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GHOST STORIES BE-
HIND THE GOVER-
NOR'S ACADEMY

Haodi Shi '20

The Govs community 
members are always 
proud to live and study 

on a historical campus where 
many buildings have hidden 
stories--including ghost sto-
ries. In fact, people have re-
ported witnessing ghosts in 
many of the school buildings. 
In this article, we are going to 
explore some stories surround-
ing haunted houses at the Gov-
ernor's Academy from the 18th 
century to the present. Most 
of the stories derive directly 
from the narratives from Ms. 
Slater and an essay from the 
February 8, 1941 edition of 
The Archon entitled Ghosts, 
Specters, and the Apparition.

Mansion House
Ghost: Governor Dummer 
himself
In 1715 at a housewarming in 
the newly built mansion, the 
Governor fulfilled one of his 
cherished ambitions when he 
rode his favorite white charger 
through the enormous front 
door and up the broad stair-
case to the second floor be-
fore the eyes of his admiring 
guests.  According to reliable 
reports, Governor Dummer 
repeats the spectacular ride 
when there are two moons in 
the month of August or on 
the night of the first full moon. 
According to one article from 
the Archon, "The ghostly ap-
pearance occurs sometime 
between twelve midnight and 
five o’clock in the morning. The 
Governor, attired in a brilliant 
uniform, sits proudly upon his 
beautiful horse, whose rich-

 Ghost: A girl named Elizabeth  
Elizabeth, supposedly the niece 
of an early headmaster, died 
during the winter. Her heart-
broken uncle prevented her 
body from being moved away 
from the house or buried in a 
proper grave. Instead, she was 
entombed in a sort of brick 
cavity in the basement of the 
building. When Perley Horne 
was headmaster, in the late 
1890's, Horne's aunt was vis-
iting Mansion House. A small 
girl in a white dress walked into 
the kitchen.  The aunt first as-
sumed it was a child from the 
neighborhood.  She then grew 
puzzled when the child did not 
respond to her greeting.  When 
the girl left the kitchen by pass-
ing through the wall rather 
than an open door, the terrified 
aunt left the premises imme-
diately and vowed never to re-
turn to the house.  It was only 
a couple of years later when 
the building was renovated for 
Mr. Horne that the remains 
of Elizabeth were discovered.

 Ghost: The Byfield specter
The Byfield specter made its ap-
pearance on Sunday afternoon, 
April 27, 1778, and was seen 
by a large number of natives. 
According to Deacon Cole-
man and Deacon Chute, two 
witnesses of the specter and 
stalwart worthies of the Byfield 
Parish Church, the specter was 
“a giant certainly not less and 
probably more than twenty feet 

This building, which is current-
ly home to Mr. Werner, Ms. 
Finch, and Ms. O'Connell, was 
originally a privately owned 
boarding house where students 
could rent a room and purchase 
meals. This was before our cur-
rent dormitory system that we 
have today. During this era, a 
young servant girl worked in 
the building, assisting the Hale 
family who owned the boarding 
house. As the story goes, this 
girl was climbing the back stairs 
with her arms filled with fire-
wood. She lost her footing, tum-
bled backwards down the stairs 
and died. For years, a number 
of residents of the building have 
reported hearing footsteps on 
the 3rd floor, even when no one 

Boynton

Ingham
People say that when the build-
ing is quiet, some have seen a 
mist traveling down the hallway. 
Witnesses have reported that it 
does not feel threatening at all. 
Speculation is that perhaps it 
comes from a young man in the 
early 1960's who took his own 
life during his sophomore year.

Morgan Tower

ly ornamented trappings glow 
with a luminosity of their 
own, filling the entrance hall 
with a warm, subdued light."

tall. ” It was clothed in a long 
robe of black material, which, 
unlike cloth, did not move 
with the motion of the figure, 
but remained perfectly still 
and undisturbed. The dread-
ful giant suddenly appeared 
by the Mansion House about 2 
o’clock on this beautiful, sunny 
Sunday afternoon. It was first 
seen by a number of Acad-
emy boys who fled in abject 
terror. The apparition strode 
from the Academy grounds 
towards the Byfield parish 
Church and finally vanished 
at the Byfield Parish Church.

could have been there. Others 
have seen the shadow of a per-
son in the 3rd floor window, 
when no such person was there.

Issue 2

 Morgan Tower is located just 
off the cross country trail on the 
bank of the Parker River.  Mr. 
Wann and his wife Bonnie Jean 
Wilbur are the current residents 
of the tower, which was built 
for Christiana Morgan in the 
1930’s. Christiana had a strong 

belief in mystical phenomena 
and she incorporated these be-
liefs into the features of the tow-
er.  Her beliefs often emerged 
as a result of visions she ex-
perienced while in a trance-
like state.  She created artwork 
based on these visions and she 
also shared them with friend 
and psychologist Carl Jung, 
who used them as a basis for his 
theories regarding the interpre-
tation of dreams.  Despite her 
connections to some interesting 
and powerful people, Christi-
ana appeared to be unhappy 
through much of her life.  She 
had a lover for many years, Har-
ry Murray, who cheated on her 
during the later years of their 
relationship, which brought 
Morgan much sorrow.  Murray 
blamed Morgan in part for his 
lack of success as a psycholo-
gist.  In 1967, while Morgan 
and Murray were vacationing in 
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the US Virgin Islands, she died 
of drowning in less than 2 feet 
of water. This raised suspicion, 
since throughout the summers 
she swam almost daily in the 
strong currents of the Parker 
River. Through the years, some 
residents of the Tower have re-
ported either seeing her ghost 
or feeling her presence in the 
building, which had been the 
place she most called home. 

