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 Over the summer, we all went on vacation, laid on the beach, and played sports. But what was going on at Govs, the place we spend over 
eight months a year?  One of the highlights of the summer were the many new improvements made to the campus. According to Christopher 
Wejchert, the CFO of The Governor’s Academy, the school has a renewal budget of around $900,000 each year. Wejchert also said that “time is the 
biggest challenge,” because the school only has a few months each summer to complete a large number of tasks. This year, the school used the renewal 
budget to revamp Parsons, work on the Sager Bowl, renovate faculty apartments and work on many other small projects, such as putting carpets in 
the Perkins dorm. They also received gifts which funded the renovations to the Alumni Gymnasium and a new kiln. The improvements made to 
the Parsons foreign language building, spurred by flooding last winter, consisted of structural and stair work in multiple places around the building, 
replacement of the deck, and painting the whole interior of the building. Though the exact number is confidential, this was a six figure renovation. 
Renovations were done on seven faculty apartments including the conversion of a house on the newly acquired Duff property, also known as Oak 
Marsh North, into two faculty apartments. A yearly part of the school’s budget is a $20,000 section for tree work and a $30,000 budget for paving. This 
year, trees were taken down around the track. Now, the eighth lane can be fully used and much less damage will be caused to the track. The paths 
from Frost to the Fieldhouse were paved, along with the parking area for the athletic buses. I was able to speak to Mrs. McLain, our school’s Athletic 
Director, in a written interview two weeks ago. She provided some valuable information on the changes made to the Alumni Gym and Sager Bowl. 

When did the school decide to begin these projects? 

 We’ve been discussing and working on making the Alumni Gym project happen for many years.  As you can imagine, it’s very expensive 
and consequently we had to do some fundraising in order for that to happen.  Fortunately an alum (who was a basketball player when he was here) 
decided he would spearhead the fundraising and he gave a very sizable gift to the school to get the process moving.  We knew at some point last win-
ter that we would be able to go forward and it was at this point that we started looking for the major contractors (floor, bleachers, walls, etc.). 
 The Sager Bowl which is a significantly smaller project was decided upon last spring.  Last football season was very tough on the field.  
We knew we would have to replace the sod (turf) between the hash lines (the entire center of the field) and decided that it would be a good time to 
recrown it.  That decision was not made until the spring. (Continued on page 5)
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SAVING JOURNALISM- THE GOVERNOR EDITORIAL TEAM
ERIC MILLER ‘18

 At a place like Govs, a strong sense of community is important, and The Governor can be a great platform with which to both unite us and remind us of what makes us so unique as a school. 
News giants like The New York Times and The Wall Street Journal report on news that pertains to larger, more general communities on both a national and global scale. With The Governor, our focus 
doesn’t need to be on these topics because the said newspapers already fulfill that role. Articles in our paper can and should be about more particular news, the kind that matters to a much smaller au-
dience: the Govs audience. To large news outlets, the Byfield Bubble is sleepy and unexciting. However, there is so much more to Governor’s from the perspective of its students, faculty, and staff. News 
that may seem dull to the mainstream media can have a lot of meaning for students. 
 Right now, The Governor does not do this. It undoubtedly has the potential to, but it’s been a more or less overlooked part of our school in recent years. This is primarily due to a lack of content. 
For example, the issue that was in circulation during Parent’s Weekend last year only had enough content to fill one side of a page. Articles were short and lacked the integrity and professionalism of a 
well-done story. This year, the staff of The Governor aims to change all of this. 
 In order to increase the number of articles written, the staff of The Governor has called upon students in various English classes to try their hand at writing an article for upcoming issues. I 
reached out to Taha Bilirgen, an editor of the paper, who said that “with the continued support of the community, we are looking forward to a flood of high-quality articles.” Lydia Fanning, another ed-
itor, expressed her optimism for this new community-oriented approach, stating that, “Hopefully the English classes being involved will help spark interest and produce articles for us initially, and then 
writers will continue to write for us even when it isn’t part of their English homework.” Open-source methods such as this have worked in many different environments, especially on the Internet, with 
services like Reddit, Instagram, and other social networks consisting entirely of user-created and shared content. (Continued on page 9)
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 Does Trump Really Think that 
Barack Obama is a Muslim? In 2011, Donald 
Trump was one of many people calling Barack 
Obama out to produce a birth certificate to 
prove that he was actually born in America 
and wasn’t a Muslim. Once Barack Obama 
produced a copy of his birth certifcate, he faced 
accusations that he had produced a fake birth 
certificate, many of which were brought on by 
Donald Trump. Fast forward four years and 
Obama’s term is ending and Donald Trump is 
running for the Republican primary posi-
tion. Recently, at a Trump rally a man asked 
a question that was somewhat unclear, which 
was either about when the U.S. can “get rid of” 
so called “Muslim training camps” or Muslims 
as a whole in the U.S. (The man also managed 
to call Obama a Muslim and say that he wasn’t 
a U.S. citizen). Trump simply nodded and 
responded with, “We’re going to be looking at a 
lot of different things. You know, a lot of people 
are saying that and a lot of people are saying

that bad things are happening. We’re going 
to be looking at that and many other things.” 
Trump’s answer on its own was astounding, 
aside from the fact that he didn’t see any reason 
when the man called Barack Obama a Muslim 
and a non U.S. citizen to correct him. When 
asked why he didn’t correct him, he said he felt 
no need to defend Barack Obama whenever 
someone says anything bad about him. 
 Or maybe he actually believes that 
Obama is Muslim? Not that it would be a bad 
thing if Obama were a Muslim, but he’s not. 
There also wouldn’t be any questions about 
his religion or citizenship if he weren’t the first 
black president, which is pretty clear since a 
president’s religion and citizenship has never 
come into question until now. Trump’s recent 
status in the poll numbers shows that, while 
still in the lead, his status as the Republican 
frontrunner is slipping, so it is unclear whether 
or not he will continue to get away with saying 
outrageous things.

IMAGE: Accusations brought on by Trump regarding the legitimacy of Obama’s presidency.
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SYRIA: WHERE IS THE HUMANITY?
SARAH MOORE ‘18

 Every newspaper has at least one headline reading “The Syrian Crisis” with a picture of 
a Damascus street in shambles or a wounded child staring straight at the lens. There is talk about 
the brutal destruction. There is discussion about the hundreds of thousands of people migrating to 
EU countries. There is conversation about more strict border control. 
 While all these highly covered topics are important, the part that can get lost is the acts of 
kindness that remind us there is still humanity in the world. 
 Ferenc Gyurcsany, a previous prime minister of Hungary, owns a house in Budapest 
where he and his family live. In an interview broadcast by NPR, the sound of Gyurcsany chopping 
vegetables preludes the reporter’s opening comments. He’s cooking breakfast for the number of 
refugees his family has opened their door to. 
 The current prime minister of Hungary is Viktor Orban, a man whose views on im-
migrants are in significant contrast to those of Gyurcsany’s. Thanks to him, as of now all fleeing 
refugees who pass through Hungary are subject to arrest. But this doesn’t sour the mood for the 
migrants who enjoy the Gyurcsany’s pets and the peaceful atmosphere. One family interviewed 
recounts that “people smile” and how refreshing it is to see and experience happiness again. 
 It’s the simple, thoughtful act of cooking lentils, a traditional Arab food, that warms all 
the people who pass through Gyurcsany’s home. The amenities and safe haven are wonderful of-
ferings, but Gyurcsany’s honest caring has the most impact. He and his family treat the migrants as 
equal human beings, as friends. Gyurcsany is quoted saying, “Sometimes I have the feeling that it’s 
not only the food or the possibility to use the bathroom or wash their hair, but it’s the gesture itself, 
because these people have received so few human gestures in the past few months” (Beardsley).
 Nowadays after a glance at a newspaper or a newsreel it is too easy to lose sight of our in-
nate ability to be great. As we sit back and think how the world needs more people like Gyurcsany 
who is willing to go against the law in order to follow what is morally right, we need to remember 
these hopeful stories because one day the responsibility might be ours. 

BYFIELD BRIEF
PERIODIC UPDATES ON STUDENT GOVERNMENT

September 24

-Lily Bailey and Mr. Mandel to coordinate on 
cutting down school emails
-Samara Gallagher and Lily Bailey to foster 
school unity by creating groups based on 
friendships
-Spirit Week around Mid-October to include 
“Murica Monday,” “Tropical Tuesday,” “Onesie 
Wednesday,” “Twin Day Thursday,” “Govs 
Friday”

October 1

-Peter Braindli discusses implications of stu-
dent advisory board
-Taha Bilirgen proposes television panels 
around campus to reduce emails/announce-
ments
-Elliot Tang proposes “key-club”
-Sorieba Fofanah proposes more “MLK Day” 
like events on campus
-Elliot Tang to announce plans for club exposi-
tion this Friday (9th)

TRUMP A BIRTHER?
PETER WHOULEY ‘18
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CARLY FIORINA: A NEW KIND OF FIRST LADY
KYLE ROCHFORD ‘18

