
Required Summer Reading and work 2017-2018 
 
As preparation for the coming year’s work, each student must acquire and read the books 
listed below. Students are tested on these books at the start of the school year, and the 
grades they receive become part of their Quarter 1 grades. If you have any questions, please 
call the Academic Office at 978-499-3141. 
 
Students who are in AP classes should also check for additional books at the end of this 
document. 
 

Freshmen 
English Department 

 Mishima, The Sound of Waves 

History Department 

 Sherman Alexie, The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-time Indian 

 

Sophomores 
English Department 

 Larry Watson, Montana 1948 

History Department 

 Hermann Hesse, Siddhartha 

 
Juniors 

English Department 

 Tom Franklin, Crooked Letter, Crooked Letter 

History Department 

 Tim O’Brien, The Things They Carried 



Seniors 
English Department 

 Junot Diaz, The Brief Wondrous Life of Oscar Wao 

History Department 

Steven D. Levitt and Stephen J. Dubner,  Freakonomics: A Rogue Economist Explores 
the Hidden Side of Everything 

 

 

Advanced Placement Courses: English 
 

Junior AP English 

Tom Franklin, Crooked Letter, Crooked Letter 

AP Language and Composition students should choose an issue of social equity or 
social justice and create a Google folder of links to news articles (from two different 
newspapers), opinion pieces, interviews, video clips from news or late night television, 
cartoons or graphics regarding your chosen issue. You should have a total of 8 links 
to share in your folder when classes begin in September. 
 

Senior AP English 

Charles Dickens, Great Expectations 

Junot Diaz, The Brief Wondrous Life of Oscar Wao 

  



Advanced Placement Courses: History and Social Sciences 
 

 

AP European History 

Bertolt Brecht, Galileo 

Steven D. Levitt and Stephen J. Dubner,  Freakonomics: A Rogue Economist Explores 
the Hidden Side of Everything 

AP World History 

Tom Standage, The History of the World in Six Glasses 

Hermann Hesse, Siddhartha 

 

AP United States History 

Ronald White, Lincoln’s Greatest Speech 

Tim O’Brien, The Things They Carried 

 

AP Psychology 

Susannah Cahalan, Brain on Fire 

Steven D. Levitt and Stephen J. Dubner,  Freakonomics: A Rogue Economist Explores 
the Hidden Side of Everything 

AP Government 

Joseph Ellis, Quartet 

Steven D. Levitt and Stephen J. Dubner,  Freakonomics: A Rogue Economist Explores 
the Hidden Side of Everything 



 

Advanced Placement Courses: Science 
AP Biology 

Sharon Moalem, Inheritance: How Our Genes Change Our Lives – and Our Lives Change 
Our Genes 

AP Chemistry  AP Chemistry Summer Work 

 

 

Advanced Placement Courses: Foreign Language 
 

AP Spanish Literature 

La casa de Bernarda Alba - Federico García Lorca 
(it is inside their AP Literature book - no need to order it) 
(Required) 

 

AP Spanish Language 

AP Spanish Workbook: Language and Culture Exam Preparation 
Vista Higher Learning 
Isbn - 9781618572462 
(Required) 
 

AP French 

Le Petit Nicolas,  de Sempe-Goscinny  
ISBN-13: 978-2070364237 
(Required) 
 
 
 
 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B7JKVkyqpybFRlhUc3k5TFNnU0ZNdjFtS0t4NUYwTV9SWVVB/view?usp=sharing


AP Latin 

The Aeneid of Virgil (Bantam Classics) Reissue Edition 
by Virgil (Author), Allen Mandelbaum (Translator) 
ISBN-13: 978-0553210415 
ISBN-10: 0553210416 
(Required) 

 

AP German 

Der Besuch der alten Dame 
ISBN-13: 978-0395040898 
ISBN-10: 0395040892 
Heinle Cengage Learning 
(suggested) 

 