The visitations of these 
ghosts, however, have 
become less frequent in 

recent years. It is probably be-

cause recent generations are 
less inclined to believe in these 
seemingly illusory and super-
stitious stories. The authenticity 
of these stories is beyond our 
discussion. However, as what 
Mr.Harold Curtis, a English 
and Latin teacher who taught 
in the Academy in the 1940s 
once noted about ghost stories 
“the stories must be taken and 
handed down from generation 
to generation for what they 
are worth; the proof must lie 
with those fortunate enough 
to be witnesses to the shadowy 
scenes.” Instead of discussing 

matter that transcends scien-
tific research and beyond the 
bounds of factual investigation, 
we should probably all look 
forward to the reappearance 
of these Govs ghosts. I person-
ally, would be very excited if I 
suddenly come upon a ghost-
ly figure gliding softly across 
the Mansion House lawn. 
 
Special thanks to Ms.Slater, 
Pesky Library librarians and 
Perkins dorm parents who 
provided tremendous help to 
the completion of this article.

(Mansion house postcard in 1907)

THE UNBE(E)LIEVABLE BEEHIVE MONITORING SYSTEM
Joonwoo Baik'18

Have you seen a big box 
set up in the middle 
of the field next to 

the Pesky Library? Many peo-
ple walk by without realizing 
what’s in there. Inside the box 
is an intricate system of sen-
sors and machines which ul-
timately make up a beehive 
monitoring system. Yet, there 
are no bees in it. So who set 
it up and why did they do it?
This beehive monitoring system 
was made this past summer by 
three seniors and an engineer-
ing teacher: Nathan Bargman, 
David Wilson, and Kyra Steck 
with the help of Mr. Soule. A 
beehive is where worker bees 
store their honey and feed 
themselves throughout the win-
ter when they cannot go outside 
to find food. The monitoring 
system collects data from the 
beehive such as the tempera-
ture and humidity inside and 
outside the beehive. That data 
is collected in order to track 
the colony’s progress--popula-
tion growth or honey produc-
tion-- during the summer. The 
data becomes crucial during 
the winter, because the colony 
tries to maintain a certain tem-
perature and humidity inside 
the hive. Once the trends in the 
hive show up, one can under-
stand better about the colony’s 
health-whether it's going to 
survive throughout the winter. 
The system’s main function is 
to obtain as much data as pos-
sible that will help people better 
understand the colony collapse 
syndrome which is a huge en-
vironmental problem today.
 Mr. Soule first came up 
with the idea to build a bee-
hive after reading an article 
in Meek magazine. The arti-
cle described how a company 
called Spark Fun Electronics 
created a monitoring system 

out of their beehive. Mr. Soule 
said, “I read that article and 
thought this is a great platform 
to collect any kind of envi-
ronmental data. And so then, 
when I discovered the school 
had a bee club, I approached 
the bee club a couple of dif-
ferent times about doing this.”
 Yet, it required much 
more effort to organize and 
execute his plans. “We then 
went to Ms. White and said ‘we 
would like to do this, but it's not 
going to fit the mold of a typi-
cal class; we can’t do it during 
school year.’” Furthermore, do-
ing this project during summer 
could’ve been prohibitive be-
cause not many students would 
have been free; however, Mr. 
Soule managed to reach three 
really amazing students: Kyra, 
Nathan, and David. It was a 
huge obligation, eight hours 
a day for seven fridays, but 
they still managed to build it.
 Mr. Soule first ap-
proached Nathan, an avid en-
gineering student. David and 
Kyra joined soon after. Nathan 
worked on load cells, weight, 
and calibration while David fo-
cused on data transmission like 
getting the data from the hive 
to a laptop and connecting it 
to wifi, so they could track the 
system anytime. Kyra was in 

charge of the solar panels that 
would power the monitoring 
system and documentation.
Many interesting things hap-
pened during the project. For 
Kyra, joining the project itself 
was an unexpected plan. “I was 
petting Juno and was talking to 
Mr. Soule. Mr. Soule was like 
‘Oh, you are in freshman bi-
ology. What are you doing for 
your final project?’ And I said 
‘I’m doing colony collapse dis-
order with bees.’ Then he said 
‘No way I’m actually doing a 
bee project this summer. You 
could be our bee expert.’ So he 
recruited me as a bee expert for 
the project,” said Kyra. Many 
technical issues also challenged 
the students. David recalled 
his struggle with multiplexers: 
“So, we had this problem where 
we had multiple sensors that 
shares same hardware address 
which was a problem because 
the way you communicate with 
the sensors you send something 
to the hardware address. So 
we had two temperature sen-
sors one outside the hive and 
one inside the hive, and they 
had the same address so they 
couldn’t point to which one 
you wanted to get data from so 
we had to get this thing called 
multiplexer which is basical-
ly a way to toggle which one 

you want to collect data from.” 
Nathan also had troubles with 
the scale and weight: “The load 
cells were really bad because we 
bought bathroom scales. Cause 
inside the bathroom scale there 
are load cells which are small 
cells that detect weight. We took 
them out and tried to fit them 
into our system but it didn’t re-
ally work at all so we had order 
whole new ones off the website.”
 The data collected by 
students can be used in many 
different areas. “The first most 
immediate level is probably 
bio class. So, you are learning 
about certain types of animals, 
and you have this wonderful re-
source where you can talk about 
animal behavior. Bees are fasci-
nating little creatures and quite 
remarkable,” said Mr. Soule. 
 Reflecting on this 
unique experience, all three 
students said they truly en-
joyed the process of building 
a beehive system. Kyra said, 
“I was able to learn about the 
topics that I'm completely in-
ept and incapable at, but also 
being able to contribute my 
humanities talent by writing an 
article about what we are do-
ing and handling the website, 
taking pictures and really just 
documenting.” David said, “It 
was lot of fun. I learned a lot of 

things including data transmis-
sion which I have never done 
before, working with micro-
controllers a lot.” Nathan said, 
“We went in not really knowing 
anything about it, Mr. Soule did 
not really teach us. There was a 
little bit of guidance, but it was 
mostly self-teaching, having to 
do research and call customer 
support, and in the end it was 
lot of work which paid off.” 
 The ultimate goal of 
the project is to engage more 
students in similar projects. 
The bees will be put in there 
during spring, and the hive will 
be placed somewhere remote 
off campus where there are no 
congregating students. The real 
beehive data will be collected 
after the graduation of the three 
seniors. “The whole point of us 
doing it was so other people 
can look at what we did and 
replicate (it),” said Nathan. Mr. 
Soule also said that he was will-
ing to do more summer projects 
like this with other students. 
 On a final note, all three 
of the students wanted to high-
light that there are no bees in the 
hive, so no one should be scared!
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LETTER TO MY DAUGHTER 
Maeve Corbett '18