 Fourty-three of the fourty-four Presidents in the History of The United States of America have been white, older men. The start of Obama’s presidency in 2009 marked a new age of political 
diversity-- an African American man is now president. Now, a new, diverse candidate is making their case for President of the United States. Her name? Carly Fiorina. Like Obama, if she is elected, an 
amazing landmark will have been achieved by the American people in electing their first female President. However, unlike our current president, Fiorina seeks the Republican nomination.
 Fiorina went head to head with frontrunner Donald Trump at the second Republican Debate. The primetime event featured the top eleven GOP contenders in the polls. The stage was set 
for the two to go to war as a result of a comment Trump had made in a recent interview with the Rolling Stone magazine. Referring to Fiorina he said, “Look at that face! Would anyone vote for that?” 
Trump told writer Paul Solotaroff, “Can you imagine that, the face of our next president.” He later remarked, “I mean, she’s a woman, and I’m not s’posedta say bad things, but really, folks, come on. 
Are we serious?” Trump would later say that he was not speaking about her appearance, but rather her persona. At the debate, it only took minutes for Fiorina to be questioned about the remark. Her 
response? 
“You know it’s interesting to me.” She went on to say, “ I think women all over this country heard very clearly what Mr. Trump said.”
 It was widely agreed upon that Fiorina performed very well at the Second Republican Debate (CNN). Though barely qualifying for her spot on the stage, she proved that she deserved to be 
there, speaking with poise and confidence about today’s most pressing political issues. 
 For some, the idea of a woman President is scary. Why? Probably, because we, America have never had one. At the Iowa State Fair in August, Fiorina brought up a question she faced early in 
her campaign: “I was asked on a national television program whether a woman’s hormones prevented her from serving in the Oval Office,” she said to the crowd. “So, can we think of a single instance in 
which a man’s judgement might have been clouded by his hormones? Any at all?” The crowd laughed; she was talking about former President Bill Clinton. 
 The Democratic party’s leader in the polls also just happens to be Bill’s wife, Hillary. Fiorina has had strong words about the former Secretary of State and First Lady, “If you want to stump a 
Democrat, ask them to name an accomplishment of Hillary Clinton,”.  
 Many conservatives shy away from ideology surrounding a powerful word in today’s society: feminism. Fiorina, however, wants to change the definition of feminism. Speaking in Washington 
D.C. last June, she told a told a crowd,  “Feminism began as a rallying cry to empower women,” she said. “But over the years, feminism has devolved into a left-leaning political ideology where women 
are pitted against men and used as a political weapon to win elections.” She tells of her own definition: “A feminist is a woman who lives the life she chooses. … A woman may choose to have five chil-
dren and home-school them. She may choose to become a CEO, or run for President.”                 
 Undoubtedly, Fiorina has lead the life she chose. Growing up in Texas, she was a very bright child who would later attend college at Stanford University, and say of the experience, “The truth 
is, I was afraid the day I walked into Stanford. And I was afraid the day I walked out.” After leaving law school, she took a secretary job at a small company.Through hard work and positions at many 
different companies, she eventually became of CEO at Hewlett-Packard (HP) for 6 years, serving from 1999-2005. Her journey from secretary to CEO is the epitome of the American Dream.
 Now, it seems Fiorina has lived a very full life, starting from humble beginnings and working her way up to CEO of one of the most successful companies in America . Fiorina’s worth is almost 
59 million dollars. But for her, the ultimate goal has not been reached yet. The campaign for her and every other presidential hopeful has just started, and until November 2016 they will be busy at work 
winning over the opinions of Americans. Now true for the Presidential race, Fiorina has been quoted earlier in her life saying: “Once I dive in, I dive in all the way.”  

 
 The Presidential Campaign of 2016 has peaked the interest of the nation, and along with it, our campus. Heated debates are 
audible all throughout the dorms, classrooms, and even the Dining Hall. Listening to some of these conversations, I’ve wondered, 
which candidate(s) Gov’s students and faculty believe in? Are they influenced by their parents or peers? I’ve recently sent out an all 
school poll and found some interesting results, which vary among group lines.
 Overall, U.S. Senator Bernie Sanders (D) came out on top, with 41% of the participants showing support or strong interest 
in his candidacy. Second was former Secretary of State Hillary Clinton (D) with 31% of the vote. Third was real estate mogul Donald 
Trump (R) with 21%, and fourth, former HP CEO Carly Fiorina (R) with 20% of the vote. These results show striking similarity 
with the New Hampshire Presidential Primary, with Sanders leading Clinton for the Democratic Party; and Trump leading others 
such as Carson, Fiorina, and Bush for the GOP. 
 One of the fundamental differences is the amount of support Hillary Clinton received from female participants. Out of 
the 50 female participants, 38% showed support or strong interest in Hillary Clinton, but of males, only 16% showed support. On 
the other hand, 24% of male participants showed support or strong interest in Donald Trump, whereas only 14% of female voters 
showed him support. Both male and female participants showed support in Bernie Sanders; 36% of females and 34% of males 
showed him their support. 
 There seemed to be a slight trend depending on which grade the participant was in. For example, with only 12 votes, the 
freshman class showed strong interest in Democrats such as Clinton and Sanders; on the other hand, sophomores showed stronger 
interest in GOP candidates such as retired neurosurgeon Ben Carson and billionaire Donald Trump. No freshman who participated 
voted for Donald Trump. On the other hand, 33% of sophomores showed Trump support . Junior and senior classes seemed to have 
an even balance between Democrat and Republican candidates. 
 31 faculty members answered the survey, and amongst them, 45% of them showed interest or supported Sanders, and 42% 
supported Clinton. Only 6% of them were for Trump, 16% for Bush, and 13% for Ben Carson (R), Ohio Governor John Kasich (R), 
and Senator Marco Rubio (R). 
 There were very interesting comments supporting both parties with numerous thoughts from different grades. Some 
showed strong support in Trump, while others said they would “go to Europe” or “stick a sword into his throat” if Trump was elect-
ed. To my surprise, one freshman who supported GOP candidates, except for Trump, expressed he would “leave the U.S.” if Trump was elected. Some Republican supporters even expressed opposition 
towards Trump’s ideas. 
 One faculty member said he supports Sanders but thinks he will not win the Democratic nomination. He also thinks that all Republican candidates are “unqualified or dangerous.” Another 
faculty member said she did not expect Trump and Sanders to be this popular. While one junior student thinks that Joe Biden, the current vice president, should enter the race for the Democrats, some 
others said that it is too early for the campaign to be this big of a topic. 
 Lastly, one senior student brought up a very crucial point. He thinks it is “concerning when people say that they support someone but cannot explain why. Being informed is very important 
in politics”. It is always essential to have reasoning behind rhetoric, and if this country were to be filled with people who would not vote without thinking, we wouldn’t be complaining about how bad 
politicians are. Only time will tell how the real results of the election turn out, but until then, we know where our community stands.

 

NEW POLL: 
ACADEMY FAVORITE 2016

KEN MINAMOTO ‘18

IMAGE: HILLARY CLINTON

IMAGE: CARLY FIORINA
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LIFESTYLE

ART-GET THE BALL ROLLING
ABBY BASHAW  ‘17

 There’s no denying that Govs is a sports-driven community. With so many athletes 
already pursuing athletic passions at a higher level and often playing sports for club teams 
outside of Govs,  it is no surprise that sports have taken such a prominent role in our lives. 
The simple fact is that the vast majority of the students on campus are athletes. But are we 
focusing on the majority and forgetting about students in the visual and performing arts? 
Is our afternoon activity program meeting the needs of ALL students, and not just athletes? 
How can we create opportunities for students who prefer the arts to athletics?
 In a recent survey conducted on afternoon activities, 30% of the responders wrote 
that they would do a different activity if they could, almost a third of the total answers. 20% 
also stated that they believed that the activities offered did not apply to the whole student 
population. While most (almost 70%) did in fact enjoy their current activity and felt that the 
offered activities were fair, the results get interesting when the afternoon activities of these 
students who responded are factored in. 
 Of the responses of students who do not participate in sports and were involved in 
the arts or community service, 60% felt that the activities offered were not fair and did not ap-
ply to the entire school population. And in response to what activities they would like to have 
offered, 11 out of 13 recommendations had no relation to sports at all. Common suggestions 
included photography, dance, art*, and internships, all of which pertain more to the visual 
and performing arts than athletics.  
 On the other hand, when asked the same questions,  95% of student athletes were 
completely satisfied in their afternoon activity and 90% of those athletes felt that the activities 
were fair and that they applied to the entire school population. They did not feel that there 
were limited activities in the afternoon, and felt that for the most part, the options satisfied 
their athletic desires. Even of the few who did suggest other activities, all of their recommen-
dations were sports related, the three most common being swimming, fitness classes, and 
outdoor programs. 
 Is this really a surprise? Society as a whole has a far greater commitment to ath-
letics than arts. According to salary.com, the average salary of an artist ranges from a low 
of $34,000, with the highest possible average being $90,000 per year. Professional athletes, 
though, clock in around 3 to 5 million, depending on the sport.  This is a pay difference of 
three to four million! This is an issue that goes beyond just the professional athlete. It also 
comes from the way children are raised.  Almost every little kid remembers playing soccer 
when they were young, but did they ever take an art class? The likely answer is no, showing 
that this is an issue that stems far beyond the borders of our campus.
 Everybody wants the best for their child, and they should. But somewhere along 
the way, parents decided that their children would have far more fun on the sports field than 
in the art room. They decided that taking an art class was less important than playing a sport. 
They succumbed to the stereotype that the “jock” is often far more popular in school than 
the “artsy kid,” and just wanted their children to fit in. 