AP Chinese 

Barron’s AP Chinese Language and Culture with MP3 CD, 2nd Edition 
ISBN-13: 978-1438073880 
ISBN-10: 1438073887 
(Required) 
  

http://www.amazon.com/s/ref=dp_byline_sr_book_1?ie=UTF8&text=Virgil&search-alias=books&field-author=Virgil&sort=relevancerank
http://www.amazon.com/s/ref=dp_byline_sr_book_2?ie=UTF8&text=Allen+Mandelbaum&search-alias=books&field-author=Allen+Mandelbaum&sort=relevancerank


Summer review for students entering Algebra II 

  

We in the mathematics department wish you a productive, restful, and fun summer, and the teachers of 
Algebra II are looking forward to having you in class next year.  Since many of you have spent the last 
year studying Geometry, we feel it is important that you take some time this summer to review Algebra I 
topics as those skills and topics will be expanded upon in the fall.  To review this material, we offer 
three options: 

1. There are videos listed by topic that can be found on Moodle in a course called Algebra 
Review for Geometry Students. 
http://elmstreet.govsacademy.org/moodle/course/view.php?id=793. 

2. You could go to Khan Academy online and take the Algebra I class there.  

3. You could purchase a work book on Algebra I from Summer Skills Books at 
www.summerskills.com and use it to brush up on your algebra skills. 

While none of this summer work is required, the mathematics department suggests very strongly that 
you do some work. You will be assessed on your Algebra I skills at the beginning of the school year to 
help us confirm you are placed at the appropriate level. 

  

http://elmstreet.govsacademy.org/moodle/course/view.php?id=793
http://www.summerskills.com/


Summer review for students entering Pre-Calculus 

  

We in the mathematics department wish you a productive, restful, and fun summer, and the teachers of 
Pre-Calculus are looking forward to having you in class next year. It will be a full year expanding on 
some of the topics that were introduced in Algebra II/Trigonometry and exploring new topics that will 
prepare you for Advanced Pre-Calculus with an Introduction to Calculus and make applications to 
various topics in business, economics, and the sciences. 

With so much new material to cover, it is necessary that you return in the fall feeling comfortable with 
topics already studied in Algebra I and Algebra II/Trigonometry. Two suggestions: 

1.     A partial list of these topics with connections to Khan Academy and some review sheets 
with answers and explanations will be posted on Moodle this summer in a class called 
Summer Review for Pre-Calculus. Newly enrolled students should contact Mrs. Connors, 
jconnors@govsacademy.org for this link.  

2.     Use your notes from Algebra II and your Algebra II/Trigonometry text book to review the 
material. Practice with some of the review tests in the book. 

In order to satisfactorily cover the necessary material in Pre-Calculus, students must return to school 
competent in the essential skills learned in previous classes. After a very short review on these topics, 
you will be quizzed on the material early in the school year. 

  

mailto:jconnors@govsacademy.org


AP Photography – Summer work 

 

Students are expected to start exploring their AP Photo Concentrations during the summer and they are 

asked to submit 2 sets (5 images each) of their best new images to a Flickr online group site in July and 

August. Students share their work on the Flickr group site with other AP Photo students as well as 

“outside” contributors (2 or 3 Gov’s AP Photo alums and a guest artist typically share their work with 

students each summer). The extra time that AP Photo students spend shooting during the summer 

usually results in photographs that end up being included in their final AP portfolios.   

  



AP Advanced Studio Art – Summer work 

Advanced Drawing Assignments for Breadth Portfolio 
 

Please complete 4 out of 12. You may choose which four. 

Please bring to 1st class 
 
 

Remember the principles of line quality, composition and design.  Consider the power of differentiating 
foreground, middle ground, background and negative space.   Use your point of view, your individual voice to 
tell a story through the choices you make about subject matter and psychological impact.  The rest is about 
drawing.  
 
1. Draw in multiplicity. Example: shoes in your closet, food in your kitchen cabinet, tools on 

a work bench, paints and brushes. Your choice of Media. 
 
2. Draw buildings in a landscape of a city, town, your neighborhood, or a place you visit 

during the summer. Use a bird's eye or snail's point of view.  
 
3. Draw and shade your room using correct principles of perspective. Use a viewfinder to 

establish the most interesting composition. You do not have to include the whole room. 
It could be a close-up of an area of the room.  