Dear Daughter, 
 I love you and you are 

loved. I will tell you this a thou-
sand times and a thousand 
times more because the world 
will try to convince you that 
you are not worth this love. 
But you are. You are worth ev-
ery bit and much more than 
I could ever give you. The 
media will break down your 
body into little pieces so they 
are easier to consume, and 
you will be constantly told 
you are worth only your body. 
You will want to belittle who 
you are. And when you are 
told you are worth your body, 
and constantly see the bodies 
of so many other girls stolen 
away and broken and defiled, 
you will be scared. And you 
should be. Not because they 
can take any worth from you, 
but because they will try and 
they will take. They will take as 
much as they can. You should 
fear the people in your life 
when they brush off assault 
as nothing and you should 
fear when you yourself begin 
to think it is normal. Sexu-
al assault is not normal. Or it 
should not be. Because his-
torically women's bodies have 
been just one item in a long 
list of things men think they 
are entitled to pillage. And 
they have. For years and years 

they have taken what they 
wanted, by force, and then 
blamed the woman for letting 
them take it. Whores. Sluts. 
Using their words to keep us 
in a place where they can take, 
and take, and keep taking. But 
you are not to be taken from. 
Your body is sacred, not in the 
way that it must be kept pure, 
but that it is yours to do with 
how you please. It is yours. 
 I promise you that I 
will never let the words, “What 
were you wearing?” pass the 
sacred barrier of my lips. And 
know, that when I tug the hem 
of your skirt a little lower, or 
the neckline of your shirt a 
little higher, my hands do not 
shake from disdain or anger (if 
anger only then at the world), 
but from fear. Fear because I 
know how greedy eyes can be, 
and how easily greedy hands 
can follow. Their eyes will eat 
up every inch of skin they see 
and every inch they imagine 
in their heads. They will treat 
you like snow. The world will 
tell you you are snow. Beauti-
ful when white and sparkling 
and untouched. Pure. And so 
fun to trample. To conquer. 
They will cross your body with 
footprints and turn you into 
grey slush and tell you you 
are ugly, unnecessary, wrong. 
Even though they have made 

ONE PAGE AT A TIME
What is more satisfying, 

more delicious, more 
heartwarming, than the few 
seconds when you finally get 
to close and rest your sore eyes 
after typing the name of every 
single student at the school? 
 The moment when 
every Senior page is finished. 
 Although this glori-
ous moment hasn’t arrived 
yet, the 2018 yearbook team 
has been running strong so 
far. The 240 pages of the year-
book have been titled appro-
priately. After drawing endless 
rectangles on our laptops and 
downloading and upload-
ing hundreds of pictures, the 
Milestone editors have cre-
ated the templates for more 
than half of the yearbook. All 
we need to do now is wait for 
events to happen and for the 

pictures from some amaz-
ing student photographers. 
We have also designed the 
cover of the 2018 Milestone. 
After brainstorming ideas 
on color and style with Ms. 
Dominguez, this year’s year-
book advisor, and meeting 
with Kevin, the representative 
from the yearbook company, 
Walsworth, we have decided 
on this year’s cover and theme. 
The cover, with its unconven-
tional background color and 
images, will not look like any-
thing done before, but the edi-
tors certainly hope that this in-
novative cover would convey 
the energy of the Class of 2018. 
 Reflecting upon my 
own experience as a Milestone 
editor for the past two years, I 
realize how many strange (and 
sometimes trivial) skills I have 

gained; such as eyeballing two 
unaligned pictures, being able 
to read font-size 10 words on 
a laptop screen, and know-
ing many students’ afternoon 
activity. Sometimes, when I 
meet a student for the first 
time during the school year, I 
silently recognize their name 
from a sports team page I did 
on the Yearbook. Oh, you are 
the person whose last name’s 
two L’s I always forgot to type! 
 As amusing as these 
moments seem to me, I find 
them nice and sweet at the end 
of the day, since I can finally put 
a face to one of the hundreds 
of names that I have typed. 
 Maybe one of the big-
gest rewards for being an edi-
tor of the yearbook is getting 
to make these tiny discover-

ies while managing to stay 
focused in the swirl of lists, 
rectangles, blank pages, and 
deadlines. For all the hours 
and frustration that making 
a yearbook takes, there is side 
to this work that is warmly 
rewarding. It is a side that un-
veils itself every time I stretch 
my arms in front of a com-
pleted page, my legs numb 
but my ideas satisfied. How-
ever much I have to squint 
my eyes to battle with that one 
textbox that just won’t align 
with the others, the end re-
sult that the Milestone team 
produces in May is more 
glorious than anything else. 
 Which is probably 
why when a new student, 
flipping through last year’s 
yearbook, exclaimed, “The 
sport pages look like a sports 
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you this way. But you are not 
snow. But if you are snow, you 
are the kind that comes in a 
blizzard. That seems to slow 
the whole world with its beau-
ty and dampens harsh noises. 
You are snow only in the way 
that your beauty can blanket 
so much of the ugly in the 
world. 
 The world will tell you 
to be small, in your words 
and in your body. Do not be 
small. Be big. Take up as much 
space as you can. Take enough 
for you and for your body to 
stretch out. And then, if there 
is any left to take, take space 
for all the women who had it 
taken away. Your body will be 
the size that it is, and that is 
how it should be. You will be 
told how you should look and 
how you should act but there 
is no should when it comes to 
these things. 
 You will be instructed 
through the world’s vicious 
way of teaching to be conser-
vative, well mannered, and el-
egant. A lady. Do not be a slut. 
Do not be a whore. Do not be 
easy. But play too hard to get 
and you are a bitch. A tease. 
A prude. You will be taught 
to walk a tightrope over a cav-
ern of criticism, but you will 
find that the tightrope does 
not exist. But if you let your-