GMOs AS DEADLY AS CHEMICAL INGREDIENTS?
NELLE DOUGLAS ‘18

 Food related illnesses continue to kill hundreds of thousands of Americans each year, with heart disease being the leading cause of death in the US. Yet many Americans still do not know what 
goes into their food. Furthermore, the majority of consumers are unaware that most of the ingredients in their favorite processed snacks contain chemicals that can lead to serious health problems such 
as heart disease, if regularly consumed over time. 
 The flavors, sugars, and fats that make up these processed foods have been chemically designed by companies to be addictive so that consumers will buy more. Common processed food 
ingredients such as high fructose corn syrup, trans fats, and artificial sweeteners are proven to cause obesity, heart disease, and even cancer to name a few, according to naturallysavvy.com. In order 
to prevent fear in their customers, but to mostly preserve their reputation, food companies tend to deny these facts. Instead, these large corporations manipulate words to create misleading labels to 
disguise the true identities of their ingredients. “Natural and artificial flavor,” “spices,” and “partially hydrogenated oils“ are just some of the aliases that these mystery ingredients hide behind. 
 It only takes a peek at the nutrition facts label and some online research, however, to find out what these ingredients are. If you want to know if your food is genetically modified, you will not 
find any explicit information on the label, but you will have to do your own additional research.
 Amazingly, food companies are not required by law to label genetically modified ingredients in their food. Many consumers are therefore unaware of the possibility that their food may contain 
genetically modified organisms, most commonly referred to as GMOs. According to the New York Times in 2013, “Americans overwhelmingly support labeling foods that have been genetically 
modified or engineered, according to a New York Times poll conducted this year, with 93 percent of respondents saying that foods containing such ingredients should be identified.” 
Proper food labelling would allow consumers to make a well-informed and ultimately better decision about the foods they buy and the companies that they want to support. It is the consumer’s right to 
know what is in their food, as they are paying for it and therefore paying the companies who manufacture these ingredients. 
 As a boarding school community where the majority of students and faculty eat three meals a day in the dining hall, the food we eat has a major impact on our performance as students, ath-
letes, and overall members of the Govs community. Therefore, it should be our choice to decide what we use to fuel our bodies. But when it comes to GMOs, without proper labelling, we aren’t allowed 
a choice at all. 
  Are there GMOs in dining hall food? “Probably yes,” says David Alonzi, director of food services. Since they are not required to be labeled, and “ninety percent of corn crop in the US is genet-
ically modified,” he says, “the canned corn served at lunch and dinner, in addition to all other corn products in dining hall food, are more than likely to be genetically modified.” The dining hall is not 
told whether the food they purchase contains GMOs, either. Mr. Alonzi believes that GMO labeling should be required and that consumers need to be able to make a “more educated decision” when it 
comes to their food.
 When possible, the dining hall buys “non GMO, local, organic food,” says Alonzi, including their oatmeal, which is grown locally on a farm in Maine. If GMOs were labelled and it fit into their 
budget, Alonzi says the dining hall would “hopefully” buy non GMO. Yet with the vast amount of information that is unknown about GMOs, at this point, he says “it is not a definitive yes or no.”
 “GMOs have not been proven to be harmful to people,” Alonzi says, “and they have allowed for a greater yield in food production over time.” GMOs do have the power to be beneficial in 
producing disease, weather, and pest resistant crops that have been helpful in feeding the world’s steadily increasing population. However, our lack of knowledge about their effect on health is almost as 
dangerous as what we do know about chemically processed ingredients. 
 GMOs may be the a huge threat to society’s health, and as consumers we should have the right to choose whether or not we consume them.

THE SHAPE OF HIS HEART
—A review of the movie Leon the Professional

XIXI JIANG ‘17

 The Judges of the 1994 Oscars had a lot of difficult decisions to make. They had Forrest 
Gump, Pulp Fiction, The Lion King, and there was It’s a Wonderful Life and Schindler’s List and The 
Shawshank Redemption! It’s easy and amateurish to appreciate famous movies, so as a fanatical movie 
geek, I want to introduce to you another 1994 movie that didn’t win any Oscars, but in my opinion 
topped any other movie of that year. 
 “You love your plant, don’t you?” Mathilda asks.
 “It’s my best friend.” Léon carefully cleans every piece of leaf as he sprays water on them. He 
doesn’t stop when he answers, “Always happy, no questions… you see, it’s like me—“ He lifts the plant 
and waves a hand under the flowerpot, “—no roots.”
“If you really love it, you should plant it in the middle of a park so it can have roots.” Mathilda says. 
Something flashes behind her eyes, almost impossible to catch.
 Léon glances at her and then the plant. He thinks for a while before nodding, “Yeah.”
 The film by Luc Besson, Léon: the Professional is a classic tale about a skilled assassin who 
takes in an orphan girl after the corrupted Drugs Enforcement Administration murders her entire 
family. He then prepares her for her revenge. Despite its placement in the ‘thriller’ genre and intensive 
action scenes, this movie explores in great depths the humanity and empathy of Léon, the assassin, 
who lives his life under a stone-cold, apathetic mask. Frankly, when you kill for a living, you really 
can’t afford not to.
 But the presence of Mathilda shines a ray of light into Léon’s life, illuminating a side of him 
that he doesn’t even know existed. As they begin to discover each other, he becomes her guardian, 
mentor, confidant and, in an unconventional sense, lover. Emotions deep inside of him—after being 
ignored for so long—awake despite his unwillingness; for someone like him, having something to 
love means having something to lose. But love is an innate part of him, just like the roots are of his 
plant. With Mathilda’s nurturing and warmth, it finds its way home, and becomes inseparable from 
Léon. (continued on page 6)

 While society may take a little longer to change these stereotypes, we are lucky enough to be part of a community where this can change. With talent and passion for art on our campus already 
obvious, more support for these artists is all that is needed.  Artists are limited to one season of art, while athletes can play for all three. Artists are required to play a team sport, while athletes are not 
required to take an art in the afternoon. This is a double standard that needs to be acted upon. 
 Simply put, the Governor’s Academy has an award winning art program. Ceramic pieces are being sent to Carnegie Hall to be put on display. Photos are winning prizes from multiple com-
petitions across the country. The arts teachers actively pursue their careers at a professional level.  Last year, art students won a whopping 67 scholastic art awards. On top of that, 19 of those awards 
were gold keys, the highest scholastic art honor for a student. They even won ten more art awards than in 2013, showing that the art program is growing and standards need to keep up with the student 
popularity and talent.
 Yes, sports are ingrained in our community, and that cannot be changed, nor should it be. But with the success and passion apparent, arts should take a lead role on campus as well. The Gover-
nor’s Academy prides itself on having a “thoughtful balance of academics, athletics, arts and service to others.” It’s time to finally make that statement the truth.

GET THE BALL ROLLING---------ABBY BASHAW
THE SHAPE OF HIS HEART-------XIX JIANG
GMOs---------------------------NELLE DOUGLAS
QUIMBY’s ARM------------DANIEL SIMONDS

GIVE SOMEONE A SMILE--------CLARA KIM 
CREATIVE WRITING----------HENRY TUTTLE 
DIPLOMATS WANTED------TAHA BILIRGEN 

* Art for more than one season
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SUMMER IMPROVEMENTS
(CONT FROM PG 1)

What process/ who were the involved parties when a change to 
campus like this occurs? 

 It really depends on what type of project it is and what 
the scale of the project is. If it’s a project specific to athletics it is 
typically me as athletic director in conjunction with the CFO 
(Chief Financial Officer or Business Manager) and the director 
of buildings and grounds.  Coaches are typically involved in an 
advisory role specifically when it comes to advising during the 
design phases.  Depending on the scope and nature of the proj-
ect, it might include other people from Building and Grounds 
as well as people from our communications office and the Head 
of School.  For major construction projects, particularly for new 
construction, such as the hockey rink and turf field, the Board of 
Trustees will be the first ones involved.  The school regularly re-
vises its strategic plan and when it comes to major constructions 
projects, we always confirm that the project fits in the strategic 
plan before plans move forward

How and where were the funds raised for the project? Were there 
any particular donors?

 Yes, there was fundraising done for the Alumni gym.  
A past player (alum) with a strong interest in the school and 
basketball offered to spearhead fundraising to make that project 
happen.  In addition, there was a large donation made several 
years back specific for the project but the project could not begin 
until we knew we had the funds necessary to complete the proj-
ect right.  

Were there any problems with the Sager Bowl/ alumni gym that 
caused for these positive changes? 

 As I said before, the Sager Bowl took a beating last fall 
and needed to be re-sodded.  It made good sense to upgrade 
the crown for draining purposes while we had the field skinned.  
Otherwise, the field is great.  But I will definitely take this mo-
ment to remind people that for that field to stay in great shape, 
it’s important for people not to walk across and wear a path in it.  
Regarding the Alumni gym: there was nothing unsafe about the 
floor but it was 60 years old and after 60 years of good hard play, 
there were a lot of soft spots which impacted the quality of the 
play.  The bleachers were falling apart and clearly needed to be 
replaced and the wall definitely needed a sprucing up.

Can you talk about what specific changes were made to both of these 
locations and how they will be different? 

 Sager Bowl - new sod, recrowned and some additional 
drainage added. Alumni gym - brand new floor, brand new 
scoreboards (there will be one at each end of the court now in-
stead of just the one on north wall), new bleachers and the walls 
have been painted.  (Gone are the days of the 1960 - yellow tile 
in that space :-) ) 

When are these projects expected to be finished?

 The Sager Bowl is finished.  They just finished sodding 
the two last spots that needed it so it’s a matter of watering them 
daily now. The alumni gym should be done by Oct 9 (hopefully 
sooner but we are sticking with that date for now)

Is there any other info that you have to share that wasn’t asked 
about? 
 
 Unfortunately, when you are trying to retrofit an ex-
isting space (rather than starting from scratch with a brand new 
building), the challenges are different and sometimes money 
and a lot of work has to go into things that will ultimately not 
be visible to most people.  For example, sub floorings, support 
beams in walls, electrical wires. etc.  The only other interesting 
thing I can think of is that the alumni gym was scheduled to be 
done by the start of the school year.  Two things put it behind 
schedule: first, the old floor was so well constructed that it took 
the contractor’s an extra week to demolish it.  The contractors 
were not expecting that quality of construction when the first 
schedule was made.  The other thing that happened was the 
humidity in the month of August.  Once the old floor was 
removed, floor contractors bring the wood in and let it accli-
mate for a week or so before they lay it.  Unfortunately, during 
that time, the humidity was so high they couldn’t touch it.  That 
same humidity hung in for a long time so ultimately we rented 
some heavy duty dehumidifiers so we wouldn’t get even further 
behind schedule.  Once the humidity broke and the dehumidifi-
ers could take care of the air, the company was able to get back to 
work

 Overall, despite the constraints of time, the school was 
able to complete many improvements to the campus with only 
little overrun into the school year. As we use these improved 
facilities, let us not take for granted the hard work made by 
many individuals in order to make them possible. Equally as 
important, the Govs community should take the time to thank 
all of those who helped. 