 
4. Create a still life of objects that tell a story about you. This is called a self portrait still 

life. Be sure to include at least five objects. It is easier to create an interesting and 
balanced composition with an odd number of objects rather than an even number.  

 
5. Draw a landscape from life. It should focus on one idea. Remember all you have learned 

about good composition. Include a distinct foreground, middleground, and background.  
 
6. Study your feet and shoes. Create a strong thick and thin contour drawing of your shoes 

drawing from different angles.  Include more than one drawing on the same page over 
lapping and filling the format.  Pen or pencil 

 
7. Draw bottles and cans. Have them crunched up for details in the reflections and folds of 

the metal. Include lots of detail and only show a small area instead of the whole can or 
cans.  If it is a bottle, find an area that shows off the reflections and surface quality of 
the bottle. 

 
8. Draw a piece of furniture in your house.  This can be in color or black and white.  Sit in 

an area and observe the lines and shapes of the piece. Create a format around your 
observed area and look for textures, gradations, wood grain or interesting shapes and 
make a detailed study. 

 



 
9.  TEXT AS VALUE: You will complete a pen and ink drawing using words to determine 

values. By choosing a picture to work from with high emotional content and then using 
a thesaurus to select words that describe the picture's content, you will help ensure the 
success of this project. Words should be placed together tighter, made bolder etc. to 
achieve darker values. STEPS – This instructs you step by step on the procedures to 
follow so you may successfully complete this project. 1) Select a picture that creates a 
feeling of emotion in you when you view it. The stronger you feel about the subject matter 
or theme,  the better. If the picture is not black and white, a black and white copy should 
be made. In this stage, you will work on your thumbnail sketch. You may crop, enlarge, 
reduce, add details, leave out some details, create a composite thumbnail of several 
images, etc.2) Complete a light line drawing of the picture. Be as accurate as possible. 
The finished product is never better than the original drawing. 3) This step is inter-
changeable with step 2; using a thesaurus, compile a list of at least ten words that 
describe the feelings or emotions of the image. 4) Beginning with the darkest areas first, 
start laying in your words, obviously change the words as you go along, rather than 
repeating the same word over and over. Make the words tighter, more condensed, etc in 
the areas that need to be darkest. Spread them out as you get lighter. This is very much 
like stippling or pointillism, only you are using words instead of dots. 5) Complete the 
entire picture using words to define the picture and its different values. MEDIA – 
materials used: pencil, pen and ink paper, permanent ink pens, thesaurus  

 
10. Faculty Portrait: Choose a faculty member and photograph them with lighting either in 

a setting you which to use or a position/composition you find compelling.  Consider 
media/size/scale and point of view…what do you want the viewer to associate with this 
person?  You must ask their permission and arrange to take their photo on your own. 

 
11. Propaganda Poster Assignment: For this assignment, you will create your own 

propaganda poster for one of the following movements: Occupy Wall Street, Syrian 
Conflict, Egyptian Independence, Conflict in the Middle East, Pro-Choice/Pro-Life 
Abortion, Gay Marriage for/against, Animal Cruelty, Global Warming.  Choose a pro/con 
side, do some interwebs research and have a clear persuasive vision with a slogan and 
an image.  This is a graphic assignment (think of Tomi Ungerer’s anti-war posters) so 
imagery should be strong and simple.  

Your poster will be graded on the following criteria:  
- the purpose of the poster is clearly defined 
- the poster demonstrates knowledge of content 
- the poster is persuasive 
- it’s visually appealing 
- creativity and originality 

The best propaganda posters use both words and pictures. You could use only words, but 
remember that the poster needs to be appealing to the eyes (and that sometimes a picture 
is worth a thousand words). In addition, the posters should be in color (and no, pencil-lead 
grey is not a color). Remember, the poster needs to be visually appealing; otherwise nobody 



is going to support your war/political effort!  
 
 
12. Complete a series of small and finished drawings with pencil or pen and ink of the 

following: 

 Contents of a trash can 
 Hands holding something 
 Keyhole 
 Eye in the back of a spoon 
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