self fall, fall all the way down, 
you will fall through the cav-
ern. You will see these criti-
cisms for what they really are. 
Little wisps and whispers of 
mist that have no real hold on 
you against the full weight of 
your body. You will be told to 
be ladylike, because sexuality 
belongs to the opposite sex. 
But the first time I was cat-
called I was twelve years old. 
I was walking along a bridge 
with my mother wearing jean 
shorts and a brightly patterned 
t-shirt and my innocence like 
a halo around my head. This 
innocence did not discourage 
them from the loud and ugly 
things they yelled. I think it 
was part of the draw. Because 
men will tell you to be inno-
cent so they can smash away 
your innocence themselves. 
Be the first set of footprints 
through an untouched field of 
snow. But you are not snow. 
But if you are you are so deep 
that no one could run through 
you. A single step would find 
them up to their waist. Un-
able to move. Stuck. So strong 
and yet so beautiful. Because 
these two things are not mu-
tually exclusive. You can be 
strong with tears in your eyes 
and high heels on your feet. 
You can be strong and beau-
tiful with all the makeup on 

your face or none of it. Your 
body, however big, however 
small, with all of its curves, 
and straight lines, and angles, 
exudes as much strength, as 
much beauty, and commands 
as much respect as any other. 
You are just as much human. 
Your body and your mind are 
those of a human being. You 
are not snow. 

The Editors want to thank 
Maeve for allowing us to re-
print her chapel talk from 
Sep. 20th.

magazine,” I grinned. After 
thanking that unconscious 
compliment, I continue to 
stay motivated every time I 
stare back at those 120 se-
nior folders smirking cour-
teously in my Google Drive. 

 This year's Mile-
stone team is made up of  
Heewon Youn '19, Ash-
ley Qiao '19, Leo Lin '21

Holly Zheng '18
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EDITORIAL(S) FOR 
HALLOWEEN ISSUE:

Nicole An '18

So it is Halloween 
season again. I can 

already close my eyes 
and see twenty Wonder 
Women walking side by 
side on Oct. 31st, or a 
trail of mini real life car-
toon characters knock-
ing on every door they 
can find.
    We are not even 
afraid of ghosts any-
more. We human beings 
are arming ourselves 
with the latest technol-
ogy with maximum 
confidence. We intui-
tively believe that what 
we see is the truth, that 
what we fail to see shall 
not be considered “real” 
or worth the reverence. 
Come on, don’t we make 
10-dollar Dracula cos-
tumes and fluffy spiders? 
If Count Dracula lived 
to see today, he would 
be so offended that he 
would probably bury his 
head under his black vel-
vet embroidered cloak, 
sniffing the smell of his 
customized perfume to 
ensure his last bit of de-
cency. If he ever dared 
to sneak out of his castle 
on Halloween, he would 
likely run into a bunch 

YOU ALWAYS HAVE A CHOICE!
Gloomy Editorial: Cheerful Editorial:

of kids holding plastic 
pumpkin lanterns asking 
for candy. Now, Count 
Dracula, what are you 
going to do? Bite their 
little necks? No. Kids 
are too aggressive now-
adays. Maybe you can 
fly away? That won’t 
work. These little devils 
would grab the corner of 
your cloak and scream 
to maintain their high 
blood sugar level. Why 
are we so enthusiastic 
about dressing up any-
way? To hide away from 
who we are? To attract 
another human being? 
Or just simply getting 
something to do to keep 
our hands busy? Or it is 
the enthusiasm around 
the topic of death--the 
subject that we have all 
been avoiding for our 
lifetime! 
Ah, so gloomy! Ah, Hal-
loween!
(The editor is feeling sick 
about her passive POV 
on this well-loved hol-
iday, so she decides to 
sit back and swallow her 
upcoming words. But 
she left you guys a pic-
ture.)

So it is Halloween 
season again! I can 

already smell the excite-
ment in the air. After re-
ceiving dozens of emails 
on apple picking and 
pumpkin spiced latte, I 
feel truly grateful for the 
chance to celebrate such 
a unique holiday. Fan-
cy masks, colorful cos-
tumes, and meticulous-
ly decorated lawns are 
just bonus points of this 
long-celebrated festival. 
One interesting part of 
Halloween is that we 
have the opportunity of 
becoming someone (or 
technically, something) 
else. This is a chance 
for people to turn their 
imagination into reality 
without being regulated 
by social norms. Actu-
ally, the cosplay culture 
in Japan is more or less 
similar. It seems that be-

coming someone we are 
not can create tempo-
rary excitement around 
the globe.
    It is also a great 
opportunity for peo-
ple in one communi-
ty to bond. When kids 
walk around in the 
dark in their cute cos-
tumes with little lights 
in their hands, deer-like 
eyes wide-opened, who 
wouldn’t feel the neigh-
borly warmth associated 
with nostalgic feelings? 
Sitting around the fire 
pit, remembering the 
not-so-spooky stories 
our grandparents used 
to tell us again and again 
when we were kids, one 
may find the true gem 
that lies under the tradi-
tions of Halloween.