WHAT REALLY HAPPENED HEAD OF 
SCHOOL’S QUIMBY’S ARM

DANIEL SIMONDS ‘17

 Routine Surgery… come on!  As everyone listened to the announcement during our first Monday morning meeting of the 
school year, I thought “what a lame and boring explanation for the bulky sling attached to his forearm.” Headmaster Quimby briefly 
addressed the issue of his injured arm, held tight in the black sling, and then moved on to the next announcement. 
 I believed that NO WAY did Dr. Quimby just get routine surgery on his arm. Our Headmaster spent too little time at 
morning meeting talking about it. He was hiding something. Something too secretive, embarrassing or utterly unbelievable had 
happened to his arm. I was determined to find out.
 I devised three hypothetical scenarios that could have possibly caused Dr. Quimby’s  injury. With input from friends and 
a little research on Headmaster Quimby, I was able to refine these scenarios into three detailed and highly plausible reasons for the 
injury.
 Scenario 1.) Dr. Peter Quimby is commonly found outside Mansion House with his wife Dr. Lori and two dogs Sonny and 
Eagle, tossing them a tennis ball or just sitting under a tree petting them in peace. One brisk Saturday morning last summer, Head 
of School Quimby was feeling extra energetic and decided to take his dogs along with him while he went power walking. Normally, 
he did not bring his dogs because they walked at such a fast pace and he had trouble keeping up with them and holding onto their 
leashes. This morning, he was up for the challenge, so he wrapped the ends of their leashes around his forearm giving him a good 
grip in case they decided to make a run for it. As Dr. Quimby and the dogs made their way down Elm Street, the dogs happened to 
notice a plump little squirrel devouring a whole horse chestnut beside the road. If you have never seen a horse chesnut before, it is 
about the size of a golf ball. The dogs took this into account knowing the squirrel would not be able to move very fast with the large 
nut in its mouth. They decided to charge the squirrel.  Dr. Quimby was in the zone, birdwatching and listening to the early morning 
bird calls as he walked. He was caught off guard when the dogs bolted away from him. OH NO!  The leashes were still wrapped 
around his arm! The power of the two dogs pulling on leashes was too great and his arm was wrenched from its socket as he toppled 
over. OUCH! Still in a dazed state of surprise, Dr. Quimby was dragged down a grassy knoll on the side of the road, his dogs still 
avaricious for a taste of plump squirrel.  Dr. Quimby finally regained control of the situation when the squirrel, nut still in mouth, 
made it up a tree where the dogs couldn’t catch it. Dr. Quimby ended up sitting with his panting dogs on the side of the road nursing 
his clearly injured arm, waiting for Dr. Lori to come pick him up. 
 Scenario 2.) During the first morning meeting, Dr. Quimby had to inform us of the sad news that “Kudos Bars” may be 
discontinued. He was deeply saddened by this news himself and let the students know that he searched far and wide in the New En-
gland area for the Kudos Bars, only to come up empty handed. What Dr. Quimby chose not to tell us that morning is that he had his 
hands on the last box of Kudos Bars in New England. After a long day of driving around the greater Boston area and visiting many 
Walmarts, Targets, Hannafords and even CVS’s in search of the Kudos Bars, Dr. Quimby was distraught. He had found none. How 
sad the students would be when he told them there were none to be found. He could not be the harbinger of this horrific news. Dr. 
Quimby made one last call that day to a Kmart in Seabrook, New Hampshire.  Dr. Quimby usually did not travel this far north into 
New Hampshire, especially not a place as dangerous as Seabrook, but the Kmart store manager said there was one box of the bars 
left. Although he was frightened of the odd New Hampshire people, he made the trek northward. In the Seabrook Kmart, Quimby 
found the last box of Kudos Bars. While at the checkout line, basking in glory of his success, a large grizzly man behind him tapped 
his shoulder. “Excuse me, buddy, but I believe you got the last box of them tasty bars I’ve been eating for the last 10 years.” In shock, 
Dr. Quimby clung tightly to the box of Kudos Bars that the big man was eagerly eyeing. Then out of nowhere, the big man’s beefy 
hand quickly snatched for the box. Dr. Quimby, expecting the attack, dodged out of the way and made run for it. With the large man 
at his heels, he skidded to a stop in the produce aisle. He hid behind the fresh vegetables, still clinging to the Kudos bars. SPLASH! 
The grizzly man tossed a entire watermelon at Dr. Quimby. It hit the floor, breaking open leaving a pinkish sloppy mess on the floor. 
While Dr. Quimby ducked and then hurled raw radishes and ears of corn back in defense from behind the large produce container, 
he noticed his glasses had become dislodged in the heat of the battle. They lay on the linoleum floor a few feet from him. Dr. Quim-
by made a run to grab his glasses, but slipped on the oily slick pink crushed watermelon, landing heavily on his arm. He heard a pop 
and sharp pain. OUCH! Luckily the Kmart store manager, who heard screams and shouts, arrived to the scene of the confrontation. 
The manager tazed the large grizzly man into submission with an electric cattle prod he kept around for rowdy customers because, 
after all, this was New Hampshire. Dr. Quimby bravely clung to the Kudos Bars and was given them for free by the store manager for 
his pain and suffering. 
 Scenario 3.) Dr. Quimby attended Bowdoin College in Brunswick, Maine and was an exceptional student. He studied 
Government and Russian, but he did not spend all of his time doing schoolwork. He also had time for extracurricular activities, in 
particular, men’s club fast pitch softball. This sport was not soft, although the name implies it. Players had to catch the ball with their 
bare hands, and the Bowdoin College guys did not fool around when it came to softball. Ever since graduating, Dr. Quimby has 
always returned to the Bowdoin campus during the summer to play in the annual fast pitch reunion game. As a relief pitcher, Dr. 
Quimby’s job was to strike out the remaining batters during the last few innings of a game. This summer, Dr. Quimby was more 
excited than usual to play in the reunion game. He had been working out and crushing the bench press all summer. He knew his 
pitches would be on fire. Dr. Quimby’s arm and ability to strike out batters earned him the nickname “Pete the Heat” and he was 
ready to whoop the Bates team this summer. The drive to Brunswick, Maine was long and boring, but he made it to the Bowdoin 
campus and he was ready to compete. The game was intense and droned on into the 9th inning. Bowdoin was up by one run. Bates 
was up to bat, their three biggest hitters starting the lineup. Dr. Quimby was called in to finish them off. It was just like the old days. 
The guys in the dugout started chanting his name as he walked to the pitcher’s mound. STRIKE 3!  Dr. Quimby quickly struck out 
the first batter. STRIKE 3!  Dr. Quimby struck out the second batter. At this point the Bowdoin team was going crazy like a pack of 
hyenas. Two outs. The third batter is up. STRIKE 1! The catcher throws the ball back to Dr. Quimby. He winds up again. STRIKE 2! 
“Pete the Heat is back!” “Go Pete” echoed from the dugouts. The big green ball rested in Dr. Quimby’s hand. He was confident, and 
ready to finish this and get to the post game gathering at the local Applebee’s. He wound up. Took a big first step. Snap! He heard a 
loud pop in his shoulder. Ouch! Oh no! His arm popped out of the socket as he threw and the large green ball. The ball lobbed its 
way towards the batter, who was David Hasselhoff, the Baywatch TV series star, Bates class of 75’. Hasselhoff grinned as he slammed 
the ball into the outfield. Dr. Quimby crumpled and spun to the ground in pain, but as he fell he looked back into the outfield. He 
saw Reed Hastings, the CEO of Netflix, Bowdoin class of 82’, dive for the ball in the outfield and perform a perfect catch. 
 Although I confronted Dr. Quimby, he still swears by his original story. His arm was in the sling just because of  routine 
surgery. Whether you choose to believe his explanation, believe my hypothetical scenarios, or create your own reasons, is totally up 
to you. I highly recommend, however, you be skeptical of what the authority says and consider other possible answers.
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CONSIDER CREATIVE WRITING
HARRY TUTTLE ‘18

 
 Want to become a better writer? Join creative writing! 
Writing is an essential skill in an academic atmosphere and will 
help you throughout your life. Led by world renowned writer 
Andre Dubus, this class meets once a week on Monday nights 
from 6:30-9pm. Mr. Dubus has written best selling books Dirty 
Love, Townie- A Memoir, The Garden of Last Days, House of 
Sand and Frog, Bluesman, and The Cage Keeper and Other Sto-
ries. The number of awards and recognition he has received for 
his work is astounding. After just two classes with Andre Dubus 
, my perspective on writing has totally changed. Mr. Dubus has 
an old style of teaching that has a special effect on his students. 
His background is astonishing. During our first class he told 
us his life story and collectively as a class we could not believe 
what he has been through. My perspective on life and the world 
around us has dramatically changed all because of one brilliant 
man. I urge you to take greater care in your writing and sign up 
for this amazing class next semester.

