profile
Stephen Metz

years at the academy
September 1978 – present

education
B.S. Trinity College (1972)
M.A. Boston University (1979)
M.S. Worcester Polytechnic Institute (1994)

responsibilities & duties
Teacher in Science Department; Head Coach, Varsity Boy’s Basketball;
Editor, The Science Teacher journal; various committee work including
leadership of the 2000 and 2010 New England Association of Schools
and Colleges Governor’s Academy accreditation process.

favorite books
John Gardner, The Sunlight Dialogues, Grendel, October Light;
Richard Powers, The Echo Maker; Ken Kesey, Sometimes a Great
Notion; Thomas Hardy, The Major of Casterbridge, The Return of the
Native, Tess of the D’Urbervilles; Phil Jackson, Sacred Hoops; John
Wooden, Wooden: A lifetime of Observations and Reflections on and
off the Court; William Butler Yeats (Collected Poems); Rumi, Words of
Paradise; Michael Pollan, The Botany of Desire, Malcolm Gladwell, The
Tipping Point, Outliers, Blink, Do Parents Matter?; James Surowiecki,
The Wisdom of Crowds; Jane Austen, Pride & Prejudice; Dan Arielty,
Predictably Irrational; Primo Levi, The Periodic Table.

favorite music
Almost all types: R&B, blues, reggae, folk, American roots, world,
classical. Artists Bob Dylan, Catie Curtis, Neil Young, Toots and
the Maytals.

activities & interests
Skiing, biking, travel, reading, writing, clarinet, technology.

passions
My children, family and friends; science teaching; empathy
and respect; Gov’s Basketball!

greatest satisfaction

Making a difference in students’ lives, contributing to science
education both at Govs and on a national level, and being a part
of the Gov’s basketball tradition.

peer profile
When I think of Steve Metz I, of course, think of the
consummate teacher of chemistry and, now, biology. Long
a believer in hands-on activities and demonstrations, his
“experiments” have often shaken the halls of the Center
for the Study of Mathematics and Science. As an innovative
head of the science department at the time, Steve had
much to do with the acquisition and design of that
wonderful facility. Basketball coaching is another center
for his talents to be shared, bringing to the Academy’s boys
several championships, both ISL and New England titles.
I think, too, of Steve as a valuable and respected colleague,
one who allowed no one to generalize easily. He is quick
to insist upon evidence for someone’s policy position
and constructively submits alternative positions for
consideration. Foremost in my reflections on Steve Metz,
however, is his earnest, career-long advocacy for diversity,
diversity in the student body, and diversity amongst the
faculty. There is much to learn from him, and there is much
to respect and be grateful for.