HARVEY WEINSTEIN’S
 DOUBLE LIFE

Eric Miller '18

Harvey Weinstein, 
co-founder of Mi-

ramax and the co-chair-
man of the Weinstein 
Company, has made a 
name for himself, pro-
ducing classic works 
like Pulp Fiction, Kill 
Bill, and The Lord of the 
Rings series. Just recent-

ly, the super-producer 
has returned to the spot-
light through sexual ha-
rassment claims. 
In 2014, Emily Nestor, 
a temporary employee 
at The Weinstein Com-
pany, claims she was 
told by Mr. Weinstein 
that her career could 
be greatly boosted if 
she accepted his sexu-
al requests. Similarly, 

award-winning actress 
Ashley Judd alleges that 
twenty years ago, Wein-
stein had invited her to 
a meeting she believed 
was strictly business-re-
lated. Instead, Weinstein 
brought her to a room 
at the Peninsula Beverly 
Hills hotel. Wearing only 

a bathrobe, he provided 
her with a choice be-
tween giving him a mas-
sage and watching him 
shower. 
Almost thirty years 
worth of similar allega-
tions against Mr. Wein-
stein have been uncov-
ered, and he has reached 
settlements with eight 
of the women who have 
made these claims-some 

of which go into the 
hundreds of thousands 
of dollars.
Weinstein is currently 
taking a leave of absence 
from his eponymous 
company, issuing a pub-
lic apology on Thursday, 
and announcing plans 
for a movie about Pres-
ident Trump. Further-
more, he declared mul-
tiple efforts to redesign 
company policies and 
culture to be more sen-
sitive to issues of work-
place harassment and 

created a $5 million fund 
for scholarships to aspir-
ing female film directors 
at USC.
At Governor’s this fall, 
we have been focused 
on the issues surround-
ing unwanted sexual 
advances. Mr. Weinstein 
used his position to pres-
sure women to perform 
unwanted sexual acts, 
plain and simple. With 

his repetitive practice of 
denigrating and abusing 
women, Mr. Weinstein 
has joined the ranks of 
so many others who have 
let us down--success-
ful people who we held 
as role models, until we 
found that they abused 
their power at the ex-
pense of others. Similar-
ly, many Gov’s students 
will find themselves in 
positions of great power 
and responsibility. What 
I am tasking every mem-
ber of Governor’s to do 

is to speak up and fight, 
no matter their possi-
ble future position in a 
company, organization, 
or government, in the 
face of sexual assault 
and harassment. 

October 31, 2017 
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CAPTAINS' SECTION
Luis Verdi:
Q: This is your last year as a 
Govs XC runner--any reflec-
tions?
 
I'm going to miss running for 
Govs a lot. I've met so many 
awesome people on the cross 
country team and have had a 
lot of good times being a part of 
such a tight-knit group. A lot of 
people think that cross country 
is a very individual sport but I 
personally think we might be 
one of the closest teams on cam-
pus because of how much we 
have to push each other to keep 
going and that's something I'm 
going to miss next year. 

close group to go back to every 
day, especially during their first 
few weeks of school. 

Danielle Page:
Q: This is your last year as a 
Govs XC runner--any reflec-
tions?

When I think of Govs in the fall 
I think of cross country season. 
This team has been my heart 
and soul for four years, and I 
can’t imagine my govs journey 
without it. I think cross country 
is a very unique sport in that it 
takes running, something usu-
ally thought of as individual, 
and creates a team, or in my 
case a family. I will miss the 
people most.

Q: What do you expect from 
junior, sophomore, and fresh-
men runners?

From runners of all grades I 
expect them to come in, work 
hard, and have fun. As long as 
you put in the work and stick 
with it, you can see a lot of re-
sults really quickly. The grade 
doesn’t matter for expectations 
as much as whether someone is 
new or returning to the team. 
We expect the newer runners 

to have some bumps along the 
way as it is a learning curve, but 
2nd or 3rd year runners should 
know and respect the ropes, 
and be willing to dive in.

Becka Schwartz:
Q: This is your last year as a 
Govs XC runner--any reflec-
tions?

A lot of people think that cross 
country isn’t about teamwork. 
But I can easily say I’ve learned 
more about supporting and 
being there for my peers and 
teammates than anywhere else.  
Cross country teaches you how 
to overcome obstacles mentally 
and physically and pushes you 
to your limit. I don’t think any 
individual runner would be as 
physically and mentally trained 
as we are without the whole 
team. 

Q: What do you expect from 
junior, sophomore, and fresh-
men runners?

The girls' team is looking really 
good this year.  I think the fu-
ture of the girls team is really 
promising for the coming years.  

Ken Minamoto:
Q: This is your last year as a 
Govs XC runner--any reflec-
tions?

As a senior runner, it still amaz-
es me how fast the four seasons 
went. I can still remember my 
first meet as a freshman, and as 
I look back at my times from 
years past, I am surprised at 
how much I improved during 
my time here. Meets are the 
main events during the season, 
but I have had unforgettable 
practices as well. That shows 

how much a team sport cross 
country is and how tight-knit 
our team has been, not just this 
year, but past years as well. 

Q: What do you expect from 
junior, sophomore, and fresh-
men runners?

I can only talk for the boys' 
team, but our underclassmen 
runners are incredibly capable 
of leading the team in years to 
come. They are also extremely 
hard-working, and I know that 
they are able to improve their 
times in future seasons. One 
of the team's strengths are run-
ning in packs, and although we 
might not be the fastest team, 
we can have one of the best 
packs. Our current runners are 
especially important in leading 
the team and guiding the new 
runners in future seasons. 

SPORTS

Q: What do you expect from 
junior, sophomore, and fresh-
men runners?

The one big thing I want to keep 
going for the team once I leave 
here is the family aspect of it. 
Everyone is so close and that's 
something that I think makes 
the team so special. All I ask 
of the runners who come back 
next year is that they keep that 
going and make sure anyone 
who joins the team feels wel-
come because the best thing 
someone new can have is a 

COACH'S SECTION
CROSS COUNTRY

Q&A WITH COACH KELLY
What are your thoughts on 
this year's cross-country 
team?

I'm always excited about a 
new team and a new season.  
It is fun and exciting to wel-
come returning runners back 
to pre-season, and also to re-
unite with non-pre-season 
runners.  And when the new 
runners join us, it's great how 
the team welcomes them and 
makes them feel part of the 
team right away.

Any impressive performanc-
es by students so far?