GIVE SOMEONE A SMILE
CLARA KIM ‘16

 
 Operation Smile is a program to help out children who are suffering with cleft palates by raising money for treatments. 
Students and staff members who are involved in the program go on missions to several different countries to support the kids and 
to provide money in that country for the medical help the kids can receive. Many kids are naturally born with cleft palates, and their 
parents are suffering because that they are unable to help their kids. Being involved in Operation Smile gives us the joy and experi-
ence in knowing that little children are going to live a normal life. 
 At first, I was thinking through several ways that I could set up a program at my school to help others. Then, I found out 
about Operation Smile. I asked my orthodontist if he had any ideas and he told me about this program. He wasn’t involved in the 
program, but knew other students who went on missions and told me about their involvement.
 When I was three, my dentist found a little chip in my tooth. It turned out that all my other teeth were chipping away at, 
and sharpening, my front tooth. Since he wasn’t an orthodontist, he suggested that I get examined by a surgical doctor. Therefore, I 
went to a bigger hospital, St. Mary’s Catholic hospital. I got examined by an orthodontist who figured out that my problem was that  
the top part of my jaw and the bottom part was not moving the way it was supposed to. It wasn’t closing and opening normally, and 
it was a little twisted. The orthodontist had never put braces on a three year old. However, he was willing to give it a try. This would 
be his first and his last time, probably, operating on a three year old’s teeth. Because of my orthodontist, he was able to fix the tooth 
on time and place my jaw in the right position to function normally. 
 This conference was my first step in knowing more about the program and how I can be more involved in making a big 
change and breaking the barrier of the judgemental society. The International Student Leadership Conference which was held in 
Orange County in California was a four day conference where students hear from motivational speakers, learn how to be a leader, 
how to work as a team, and how to look things in a different perspective. By taking small steps, I believed that I could play a part 
in making other people’s life worth living and help kids be happy to look normal again. I was interested in the conference and the 
program in general because I could sympathize with these children. My situation wasn’t anything like the situation of  children who 
are living with cleft palates, but I was happy and thankful that someone wanted to help me fix my problem and didn’t hesitate once 
to help me look normal. I wanted the little kids to feel the same way I did. I wanted the kids to look forward to having a normal smile 

and be happy and thankful that they had us to support 
them. By going to this conference, I knew I wasn’t going 
to go on missions to help kids cure their cleft palates 
right away, but could take my baby step to help raise the 
money which was the most crucial part in aiding the 
kids to get the help they need. 
 At ISLC, there were team leaders who were 
trained and went on missions to several different coun-
tries, activities which helped us become new leaders 
and spread the word to others, and lectures who talked 
about their experiences. The team leaders helped each 
student at the conference to raise funds at the schools, 
to build regional summits, and most importantly, to 
become a leader. One of the themes of the conference 
was how to break the barriers. 
 One of the speakers was named Terry Hawkins. 
Terry Hawkins, from Australia, is an award winning 
speaker, entrepreneur, and an author. Terry Hawkins 
was a dynamic and a powerful speaker who told us that 
there were no failures in life, but just feedback. Every-
one falls into the pit;  you can’t be happy all of the time. 
We all have to have empathy. She introduced us to the 
“Flipman.” She taught us to repeat things and to gain a 
habit in your brain. We had to overcome that our brain 
thinks that it’s talking bad about ourselves. Since we 
follow what we do and not what we say, we have to take 
the first steps in becoming a leader. We have to train to 
become like a captain to lead the crew to move the boat 
to gain a productive outcome. We can say it, feel it, see 
it, and finally do it. I was surprised by the techniques 
Terry used to give us a simple, yet powerful lesson. 
Terry Hawkins took a cliche “take the action, become 
a leader” phrase and approached it with a new concept 
of having our own flipman and becoming a flipman  by 
taking action and to come out of our pit. 

 My favorite speaker was a woman named Lizzie Velasquez. She is a 25 year old global motivational speaker, anti-bullying 
activist and author. She’s given TED talks, and her talks were featured on multiple social media channels. Lizzie was a bullying victim 
when she was younger because of her chronic condition where she isn’t able to gain weight and will always be stuck at weighing 50 
pounds having just her bones show. Lizzie has been suffering from a condition that she can’t fix for 25 years. She learned from her 
own experiences that she will never be able to forget. She was once bullied and wanted to save others from causing the pain that she 
was in. She didn’t give up and fought for herself. She got bullied, pointed at, and laughed at, but she believed that she could preven-
tothers from experiencing what she experienced in the past. She showed courage, happiness, love, and hope. She was braver than 
anybody and never lost her smile. She showed us that we can move on from our pain and sufferings and help others from what we 
dealt with. Lizzie was the most courageous and beautiful woman I have ever met. 
 My second favorite speaker was Julie Kelly. Julie Kelly was not the perfect person, but a person who had aspirations of pur-
suing her passion and becoming a scientist. However, she had to face challenges such as the car accident that almost ended her life. A 
speeding drunk driver ran a red light and hit Julie directly in her driver’s side door. Julie’s lecture was to embrace being unique and to 
be one of a kind. Each one of us could represent ourselves by being extraordinary. 
 When Julie’s car crashed, her leg was pinned under massive pieces of the ruined car. However, Julie didn’t let her fear get 
into her way of saving her own life. She was not afraid to reach up and take risks. She stepped up for herself. Julie fought for herself. 
She had to believe that when she survived the accident she had opportunities for something bigger to happen in life. “Everything in 
life happens FOR you not TO you.” Julie got her “superhero” out of herself in a difficult situation. Julie constantly reminded herself 
about the good life that she will have in the future by getting her leg out and surviving. She had the three essential factors- courage, 
strength, and perseverance. Everyone lives in fear or has situations where they just want to give up and let things go. However, Julie 
taught us that if we are the victim of a situation and stay at that same place, we will never be able to take the extra step and gain 
strength to get back to being ourselves. We have to defeat the negative conscience and bring out the positive conscience. Julie spoke 
from her experience and what she learned and gave us the most significant advice in becoming our own selves. We need to remem-
ber that we are strong and courageous. We can take control and defeat the challenges in every situation. Most importantly, we can 
never give up. By taking out our “superhero”, we can push through the pain and fear of the challenges we face. We can be special, 
unique and one of a kind. Julie taught us resilience and courage and to keep fighting even when the odds are against us. She was the 
most moving speaker with the best advice that she can give to teenagers. 
 My future goal would be to go on a mission and have an experience I will only have once in my lifetime. I hope to go to 
a country to help support the kids, help kids smile, and to build relationships to build them the medical care that the kids deserve. 
However, my next step , as of now, is to spread the word about this amazing program to the Govs community. I want to raise money 
by baking sales or other types of fundraisers. I want to create a chapter and show the whole student body videos about these children 
and how people felt when going on these missions. With over 400 people helping out, I believe that I can make a difference and 
break the barrier by becoming a leader in my community.

DIPLOMATS WANTED
TAHA BILIRGEN ‘17

 What’s the first thing that comes to mind when you 
hear the word “diplomat”? Does your mind wander to the recent 
meetings Obama had with the Chinese president? Or maybe 
you think of deteriorating relations between the US and Russia. 
You see, when diplomacy comes to mind, we immediately think 
of official, almost ceremonial acts of international relations, but 
what I come to think of as diplomacy is a gathering of innova-
tive, sociable, and energetic people who are just trying to get to 
know each other. Why do I think so? Because I’ve been part of 
High School Diplomats, an exchange program between Ameri-
can and Japanese students which has been around since 1987.
 Now, why Japan? Historically, Japan has developed a 
unique culture due to its seclusion during the Tokugawa Shogu-
nate. Japan remained isolated from the world from 1603 to 1868, 
during which the island nation severed ties with the rest of the 
world. Following the restoration efforts from the Second World 
War, Japan has successfully modernized while maintaining its 
eastern heritage, and has become a key US ally overseas. One 
of the key cultural identities of Japan is its firm anti-war stance, 
which developed from WWII. I was able to experience this 
stance firsthand during diplomatic talks with Japanese students, 
where topics varied from gender equality to the US invasion of 
the Middle East. I was also able to experience more traditional 
versions of Japanese culture through dances, songs, calligraphy, 
and presentations. The fact that we were able to experience all of 
this at Princeton University complimented the program. While 
the concept of a whole cultural exchange may be overwhelming, 
HSD may be the most easygoing, relaxed, and enjoyable sum-
mer program I’ve ever attended, and what’s more, its completely 
free.
 If you’re interested in being part of this eye-opening 
free program this summer at Princeton University, you can find 
the application materials on the program website or pick up a 
handout from the main office.

THE SHAPE OF HIS HEART
(CONT FROM PAGE 4)

 
 Later, when bullets fly into his apartment like a storm 
and he promises her as he sends her down the airshaft that he 
would find her when it’s over, that they would leave this place 
together and she would never be alone again, we all understand, 
as much as she does, the weight and despair behind the white lie.

        As the movie approaches the end, Sting comes on as the 
camera zooms out, spanning over the blooming trees, freezing 
on the skyline of New York City forever in that summer after-
noon.

        Love and being loved become Léon’s ultimate punishment 
and prize. 

 “I think we’ll be okay here, Léon,” Mathilda whispers as 
she plants the Aglaonema in front of the orphanage.
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GIRLS’ CROSS COUNTRY DOMINATES AT LAWRENCE 
MORE SUCCESS TO COME

NELLE DOUGLAS ‘17

 Following decisive victories for both the Varsity and JV teams this past Saturday, Governor’s Girls Cross Country is looking forward to a strong season in 2015 and improving upon its fourth 
place success at the New England Division II Championships last year.
 Both girls’ teams defeated opponents from Lawrence and Middlesex in the opening meet at Lawrence Academy. The day began with the JV girls scoring an impressive 15-50 against Lawrence, 
as well as 21-35 against Middlesex, even without all of their runners competing or finishing the race. Heather Skinner won the race, with Maeve Pattie coming in as a close second. Following their 
success, the Varsity girls scored an equally notable 19-44 against Lawrence and 23-37 against Middlesex. Most impressively, sophomore Danielle Page won the race in a blistering 21:56, setting a new 
Lawrence Academy course record. 
 This year, the girl’s team promises more depth than in previous years. Returning runners have gotten stronger, and many new, talented runners have joined as well. “I think the girl’s team has a 
lot of potential,” says head coach Jeff Kelly. “There is good returning talent from last year, and there are some new seniors who are also going to contribute a lot. So, all of a sudden, a team that had decent 
depth now has outstanding depth.” Despite the loss of top runner, Katie Hanlon, who now runs at Northeastern University, the 2015 team is already proving itself successful and setting its sights high. 
 Co-captain for the girls’ team, Anna Morris, echoes Coach Kelly’s optimism. “We look really good this year,” she says, noting the team’s “really strong younger runners,” Danielle Page and Oliv-
ia Haouchine. “We have a solid pack of girls on the varsity team who are the same speed and can build off each other as the season progresses… I’m excited to see how the season will play out for us!”
 As Anna’s fellow captain, I share her enthusiasm for the rest of the season with this group, to be continued at our first home meet vs Nobles & Greenough and Groton School next Saturday, 
October 3rd. As Coach Kelly says, “It’s just a matter of everybody working together, getting faster, staying healthy, and having fun together.” Most definitely, he says, “the team will build as the season 
goes on.” 
 And your support will make us even faster — come watch and cheer on Gov’s XC!
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GO BACK FOR THE 
SECOND SERVING

