by John Erick Dowdle (R)
Plot: Scarlett, an audacious
archaeologist, travels around the
world to locate the Philosopher’s
Stone—an elusive material that
could grant eternal life. Eventually,
her search leads her to the French
catacombs where six million
people have been buried. Her crew
eventually begin to see apparitions
and visions of their past sins: one of
the crew had disowned his only child,
and the other had left his friend
to burn in a horrible car accident.
Scarlett does find the Philosopher’s
Stone but realizes that her whole
quest had been a test. For ten
years, she denies the fact that she’s
responsible for her father’s suicide,
but her ultimate acknowledgment
sets her free from the catacombs with
the Philosopher’s Stone.
Review: “Some scary scenes here
and there. The idea of the movie was
really amazing since it was based
on Dante’s Divine Comedy. Other
than that, the camera footage was
disorientating, and the acting was
subpar.”
Arif Rating: 6/10
Chernobyl Diaries (2012)
Directed by Bradley Parker (PG 13)
Plot: A group of American party
animals travels around Eurasia
hoping to create the best memories of

their lives. Two
are a happily
married couple
while the other two are still working
it out (it doesn’t work out). The group
decides to check out a town near
Chernobyl called Pripyat. Their tour
guide gets mutilated at night, and
they aren’t a bit unfazed until one of
their members has his leg eaten up.
After realizing they’re completely
stranded, the group tries to find a
way to escape but discovers the true
nature of the abandoned town; it’s
populated by mutated villagers from
the Chernobyl Disaster. In the end,
there’s a large chase, the group gets
saved, but they’re all eventually killed
by Russian military for trespassing
(and exhibiting radiation damage?).
Review: “This movie sucks. I wasted
an hour and a half on a crappy
zombie movie that wasn’t even that
scary. The only notable part was the
jumpscare at the movie’s ending—
definitely did not scream.”
Arif Rating: 3/10
The Terrifier (2016)
Directed by Damien Leone (R)
Plot: This movie revolves around
one manic clown that pretty much
kills everybody in his way. His torture
methods are brutal and utterly
disgusting. I seriously don’t want to
go into any detail. Eventually, the
clown is caught by police but turns
his gun onto himself. He must be the
craziest clown since Stephen King’s
It.
Arif Rating: 6/10
The Conjuring (2013)
Directed by James Wan (PG 13)
Plot: A family moves into a new
home somewhere in Rhode Island

The Witch (2015)
Directed by Robert Eggers (R)
Plot: In 17th Century New England,
a town decides to expel a family,
accused of blasphemy. One by one,
the family, now abandoned near the
woods, are tormented by witches.
First, the baby is kidnapped and
then murdered, the son is seduced
by a witch, and the father is killed
by a black goat called Black Phillip—
seemingly possessed by some devil.
Black Phillip convinces the last
member of the family, a submissive
girl, to sell her soul to the devil for
anything she desires. In the end,
all the witches appear, and the girl

The Shining (1980)
Directed by Stanley Kubrick (R)
Plot: Based on Stephen King’s horror
novel, the movie takes place in the
Overlook Hotel, isolated by a massive
mountain range. Jack Torrance, an
unsuccessful writer, hopes to use this
isolation to write an amazing novel.
His family reluctantly follows him
to the mountains. His son, Danny,
has a gift to talk to imaginary people
and even conjure up dead people.
Over a series of hauntings, Jack goes
completely mad, and his wife finds
out that he was never working on
a novel at all. All his manuscripts
repeated a single sentence: “all work
and no play makes Jack a dull boy”.
His wife is almost mutilated by an
ax-wielding Jack as he sticks his
head into the door shouting, “Here’s
Johnny!” Eventually, Jack tries to
track his son through a massive
hedge maze, succumbing to frostbite
and dying. The ending is too good to
spoil.
Review: “Even though it was filmed
decades ago, this movie gives me the
creeps. Jack Nicholson’s performance
was very convincing, and Stanley
Kubrick’s imagery is second to none.
There are not too many ghosts, but
the movie’s premise is downright
haunting.”
Arif Rating: 9/10
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The 2016 bill allows for self-identification of gender, meaning it is one’s
own discretion whether they feel more
comfortable using a men’s restroom vs.
a female restroom. But, this is not all
the law does, as the bill also protects
transgender people from prejudice when
applying for housing, employment, and
credit. The law ensures that they have the
same rights as every other Massachusetts

citizen.
As can be seen in the Keep MA Safe
commercial, those opposed to the law
strictly focus on the potential for sex
offenders to abuse the law. They believe
that the law would allow people to freely
enter women’s restrooms with malicious
intent. They completely disregard the
other aspect of the law that can protect
from transgender discrimination outside
of restrooms. There is also a fatal flaw

The Governor
in their argument: what is to stop a sex
offender from entering a restroom once
the law is repealed? It is not as if there
is someone guarding restrooms from
potential threats. Therefore, the problem
with sex offenders is not a law protecting
transgender people, it is sex-offenders
themselves, which is a whole other issue.
Are we going to allow transgender
people to be discriminated against in the
workplace, the housing market, credit

opportunities, etc., just because there
is potential for people to abuse the law?
Transgender people should not be the
ones to suffer for the actions of sex-offenders, which is why Massachusetts citizens should vote “yes” on ballot question
#3.
– Delaney Bashaw ‘19

seconds to get out of there… Damn,
you’re that fast?... No, no… it took me
ten seconds to change my mind and get
out of there. Oh, ok.

to choose one. It would probably be
Moody—its ghost stories. What stories
did you hear? Just ghost stories. Doors
opening…