Yes, there have been, but I 

don't like to single out runners 
unless the whole team is pres-
ent.  Really, they all deserve 
credit for having the courage 
to train hard and then take the 
starting line each week.  Do-
ing that is not easy, and they 
face that with courage and 
good spirits.

What challenges have you 
faced?

We've had our share of inju-
ries and illnesses this season, 
and the teams have stepped 
us to meet those challenges.  
It is impressive to see a team 
step up its performance when 
a teammate is hurt or has to 

drop out of a race.   

Do you have any messages to 
seniors and freshmen run-
ners? 

Seniors: thanks for running 
with us for one, two, three, or 
four years.  I hope you have 
enjoyed your experience as 
much as we have enjoyed hav-
ing you with us.  Make the 
most of your season.
Freshmen (and sophomores 
and juniors, too): Take things 
one day at a time and enjoy 
each practice for what it is.  
Time spent with your team-
mates is irrecoverable, so 
cherish that, too.  And keep in 

mind that with hard work and 
dedication, you can achieve 
great things in this sport.

What brings you back to 
coach the team every year? 
What do you enjoy the most 
about coaching?

I enjoy running myself, so it 
makes sense to me to try to 
share what I have learned from 
it over the years with others.  I 
think I enjoy watching every-
one work toward a common 
goal and improve on their way 
to achieve it.  It is also satis-
fying to see the relationships 
that teammates form over a 
season and seasons. 
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INTERVIEW WITH COACH O'LEARY

October 31, 2017 

FOOTBALL

What are your thoughts on 
this year’s football team?

I am very excited about this 
year's team.  We have great 
leadership from our captains 
and veteran players.  We have 
started 2-0 and have beaten 
two teams that we have had 
trouble with in the last two 
years.( Brooks, Milton) I feel 
that we will need to continue 
to improve each and every 
week.  The ISL top football 
league is very competitive and 
each week any team can win.  
The players are very tight and 
work extremely hard each day 
on their skills.  

Do you think there’s a reason 
why the team is smaller this 
year? 

Our roster is certainly small-
er than it was in past years.  I 
feel as though sports special-
ization has put a dent in our 
game.  It is very important es-
pecially at our school to push 
kids to be multi sport ath-
letes.  Kids sometime do not 
realize the benefits of playing 
other sports and how much 
improvement as an overall 
athlete can be achieved. Often 
times I hear kids say, " I don't 
want to get hurt for my main 
sport". I totally disagree with 
this theory or thought.  Great 
athletes do not ever think of 

injury in fact they thrive on 
competition at the highest 
level.  The vast majority of 
professional athletes grew up 
playing multiple sports.

Does it seem like other ISL 
football teams are small this 
year?

The bigger schools in the ISL 
have not seen a difference in 
size to their roster.  Schools 
that view football as one of 
their major sports such as St 
Sebestians, Milton, Belmont 
Hill, Lawrence Academy will 
always have large numbers on 
their roster.

In light of all the media cov-
erage on concussions, how 
do you feel about the future 
of the overall high school 
football program?

I feel the game of football 
has changed throughout the 
years.  There was major con-
cern about concussions and 
other injuries covered in the 
media.  Teams have limited 
the amount of contact in prac-
tice and also have really taken 
the time to teach the correct 
form of tackling and blocking. 
I have always been conscious 
of the amount of hitting my 
team does during the week.  
Often times we do not even 
dress in full equipment  and 

spend more time preparing 
with non-contact drills.

What do you miss the most 
about Mr. Searles?

We truly miss Coach Searles 
this year. He was our special 
teams coach and worked with 
the receiver group.  Coach 
Searles is someone everyone 
looked up to and respected.  
He is a very smart man with 
a lot of years of knowledge in 
our game.  We could always 
count on coach Searles to 
fire the team up in times that 
they needed a boost in ener-
gy or motivation. Our team 
seemed to always respond to 
his speeches.
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The fall drama tech team 
has set themselves the 

challenge of creating a the-
ater behind the curtain on the 
main stage in Bergmann The-
ater. Theatrical playing spac-
es are traditionally arranged 
as proscenium, thrust and 
very rarely in the round. Tech 
wanted to solve the creative 
problem of making a set for a 
play performed in the round.  
The fall actors are working on 
a show called Independence by 
Lee Blessing which takes place 
in one room in a house in In-
dependence, Iowa in the early 
1980’s so it looked like it might 
work. The tech team and the 

acting ensemble believe it will 
and are toiling enthusiastical-
ly to be ready to perform it on 
the second weekend in No-
vember. Because seating will 
be limited and in the round, 
an extra performance has 
been added on Saturday af-
ternoon. Independence will be 
performed Friday November 
10th at 8:00 pm and Saturday 
November 11th at 4:00 pm 
and 8:00pm. 

The acting ensemble is made 
up of Susa List ’19, Annabelle 
Svahn ’20, Melina Robertson 
’20 and Lily Zhao ’21.

LIMITED SEAT-
ING AROUND 
FALL DRAMA

AN INTERVIEW WITH THE ROOKS
The Rooks visited cam-

pus just a few days back 
and performed a couple of 
their hit songs in the student 
center. They were able to sit 
down with us before their 
performance, and we thought 
that this was a great opportu-
nity to interview them. 

How did you guys first meet 
each other?

So, the original band met at 
Wesleyan University (Middle-
town, Connecticut), and we 
all played a bunch of differ-
ent projects together for the 
college. And then, we were 
graduating from school. We 
wanted to have something we 
could leave the school with. 
So, there were six of us--orig-
inally--and we formed this 
band called The Rooks. We 
started writing and record-
ing music, and then we all 
moved—slowly one by one--
to New York City. There were 
three of us who were still in 
the original line-up, and then 
we have added on people; 
we’ve had a rotating cast of 
people to fill in the rest of the 
band.
Why did you choose to be a 
R&B/Soul/Pop Band? Were 

all of you interested in this 
genre?