ABBIE PIKE ‘17

 Imagine yourself breaking free of the Byfield bubble 
to go on a road trip across the country. All your bags are packed 
and the last thing you need to do is get the car prepared. If you 
were about to drive for several days from Byfield to California, 
would you fill the car up on grass? Rice? No, you would fill your 
car with fuel because that is what it needs to get you to your 
destination. 
 Just like cars, athletes need to fuel their bodies properly. 
In particular, female athletes need to make sure they eat enough 
food and the right kinds in order to function at their best. If girls 
don’t eat enough food each day to meet the physical demands of 
their sports, they are putting themselves at a high risk for injury 
and female athlete triad syndrome. 
 According to the American College of Sports Medi-
cine, female athlete triad syndrome can be acquired by any type 
of female athlete who does not eat properly. Eating disorders, 
amenorrhea (irregular menstrual cycle), and osteoporosis (the 
weakening of bones that can lead to stress fractures) are the 
three symptoms that can appear all together or individually in 
these athletes. Immediately, athletes notice a decrease in their 
physical performance during practices and games, but over a 
long period of time these girls are at risk for multiple broken 
bones, heart problems, and issues with their reproductive sys-
tem. 
 The good news is that female athlete triad syndrome is 
easily avoidable. Girls  can take care of their bodies properly by 
making sure to eat a sufficient amount of fruits and vegetables 
along with food that is plentiful in vitamin D and calcium each 
day. Protein is also important to include into a female atheletes’ 
daily intake. By eating more of the right food, girls are actually 
doing themselves a favor now and later down the road. 
 Why does all of this matter? As we get to the heart of 
the fall season, it is easy to get swept into a routine of eating the 
same plate of food day after day. The dining hall offers a variety 
of food options that can properly provide every nutrient and 
food group that girls need. By fueling up each day, female ath-
letes will notice a difference on the field and in their daily lives. 
And who knows, our Govs athletes might just have their best 
season yet to come.

 JV WOMEN’S HOCKEY- 
OLYMPICS BOUND?

KATHRYN CARDER ‘17

 Most people are familiar with the JV Women’s Hockey 
team. Let’s be honest, who wouldn’t be? We recruit top-notch 
high school players far and wide in South Byfield, eventually 
sending the majority to the top DI and DIII schools in the na-
tion. After one attends our game, it’s pretty difficult to differen-
tiate us from an NHL team. Our speed, our stick work, and our 
ride or die attitudes make us one of the most competitive hockey 
teams in the ISL, and better yet, America. 
 Our great ISL standing did not always come easy 
though. We had to fight and claw our way to success. A senior 
on the team, Samara Gallagher, states, “Practices are the most 
challenging part of my day. Wait, scratch that, my year.” The 
Head Coach, Michael Karin, along with assistant coaches Tracy 
Stickney and Ryan Long, have designed an extremely difficult 
workout on the ice and off. After our lengthy 1.25 hours of 
practice, the squad heads to the gym to do some much needed 
off ice conditioning. Players will start with squats and quickly 
work their way up to intense weightlifting. Not to put words in 
his mouth, but Coach Karin often says things like, “I have never 
seen a more well conditioned hockey team in my entire life.”
 Yes, it’s a given we work hard, but, we understand how 
crucial this is to the rest of our lives. Team Captain and hopeful 
Boston College Commit, Maya White, states, “Look, in the 
long run, this is probably the most important thing we’re ever 
going to do in our life. If we don’t perform, we’ll probably end up 
doing suicides on the ice after the game.” We take our jobs very 
seriously. We just don’t want to disappoint the fans. 
 “Ticket sales begin in October, due to the great 
demand,” Chris Robinson in the Bookstore says. Games are 
packed, and there is rarely an open seat. I encourage everyone to 
get to the games early because you’re not going to want to miss 
one minute of this. 

FOOTBALL LINKED TO 
BRAIN DAMAGE

 
 Every student here has taken the ImPACT test (Imme-
diate Post-Concussion Assessment and Cognitive Testing). It is 
a prerequisite for participation in sports, and for good reason. 
As its name implies, the ImPACT test is an amazing tool that 
helps coaches and trainers diagnose players with concussion fast 
and more accurately than ever before. Research on concussion 
treatments and diagnoses have become more effective and 
accurate in recent years due to the fact that people are seeing the 
long term negative effects of concussions received from contact 
sports, such as football and lacrosse. However, even those stu-
dents who are never diagnosed with a concussion are still at risk 
for brain damage from even one season of varsity level football. 
A 2014 study published in The Journal of Neurotrauma called 
“Abnormal White Matter Integrity Related to Head Impact Ex-
posure in a Season of High School Varsity Football” by Elizabeth 
M. Davenport, Christopher T. Whitlow, Jillian E. Urban, Mark 
A. Espeland, Youngkyoo Jung, Daryl A. Rosenbaum, Gerard 
A. Gioia, Alexander K. Powers, Joel D. Stitzel, and Joseph A. 
Maldjian has shown a significant difference in average ImPACT 
test scores in varsity football players taken at the beginning and 
end of a season, in which none of the participants had received a 
concussion.
 Although the sample size is small, at only 24 par-
ticipants, this can’t account for the severity of the results. The 
ImPACT test is broken up into 4 parts: the verbal memory 
composite score, the visual memory composite score, the visual 
motor composite score, and the reaction time composite score. 
The preseason average for the verbal memory composite score 
was 89.64. After the season, the average had dropped to 85.29. 
That is a loss of  4.852% for the average score. For the visual 
memory composite score the pre and post season averages were 
81.93 and 73.79 respectively. The average went down 9.935%. 
For the visual motor composite score, the preseason average was 
40.00. The postseason average was 37.20. That is a reduction of 
3.0%. The final portion of the ImPACT test is the reaction time 
composite score. Unlike the previous three test, a lower score is 
better for this test. The preseason average was 0.53, and the post 
season was 0.63. That is a reaction time increase of 18.87%. 
 Now, this doesn’t mean that everyone should stop 
playing football. This is only one study and there are equipment 
improvements all the time that help increase safety and prevent 
head trauma. However, this study, and others like it, should 
be taken into consideration when deciding what to do for an 
afternoon activity and how much althetes are potentially putting 
on the line. 

MAX CAIATI-NARDONE ‘17

Volunteer at the Main Office

SPORTS
BEHIND THE RANKINGS-------------DANIEL SIMONDS
OLYMPIANS AT GOVS-------------------JENSON PALMER
SUCCESS FIELD HOCKEY---------------SARAH MOORE

CROSS COUNTRY DOMINATION---NELLE DOUGLAS
SECOND SERVING----------------------------------------ABBIE PIKE
BRAIN DAMAGE----------------------MAX CAIATI-NARDONE
JV WOMEN’S HOCKEY------------------KATHRYN CARDER
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WHO IS BEHIND THESE RANKINGS?
 
 “Ranked 4th in the ISL!? You’ve got to be kidding me”  was my initial reaction after seeing the independent school football preseason rankings in the Boston Herald. I was sick with disgust. 
Despite winning the ISL title for the fourth year in a row, #4peat,  the Boston Herald ranked the Governor’s Academy Football team 4th in the ISL. The Boston Herald has repeatedly underestimated the 
Governor’s Academy football team. In 2014, the team was ranked 3rd.  In 2013 the team was ranked 4th. In 2012 the team was ranked 5th. Every one of those years the Govs squad won an ISL title and 
proved the Boston Herald’s rankings wrong.  Naturally, I wondered who is behind these preseason rankings? 
  Towards the end of summer, the players on the Governor’s Academy football team reconvene on the soggy grass of the lower playing fields for a week of preseason. The prospective players 
clash unrelentingly for four days in front of the coaches giving their mightiest efforts to earn a spot on the varsity team. The competition between players to earn a varsity spot is high, but the players are 
focused on a much larger goal. Every player wants a winning season for the team and to prove, yet again, that the Boston Herald’s preseason rankings are clearly wrong. 
 Preseason week is when the Boston Herald publishes their ISL Football ranking. The ranking is determined by the number of returning players and the prior season’s win loss record. Over the 
recent years, the Governor’s Academy has been constantly ranked poorly, despite winning the ISL championship over the last four years. In the words of senior captain Brian Fraga, “It’s hard to believe a 
team that wins every year is ranked fourth.” The Governor’s Academy Football team lost 24 seniors from the 2014 season, but every year we’ve lost seniors and the next season we’ve always come back 
and won the ISL title. So the real question is who at the Boston Herald, year after year, is ranking Govs football so poorly. After some googling, I found the answer in small print under “authors” on the 
Boston Herald high school sports rankings page. Dan Ventura, a local high school sports reporter at The Boston Herald, has been creating these rankings the past four years.
 As a journalist at The Boston Herald, I assumed Mr Ventura would be intelligent and dedicated to publishing the facts.  However, ranking the Governor’s Academy 4th again this year in my 
opinion is not intelligent. I assumed there must be some sort of screw up in the football statistics used by Boston Herald that slipped past Mr. Ventura.  As I thoughtfully pondered the Herald’s apparent 
mistake, I just couldn’t settle with Mr.Ventura accidentally messing up the numbers. Sabotage immediately came to mind. The numbers must have been tampered with on purpose!  Is Mr Ventura a 
Brooks graduate or possibly a Lawrence Academy alumni, I was unsure. The thought of his leaning on the office water bubbler near his cubicle smugly sipping water out of a dixie cup knowing that he 
screwed the “RED Dawgs” over again just angered me. I decided to call the Boston Herald.  I was determined to discover Dan Ventura’s true identity because I couldn’t find him on Facebook and his bio 
was not available on the Boston Herald website. 
 After a brief conversation with a very nice assistant at the Herald, I was informed Mr. Ventura was not in his office; he was out for lunch.  Perturbed by Mr. Ventura’s absence, I pictured him 
out for lunch munching on a turkey club with Milton’s football coach. I was angered. I was determined to get in touch with him and confront him about his faulty rankings. I called back later in the day.  
NO ANSWER!!  I was infuriated. Why would someone whose rankings and predictions have consistently been wrong for the last four years not want to speak with a Governor’s Academy student who 
could give him some insight and hopefully steer him away from publishing more false pre season rankings?  
 I found Mr. Ventura’s failure to return my call quite suspicious. Without any communication from Mr. Ventura, I was left to interpret his actions on my own.  Based on Mr. Ventura’s actions, I 
have concluded three possibilities as to why the Governor’s Academy football team has been ranked so poorly: Mr Ventura must have attended Brooks or Lawrence which would explain why his math 
predictions were horribly wrong; Mr. Ventura did not want to speak to a Governor’s Academy student because he knew he was wrong and ashamed about his 4 years of false predictions; Mr. Ventura’s 
rankings will be wrong yet again. 
 

