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You can search high and low, but you’ll never find a colleague and friend
as devoted and caring as Janet Adams-Wall. For the past thirty years,
her life has been inextricably woven into that of the Academy. Arriving a
“bachelorette,” she soon married the love of her life Ed Wall. Before long
her two beloved sons Christopher and Thomas also arrived and, given
their mother’s dedication to duty, spent their first few months sleeping at
her feet in the College Counseling Office—a metaphor for the nurturing
Janet has gifted to us all. Her ability to juggle both family and job at that
time speaks volumes about her organizational skills, her determination,
and the depth of her convictions. She could and would give nothing less
than her very best to all who needed her, her modus operandi to this day.
Yet this she does without fanfare; indeed, she shuns the spotlight. She
nourishes her soul by doing good rather than seeking praise for a deed
well done. An unstoppable thinker, she has always offered creative
suggestions for improving our community, and when we’ve listened,
we’ve learned. Yet regardless, she has quietly gone about her business
of caring for others in her office, the dining hall, the dormitory, and at
every imaginable student event. Long before the term “diversity” was
a household word, she invited long-distance or homesick students into
her home and life, for that is simply where her heart led her. She has
been known to calm nervous middle-schoolers awaiting their Governor’s
interview, as well as to cold-call any available college students in their
respective libraries in the quest of unearthing the real “skinny” on student
life at their school. If it matters, no outreach is too great.
After thirty years, we are releasing Janet to retirement in Brunswick, Maine,
where another community welcomes her home with open arms. But her
dedication, integrity, and passion have left an indelible positive spin on
her legacy here at the Academy. We are a better community because
she was here.
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YEARS AT THE ACADEMY:

FAVORITE BOOKS:

30 years

Wide variety of fiction and non-fiction
with a few favorites: Half the Sky; Team
of Rivals; The River of Doubt; The Spirit
Catches You and You Fall Down; The Power
of One; Crime and Punishment; Cutting for
Stone; Classics

EDUCATION:
Washington State University, BS
University of Southern Maine, MS

RESPONSIBILITIES/DUTIES:
Director of College Counseling - 25 years;
Co-Director - 1 year; Senior Associate
Director of College Counseling - 4 years.;
Dorm Duty: Farmhouse Dormitory 13 years;
Dorm Parent - Farmhouse, Phillips, and
Doggett Dormitories; Driver for Community
Service or Health Center

FAVORITE MUSIC:
All types of music, but especially classical,
folk, and popular music from the 1960’s
and 1970’s

ACTIVITIES AND INTERESTS:
Travelling, sports and fitness, music (piano

and guitar)—singing and playing, reading,
writing, religion/spirituality, gardening,
volunteering

PASSIONS:
Learning more about myself and the world
through travels, reading, volunteering, and
spending time with people from a variety
of backgrounds

GREATEST SATISFACTION:
To have had a wonderful marriage, the
birth and love for my two sons, and the
satisfaction of a meaningful career working
with young people, parents, and college
admission officers