When we were all still in col-
lege, we were involved in like 
a Motown soul kind of band. 
And I think that a lot of our 
sound--now--has been in-
formed by kind of taking the 
sound we had back then and 
updating it a little bit. Over 
the years, we’ve experimented 
with some jazzy sounds and 
some more outright soul and 
pop sounds. And then, slowly 
I think we started to exper-
iment more with R&B, and 
we always had an indie vibe 
as well. Each one of us has a 
different musical background. 
If you were to look on our 
apple devices, you would see 
that we have many different 
influences (rock, R&B, pop 
etc.). So, we just do our best 
to meld them and combine 
them in ways that are still 
coherent.

How long does it take you to 
write and release a song?

Some of them come really 
fast-like literally in a day. 
There are others that have 
taken half a year to a year to 
five years. We release music 

variously. 

Do you guys write a song 
through pure trial and error, 
or do you follow a more 
theoretical strategy when 
writing music?

Yes…...  I think that all of 
those things have been ways 
that we have written songs 
before. We have at times 
gotten into a room, and then 
people just play whatever 
(people take turns ad-libbing 
and improvising a groove and 
some notes come about). The 
song can take different shapes 
as it passes through peo-
ple’s hands. So, I think more 
recently the latter is how we 
have brought new material 
into the group, but we have 
experienced all different 
kinds of writing techniques.

Why “The Rooks”?

It was the least offensive 
option of all the names we 
had. Honestly, there were a 
lot of different meetings and 
a lot of lists of names, and a 
lot of them were stupid. We 
had a show coming up, so we 

needed a name. We’ll just call 
ourselves this for now, and if 
we want to change it we will 
change it later.

Out of all the songs you have 
written, which one is your 
favorite? (Enjoyed to play, 
enjoyed to write etc.)

That’s a tough question, and 
I need a minute. First of all, 

what are all our songs? I don’t 
remember. I don’t remem-
ber if I can remember all the 
songs tonight. I’m going to 
say ……… I like “Secrets” 
which is on Wired, and I just 
remember Spencer playing 
it for me, and I immediately 
thought it would be a great fit 
for me and the group. It just 
worked immediately.
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Young Black Girl
Leonelys Oloughlin '18

young

black 

girl 

feels a lot like opportunities you won't have 

blonde hair you can't touch 

blue eyes you'll never see through 

places on a map you can not pin

and inherited shackles on my ankles 

and no matter how fast I try to run

I will never catch up 

because the race was never mine to begin with 

but rather for the race 

with the power to erase 

my identity 

no matter what I accomplish 

I will always be

young

black 

girl 

so 

I'm not special 

I'm not human 

I'm not real

And they are right, I'm not

I'm magic

because with grace and pride

I ran past 

the judgement rooted in hatred

the stereotypes sculpted by bias

and the disbelievers bathed in white privilege 

Can you believe 

a 

young 

black 

girl 

climbed to see the world through blue eyes?

series RECOMMENDATION-Halloween special
Nicole An '18

Penny Dreadful
Created by John Logan

     Located in Victorian London,  mys-
terious woman Vanessa Ives explores  
many unexplainable events involving 
Dr. Frankenstein, werewolves, vampires, 
immortals, and witches.

Bates Motel
Created by Cuse, Cipriano, and Ehrin

     "When his father dies, Norman 
Bates and his mother open a hotel. 
But Norman's precarious mental state 
drives them down a dark and violent 
path"

--Netflix

Bonus Movie: Eden Lake
Directed by James Watkins

   This is truly horrifying. Find out why 
by watching the movie yourself. (The 
editor is not feeling lazy here, she just 
couldn't find the right words to de-
scribe her feelings after watching it.)

Melina Robertson '20In 1954 U.S Marshal 
Teddy Daniels and 

his partner Chuck Aule 
travel to Shutter Island, 
home to Ashecliffe 
Hospital for the crim-
inally insane. They are 
called to investigate the 
disappearance of patient 
Rachel Solando, com-
mitted for the drowning 
of her three children. 
What Daniels has not 
told Aule is that he has 
other motives in taking 
the case; his wife was 
killed two years prior 
in a fire set by Andrew 

Laeddis, now incarcer-
ated at Ashcliffe. The 
initial setup is that of a 
locked-room mystery: a 
woman escapes a seem-
ingly inescapable room, 
and disappears from an 
island without a boat 
or resources. When a 
code left in the missing 
woman’s room leads 
them to believe that 
there is another, unre-
corded patient on the 
island, Daniels begins to 
suspect a larger conspir-
acy. As a hurricane hits 

the island and Daniels 
begins to learn more 
about the “treatments” 
patients are subject to, 
he begins to fear for not 
only the patients’, but his 
own life.
 Shutter Island is 
a page-turner in which 
Lehane successfully 
creates a tense and 
suspenseful atmosphere. 
However, at times the 
novel can be somewhat 
confusing, and aspects 
of it seem unbelievable 
and overplayed. The 

Stranger Things
Created by The Duffer Brothers

     In Hawkins, Indiana in the 1980s, a group 
of people were investigating the disappear-
ance of a young boy. There are also super-
natural events occurring around the town 
including the appearance of a psychokinetic 
girl who helps the missing boy's friends in 
their own search. 