 Could you imagine sitting in class with an Olympian? Well, in a few years, you may be able to say that you 
did. This summer, sophomore Sky Caron (Hampton, NH) and freshman Samantha Davidson (North Andover, MA) 
were named to the U17 Junior National Field Hockey team. Both can attribute their talent in field hockey to hard 
work, sacrifice, and athletic genes.
 Caron and Davidson are multi-sport athletes. Both play lacrosse in the spring, and in the winter Caron 
plays basketball while Davidson laces up the skates for ice hockey. The two athletes began participating in sports at 
a young age, most likely because their parents were also dedicated athletes. Both of Davidson’s parents played sports 
in college; her mom played soccer and ice hockey, and her dad played tennis. Caron is not the first member of her 
family to put on a jersey for the US. Her mom was on the US Lacrosse team and played both lacrosse and ice hockey 
in college. Her dad also played sports in high school.
 Becoming so good at a single sport takes a lot of time and dedication. Caron started playing seven years ago, 
and Davidson has been playing for five. Caron realized early on that field hockey was something she loved. “Once 
I started playing club field hockey in 5th grade I was able to learn lots of cool new skills and I was able to compete 
against the best teams in the country. That’s when I realized that I wanted field hockey to be my main sport,” she 
stated. Davidson decided field hockey would be her main focus last year when she made Junior Olympics for the 
first time. 
 Both Caron and Davidson agree that with being so committed to a sport comes a lot of sacrifice. Playing 
field hockey requires traveling to various locations in the country, such as Florida, Pennsylvania, and California. Al-
though Caron enjoys going to new places, a lot of the traveling happens during the school year, so it can be difficult 
to miss so many classes and social events that are happening back home. Davidson agreed that missing so much 
school and not being able to spend as much time with friends is the biggest challenge. She added, “My club is based 
out of Pennsylvania, so we have to drive there many weekends throughout the year, which takes away from my free 
time.” 
 With all of the sacrifice that comes with being a dedicated field hockey player, it is important to find ways 
to stay motivated. Davidson finds motivation in the competition she is up against. Competing at the national level, 
she knows she has to train extra on her own to keep up with her competitors. Caron, on the other hand, is motivat-
ed by the people who have helped her become the player that she is today. She wants to show her parents that all of 
the time and effort they have put into field hockey have paid off. “I’m also motivated by my club field hockey coach, 
Chelsey Feole, because I want to make her proud,” she claimed.
 Davidson and Caron both plan on playing field hockey collegiately and aspire to continue playing nationally 
as they get older. If they continue to play nationally, it could lead to amazing opportunities, such as competing in 
the Olympics. As two of the best players in the country, Sky Caron and Samantha Davidson will surely help lead the 
Governor’s Academy Field Hockey team to a successful season.

 After falling short to St.Mark’s in the NEPSAC 
finals last fall, the varsity girls field hockey team looks to 
bounce back even stronger this season. With pre-season 
in the past and the season underway, the team looks 
promising, beating Cushing 6-0 in their home opener. 
With a whopping 12 returners, including captains Mitzi 
Wiggin ‘16 and Abby Nearis ‘16, the team shares high 
hopes for the 2015 Fall Season. Joining the roster this 
year is sophomore Alex Sterchele, freshman Delaney 
Bashaw, and National player Samantha Davidson ‘19, 
all of whom are looking forward to contributing to the 
team. Also looking forward to getting back to winning 
is last seasons NFHCA Regional All-American and Na-
tional player Sky Caron ‘18 and her twin, ISL All-league 
award winner Finn Caron ‘18.
 Coming off a successful record of 16-3-1 last 
fall, “the team feels confident about reaching [their] 
goals” says returning sophomore Quinn Greer. So far 
this fall the varsity field hockey team has proven itself to 
some big schools including Phillips Exeter and Thayer. 
Last season included big wins over the Hopkins School 
and the Berkshire School during playoffs, along with a 
tie against Phillips Academy Andover to upset their per-
fect season. Greer also tells us that “the team doesn’t go 
to practice expecting them to be easy, but we expect to 
improve.” Greer makes it clear that field hockey takes no 
games lightly, and maybe this is the key to their success.  
 We look forward to watching the team go for 
revenge against reigning NEPSAC champions St. Mark’s 
during their October 24th game on home turf. As for the 
rest of the season, Greer looks forward to “getting some 
W’s, winning some titles, and taking some names.” 

DANIEL SIMONDS ‘17

FUTURE OLYMPIANS AT GOVS?
JENSON PALMER ‘17

FIELD HOCKEY AIMS TO 
REPEAT LAST YEAR’S SUCCESS

SARAH MOORE ‘17

8



EDITORIALS
CENSORED-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------TAHA BILIRGEN
THE GOOD NEWS FIRST-------------------------------------------------------------------LYDIA FANNING
THUNDER AND SUNSHINE---------------------------------------------------------------------YITAO DING

CENSORED
TAHA BILIRGEN ‘17

 If I were to write an editorial titled “Our lacrosse team is an incapacitated group of 
ne’er-do-wells who will lose every game,” two things would likely happen. First, I would probably 
receive a “surprise” visit from some pretty angry Red Dogs. But if I were to support that claim with 
a legitimate argument, the second thing that might happen is an evaluation by the lacrosse team 
about future prospects and ways to improve their game- that’s progress.
 With a whole year of journalism ahead, I’ve had to ask myself, what is a true newspaper? 
If it’s merely a collection of “feel-good” articles, then The Governor is a great success. Yet, it couldn’t 
be considered the comprehensive forum it claims to be, because the real Governor’s community is 
full of contention and controversy. Such oversight has led to the rise of such popular publications 
as The Byfield Chronicle. Whether you agree with its writers’ contentions or not, it is an indisput-
able fact that they have generated controversy and discussion. The market that The Byfield Chroni-
cle has presided over has long been a subject of voodoo for the “official school newspaper” because 
those who run and support it- editors, faculty, and writers alike- are absolutely frightened by the 
thought of hurting anyone’s feelings. Now, I would not try, nor would I succeed in claiming that 
articles can’t hurt people, because they can and do. I’m sure that Nixon wasn’t delighted to read an 
investigative report on the Watergate scandal. Nor do I think that the former CEO of Volkswagen 
feels too hot right now with the circulating news on his company’s emission scandal. So, should 
these articles have been published? I doubt anyone can say no, and still claim to hold dear the true 
tenets of journalism, which is a fidelity to the unadulterated truth and a commitment to watch 
over and inform the community for malfeasance, inefficacy, and hypocrisy.
 By taking away the social impact of journalism, you’re asking us here at the newspaper 
to use our writing skills without using our most valued treasure, our judgment. This barebones 
version of the press leads to articles without character, writers who hold themselves back, and a 
newspaper few truly find interesting. Right now we’re reporting, but what’s the point of informing 
people of the news if we don’t give them anything to reflect on?
 Moving forward, if we truly want to develop as a community, we have to stop being 
everyone’s guardian angels. Students already have the right, opportunity, and capacity to respond 
to any form of criticism presented in the newspaper. So far, by eliminating criticism entirely, we’ve 
missed out on the opportunity to learn and teach how to interpret and respond. When was the 
last time the editorials received a response? Either the editors are infallible, or our community has 
become accustomed to accepting every written word as scripture, where nothing is up for debate. 
We claim to be preparing our students for greatness, but seem to ignore the fact that with greatness 
comes judgment; how will they respond?
 In front of us, we have a year to re-invigorate the newspaper. While we are polishing it 
day by day, adding advertisements, organizing sections, and redesigning the format, we can’t forget 
the most important aspect of the newspaper, its influence. At the end of the day, the newspaper 
doesn’t come down to the reading of the articles themselves, but the reactions they draw from 
the community. The best articles are those that make us question our most cherished opinions, 
established values, and fixed assumptions . This year I would be sincerely disappointed in my 
leadership, my community, and my newspaper if it becomes necessary to re-launch The Byfield 
Chronicle, but if that’s what it takes to make progress, then progress will be made. At this point, it’s 
not a question of if but where. Will we actively be advocates of change? Or will we force the change 
to sneak around and hide in deep, dark crevices? We’ll find out soon enough.