HALLOWEEN EXCLUSIVE

Chillinterviews

Arif Abd Aziz ‘19

Jos Cremers ‘19
Photo provided by Jos Cremers.
Arif: Alright, Jos. Do you like
watching horror movies?
Jos: Yeah, sometimes. Depends on my
mood, you know what I mean… you feel
me? Bahhhh —What kind of mood?—
It’s like you know when there’s a positive
vibe, when I’m with my friends, and…
um, it’s kind of like you know one of
those days where you feel like you have
to do something to get an adrenaline
rush to finish off the day. Seriously,
an adrenaline rush to finish off the
day? Yeah.
What’s your favorite horror movie?
Bahhhh...there’s a movie. I don’t
remember. (Uses my computer to search
up the movie.) The Tunnel, bro, so
sick. We should watch it. (Looks up the
images of the movie on my computer.)
Bro, so scary…
If you celebrate Halloween this
year, what would you dress up as?
Probably dress up as (pauses)
Frankenstein. Why Frankenstein? I
guess it’s, you know, it’s an easy costume.
Fits my body type you know. Yadigg? It’s
just easy.

What do you think is the most
haunted place or building on
campus? Tell me if you had any
paranormal experiences in that
building?
Math and Science. I don’t know man.
Every time I step into that building, I
just get bad feelings you know. My brain
starts to slow down, and I just get anxiety
(bursts out laughing) Any paranormal
experiences? Yeah, I mean. Nah Nah
take that back. Like failing a test?
Yeah, it’s very paranormal cause I will be
like studying and I will know everything
and then I go into that building and I
sit down in my class and I just forget it.
Yeah bro, that’s very paranormal. Must
be a poltergeist or evil spirit. Yeah,
sounds right.
Favorite Halloween candy?
If I had to pick candy? Also,
has to be American… has to be
American (pauses)... Probably going
to take Snickers and M&M’s. Honest
question, how often are you
allowed to eat a Snickers? Whenever
I want… Oh, I thought you were
an athlete… No I meant I CAN do it
whenever I want but I don’t do it because
I know it’s not good for me. Oh ok.
Yeah, same story for me.
If there’s one student you fear, who
is it?
You... No, Tim Chung. Why
Tim Chung? I don’t know. He
just intimidates me. How’s he
intimidating? I don’t know, man. I
don’t know, bro. He just intimidates me.
Ok, last question: What’s the
scariest thing you’ve done?
I can’t say that… Ok, something legal
to say that you’ve done… Oh ok. I was
in Nebraska, and as we do in the Midwest
we like hang out and drive around. There
was like that one building that was like
really old, and nobody lived in it. It was
really dark sometimes. So, we decided
to step in, and literally took me like ten

Favorite Halloween candy or
candies?
Sour Patch Watermelons. Is that
it? Yeah. Why do you like them so
much? I don’t know. It’s got the sweet
and sour...
If there’s one student you fear, who
is it?
Hmmmm [long pause]. Wow, you
must fear a lot of people.
Umm, [starts playing with pen, and stops
listening to me] I don’t know. Can we get
back to this one?
Charlotte Whittier ‘19 (right)
Arif: Do you like horror movies?
Charlotte: Yes, ummm, I do like horror
movies. Dead Silence. Oh the puppets.
Why do you like dead silence?
Because I watch it during the day and it
still makes me scared.
What are you going to dress up as
for Halloween?
I don’t have any plans to dress up. Not
really a fan of Halloween. But if you
could? If I had to dress up… My mom
has to force me to put on a costume.
Is that a bad answer? Yeah, just say
anything you want... Mr. Suomi. I
don’t know how you would dress
like Mr. Suomi, checked shirt,
brown old suit, bald head, glasses,
beige khakis, yeah. That’s a fair
answer.
What do you think is the most
haunted place or building on
campus? Tell me if you had any
paranormal experiences in that
building.
If you don’t have one that’s ok. I
don’t have any experiences but if I had

What’s the scariest thing you’ve
done?
I guess… Something scary… I guess
probably, going to this abandoned shack
in Seabrook (which is in New Hampshire
if you didn’t already know) and the
doors, the windows are boarded up...and
the door is half broken and inside is an
old machine, I don’t know what kind of
machine—a huge machine—a locker with
fresh food inside—fresh food?! Yeah,
somebody was probably living in there. I
went in there to take photos—for some
art portfolio? Yes, insulation was
falling out--are these good details? these
are very good details. Broken bottles
on the ground—what brand? I don’t
know… Brown. Ok. Then when I went
home, my mom told me that I can never
do that again because there could have
been heroin addicts in there.
Who at Govs is creepy? Just pick
anyone. Aidan King?
I don’t fear him. Put like Kristoff.
Kristoff Burrell? Yes. Yeah… he’s
kind of creepy.
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Faculty Member B
What’s your greatest nightmare?
Attics.
Favorite halloween costume ever?
Elvis Presley.
Favorite Horror Movie?
Psycho (1960).
What would not like to find in your
trick-or-treating bag?
Snakes.
Who is the eeriest teacher on campus?
Mr. Gerry.
Favorite halloween candy?
Mounds.
Scariest experience on campus?
Finding a snake in the back stairway.

I have a recurring dream of falling
endlessly.
Favorite halloween costume ever?
Dwight from The Office.
Favorite Horror Movie?
I don’t watch those. Life is scary as it is.
What would you not like to find in your
trick-or-treating bag?
Starburst.
Who is the eeriest teacher on campus?
Mr. Woessner.
Favorite Halloween Candy?
Anything with chocolate.
Scariest experience on campus?
It was midnight on campus and I heard
leaves crackling. I started to sprint, only
to realize it was a squirrel.

Faculty Member C

(Answers on page 3.)

What’s your greatest nightmare?

“Nothing like some pumpkin carving to get in the fall spirit!”
– @GovsAcademy on Twitter.