THE GOOD NEWS FIRST
LYDIA FANNING ‘16

 “Cold case murder.” “Church sex abuse scandal.” “Donald Trump.” What do these phras-
es have in common? Not only are they recent topics from Boston Globe news articles, but they 
are all also extremely depressing. (Especially Donald Trump. Am I the only person who is sick of 
hearing him make a fool out of himself?) These headlines prompted us on the editing staff to ask 
the question: Why is the news always so sad? 
 Provocative headlines are necessary in news. The title of an article must spark readers’ 
interest enough for them to keep reading. Perhaps the easiest way to produce a provocative title is 
to choose an extreme event as the topic of the article. People are more likely to want to read about 
the huge fire that killed hundreds of people than the new T system in Boston. That’s just human 
nature. We are drawn to information that is exciting, novel, and sometimes terrifying or heart 
wrenching. The natural morbid curiosity that we all possess affects which articles we choose to 
read or which news stories we pay attention to.
 The news isn’t solely composed of depressing stories. Maybe we think that it is because 
we remember the topics that evoked strong emotions, like rage or sadness, more clearly than we 
remember the more mild, positive topics. We see things like the refugee crisis or police brutality 
cases and we want to do something to help, to change the state of the world. We can’t ignore these 
issues and pretend that everything is perfect, because it isn’t. And as long as we live in a progres-
sive society, we will never be satisfied with the way the world is. We will always be searching for 
improvements that can be made to current systems or situations.
 As you skim through this issue, you will find intriguing articles that inform you about 
pertinent events and issues, on campus and out in the so-called real world that we’ve all heard so 
much about. Hopefully these will inspire you to make a positive change in your life, in the Govs 
community or in the outside word.  
 

 

 When dreadful and unexpected events occur, nearly everyone has that moment 
where 4 letter words start to froth up and everything else becomes blank. Unfortunately, I went 
through that exact experience this July as I missed my flight for my Catalyst Internship with 
MIT. 
    Even though the plane’s departure time was 9 AM, I mistakenly confused the arrival 
time of 2 PM with the departure time, and so I set my alarm clock for 10 AM. As I arrived at 
the airport and found out that my flight had just departed, I broke down, literally. I thought 
everything was going according to plan but surprisingly, my  plan had failed.
 Along with four letter words, I could picture my parents freaking out. They had 
always been extremely anxious when I messed up at school. When I was in 6th grade, I got a 
“C” on a geography pop quiz and my parents yelled at me for hours, intermixing the lectures 
with derogatory phrases like “Yitao you were meant to be a great man, but look at who you 
are now!” The worst thing about my parents was that they weren’t like any other angry Asian 
parents, as they were both extremely educated and they enjoyed insulting me with literary 
flair for hours. Fortunately, I haven’t endured any of my parents’ thunderstorms after I came to 
America. This fear of the thunderstorm seemed more significant than the fear of missing an 
internship opportunity. But inevitably, the plane was missed, and the thunderstorm had come, 
with all its literary flair.
 I booked another flight  for the next day and this time, I embarked on my journey to 
the airport 5 hours before the departure time. Just as expected, I arrived in time and became 
the first person to board the aircraft. The guy sitting next to me wore a pair of huge glasses and 
caught my eyes,  and I immediately said “hi” to him as he peeked out of the window.
 As the quick conversation turned out, he was a handsome Chinese man named 
Jamie. I asked him what grade was he in and he replied with a simple “12.”
 “Why are you visiting America then? Aren’t you supposed to be worrying about your 
college application?” I asked.
 Jamie chuckled, and said, “I’m not worried at all.” He turned his head to look at me. 
“My father has set everything up for me. He runs a drugstore but he is also an instructor of 
chemistry at Beijing Institute of Technology, so he can get me in. He has already arranged a 
spot in the Medicine Department for me. After receiving a degree in pharmaceutics, I’ll work 
at my dad’s drugstore, which has been passed on for generations. See? It’s all planned out.”
 “Wow,” I was amazed and I sighed as I started to worry about my college applica-
tions.. Some elusively imminent(elusively imminent is a little bit of an oxymoron, but I like 
the way it sounds) thunderstorms flashed through my mind, as I imagined the possibility that 
all my dream schools would reject me. I began to begrudge his lifestyle and further inquired, 
“Jamie, do you have to worry about anything in your life, then?”
 “No,” he was resolute. “For example, my dad wanted me to visit America to expand 
my horizon at age 17 . Everything from my kindergarten years is planned out, including my 
marriage. I will marry my dad’s best friend’s daughter, Cheryl, whom I have played with since 5 
years old. All I have to do in my life is to relax and enjoy the sunshine.”  
 Even though I envied him at first, I started to pity him 10 minutes later. I’m glad that I 
can at least control what I’m doing. Indeed, even though the upcoming quiz/test/paper/college 
application might be difficult and have an impact on the course of my life, I can only enjoy life 
after the thrill of failing and facing all those uncertainties. It is possible that I miss a flight, flunk 
a quiz or get rejected by all the colleges, as uncertainty is everywhere and everyone is scared of 
it. However, without the risk of a thunderstorm, who would appreciate the sunshine anyway?

THUNDER AND SUNSHINE
YITAO DING ‘16

 Articles will help improve the paper drastically, but that doesn’t do much good unless 
they’re interesting. Luckily, the editorial team has been looking into ways of improving how stories 
are written. Lydia went on to explain how they will achieve a better level of quality in their pub-
lished articles: “We’re encouraging our writers to report like real journalists: investigate their topic 
fully, interview members of the community about it, get a range of viewpoints in order to write an 
informed article.” This journalistic integrity has been embraced in Mr. Rokous’ English classes, as 
students are studying Journalism 101, a guide for proper journalism targeted at high-schoolers, 
written by Nina S. Scott of Phillips Andover Academy. Taha informed me of other measures he 
wants to take to improve articles, saying that “One of the things I personally will be advocating for 
is less censorship.” This initiative, in fact, is the focus of his editorial.
 In terms of the design and sections of the paper, Taha has said that he and his team will 
be looking at successful newspapers from schools like Phillips Andover and Exeter Academies 
for ideas. This will not only lead to new innovations in the layout of the paper, but also, as Taha 
told me, give them a sense of their competition, and to sometimes serve as an example of what to 
avoid. 
 With the help of the community, The Governor can become a legitimate newspaper, one 
that can bring our community closer together with the news it brings us. If you want to be a part 
of this, the team meets in the Cobb Room on Mondays from 6:30 to 7:30. You can get started now 
by writing an article on whatever you feel is important to share with the Governor’s community. 
When it’s ready, you can email Taha, Lydia, or Jeff Ding to look it over, and you may even see it get 
published.

SAVING JOURNALISM- 
The Governor Editorial Team

(CONT FROM PAGE 1)
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IN BRIEF
UPCOMING EVENTS

October 5
First Math Club Meeting.

October 6
Modified Schedule.
Community Convocation.
Special Olympics Meeting: 
Heads/ Shadows.

October 7
No events scheduled.

October 8
Quarter 1 Warnings due by 2:00 p.m.

October 9
No events scheduled.

October 10
No events scheduled.

October 11
No events scheduled.

October 12
No events scheduled.

October 13
Club exposition.

October 14
PSAT.
No classes/special programming.
Seniors: common applications work-
shop.

October 15
No events scheduled.

October 16:
On Campus Humanities, Kalifa and 
Koliba Afro Pop Band.

October 17
No events scheduled.

Octob.er 18
No events scheduled.

October 19
No events scheduled.

ACADEMY NEWS BULLETIN

October 4
Mrs. Hamovit takes exchange students 
from the Pudong Foreign Languages 
School out to dinner, marking the end 
of their two week stay; exchange stu-
dents to leave for Shanghai shortly.

Powderpuff game (all girls flag foot-
ball) to take place Friday night.

Dr. Brayshaw sets first meeting of the 
Math Club for Monday, October 6.

October 3
Accidental fire alarm goes off in the 
Alumni Gym, interrupting commu-
nity dodgeball game. Game resumes 
after local fireman disable the alarm.

October 2
JDRF (Juvenile Diabetes Research 
Foundation) raises $1,216.

U.S NEWS BULLETIN

October 4
Jason Chaffetz challenging Kevin Mc-
Carthy for House Speaker.

President Obama honors firefighters 
in Maryland.

Slim Jim to cut 1,500 jobs.

Obama Adminstration to keep focus 
on gun control.

Flood sweeping Eastern U.S amidst 
heavy rains.

South Carolina hit by massive rainfall.
Eight casualties reported.

October 3
U.S C-130 plane crashes in Afghani-
stan.

October 2
Dunkin’ Donuts announces the shut-
down of 100 stores, blaming mini-
mum wage hikes.

U.S jobs report signals fall in stocks.

October 1
Cargo ship El Faro sends out distress 
call at 7:20 a.m. Search operations 
continue.

September 29
Pope leaves U.S for Rome.

WORLD NEWS BULLETIN

October 4
Russian airstrikes into Syria intensify.

Flash flooding of the French Riviera 
results in rising death toll.

Over three hundred still missing in 
Guatemala landslide.

CEO of Volkswagen optimistic about 
the future of his company despite 
emissions scandal.

Chinese manufacturing still on the 
decline.

Doctors Without Borders leaves Afghani-
stan after recent airstrikes.

Britain to get more drones in the fight 
against extremists.

Missing $1.5 billion from Moldovan 
banks causes anti-government protests.

Turkey’s president calls Russian airstrikes 
in Syria “unacceptable.”

Iranian Parliamentary Speaker urges law-
makers to decide on nuclear deal.

NASA reveals pictures of Charon, Pluto’s 
largest moon.

France urges additional climate pledges 
ahead of Paris U.N talks.

Bermuda hit by Hurricane Joaquin.

The 

Governor
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