Book Review: Shutter Island by Dennis Lehane
twist ending is unex-
pected and successfully 
ties up the novel, while 
still leaving some emo-
tional and psychologi-
cal ambiguity. Overall, 
a good read, but one 
that requires a willing 
suspension of disbelief.
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A MOVIE REVIEW OF SPIRITED AWAY
Jin Zhu '18

Is it the Oscar winning ani-
mated film? Is it the best rat-

ed animation on IMDB? Is it 
still the box office record holder 
in Japan? Master piece of Ha-
yao Miyazaki, Spirited Away is 
a milestone of modern anima-
tion. 
 The plot does not pale 
by comparison to any magi-
cal realism literature. Drawing 
allusions from Japanese folk-
lore, paintings, and his friend’s 
daughter, Miyazaki mingled 
creativity and reality together. 
Chihiro, a 10 years old girl, wan-
ders into an abandoned amuse-
ment park with her parents. 
As night falls, that fantasyland 
turns into a nightmare; Chihi-
ro’s parents turn into snorting 
pigs after feasting on chickens, 
and Chihiro has to rescue her 
parents from the ruler Yubaba, 
the large-headed sorceress who 
owns a elaborate bathhouse 
for spirits. With the assistance 
of Haku--the handsome ap-
prentice of Yubaba-- Chihiro 
eventually starts to work on 
the worst job in the bathhouse. 
Brave and incorruptible, she 
eventually returns Haku’s favor 
by reestablishing his indepen-
dence from Yubaba which leads 
to the eventual emancipation 
of Chihiro’s parents. Stretching 
over two hours, Spirited Away 
is warped, dark and satisfying 
all at the same time.
 The creativity in the 

film surpasses other mov-
ies in my opinion. The land 
of the spirit is filled with frog 
and catfish managers, leaping 
green head of monks, and an 
herb grinder with eight hands. 
Also, Yubaba is capable of turn-
ing into a crow, and Haku can 
transform into a dragon with 
white scales. All these uniquely 
Japanese elements allude to the 
broader cultural background, 
adding to the literary value of 
the story.
Furthermore, the liveliness of 
the magical creatures cannot be 
carried out without good crafts-
manship, which the Ghibli Stu-
dio possesses. The details--the 
pattern on the vase, the shadow 
on the door lock, the scales on 

the dragon, and the wrinkles 
on Yubaba’s huge face--are uti-
lized meticulously through-
out the film, with virtually no 
omission. The coloring, shad-
ing and saturation create such 
harmony, allowing the scenery 
to move smoothly—the pass-
ing vehicle rustling the leaves, 
the wind caressing the turf, and 
the sun setting near the train 
station. The fluidity of the en-
tire film is phenomenal, despite 
the fact that Ghibli Studio hand 
sketched more than 90 percent 
of the images. 
 However, all these 
techniques couldn’t have guar-
anteed the quality of the film; 
after all, many well painted 
animations still put older au-

diences to sleep in the cinema. 
Spirited Away, however, holds 
the attention of all age groups. 
While younger viewers get to 
appreciate the adventurous sto-
ry and the adorable figures in 
the movie, adults are capable 
of discovering its artistic val-
ue. The movie is, upon careful 
inspection, extremely satiri-
cal and dark. Just 20 minutes 
into the film, Chihiro’s curious 
and gluttonous parents have 
turn into pigs, leaving Chihiro 
a helpless little girl. Through-
out Chihiro’s time in the ghost 
land, all of the spirits, with 
the exception of Haku, refuse 
to help her, fearing to enrage 
Yubaba. Additionally, Yubaba 
offers Chihiro the nastiest job 

in the bathhouse and considers 
that mercy. Nonetheless, when 
No Face, another spirit capable 
of creating gold, arrives in the 
bathhouse, everyone carries 
out dishes of food and rushes 
to him. With symbols like food 
and gold, Miyazaki illustrated 
the cynicism and materialism 
involved in the bathhouse in-
dustry.
 Battling against the ob-
noxious and unfamiliar bath-
house, Chihiro remains caring 
and resilient. She instills those 
around her with a new sense 
of morals. She washes the mud 
out of the tainted river spir-
it, leaving him light and clean. 
She saves No Face from turn-
ing into a gluttony monster and 
finds him a home eventually. 
She saves Haku from a curse 
and reminds him of his true 
name—the identity that Yubaba 
takes away in order to control 
him. Finally, Chihiro identifies 
her parents from a whole pen of 
pigs and, thus, saves them.
 Good animation is de-
fined by all its elements—the 
plot, the drawings and its abili-
ty to resonate with audiences of 
all ages. Winning the approval 
from all around the world, Spir-
ited Away, the best animated 
film made by one of the most 
prestigious studios, has become 
the definition of high quality.

FEAR NO MORE

Ninth grade was hard. I 
struggled with adjusting 

to increased school work and 
adapting socially. I remember 
after my first week on campus 
I wanted to go back to my old 
school and be with my old 
friends. I feared being looked 
down upon because I was 
younger than the upperclass-
men. I felt that whatever I did 
was scrutinized and mocked. 
I barely ate during lunch and 
dinner because I was too 
self-conscious standing in the 
line alone. It took me most 
of the year and a couple of 
dropped cups and bowls to fi-
nally realize that no one cared 
about what I did and how I 
acted. I feel like I missed out 
on opportunities to meet new 

people or try something new. 
Sadly, I will never be able to 
have that chance again--to be 
a high school freshman and 
have the amazing experience 
Govs offered me. New students, 

Do what you want. Do not feel 
like you cannot try something 
because you’re afraid to fail 
or embarrass yourself. I wish 
I knew this before entering 
Govs because I regret miss-
ing out on some opportuni-
ties. The bright side is, come 
Sophomore year, you will 
find yourself enjoying school 
much more.

William Nekoroski '20



CHILL(IN)TERVIEW
Rose Robinson '20

This year, for every issue of the news-
paper I’ll be conducting two inter-

views; one with a staff/faculty member 
and one with a member of the student 
body. What makes these interviews 
chill? These two people are randomly 
selected. By random, I mean I walk into 
the dining hall when I feel like it and 
interview who ever is there and who-
ever doesn’t look too busy. I also make 
up these questions about ten minutes 
before I have the first interview. Some 
of the questions are silly, some of them 
go deeper. They are “chill” questions be-
cause these are conversational topics. 
They’re the  kinds of things you some-
how find yourself engaging in conversa-
tion with your friends about, or think-
ing about in the shower. I want to share 
the voices of people in the community, 
whether they are ones we hear often or 
not often enough. I want to break down 
some barriers to learn things about peo-
ple I wouldn’t learn otherwise and to in-
vite the paper’s readers to do the same. 
Maybe you’ll find that someone in here 
seems pretty chill. 
This issue’s questions slowly transition 
into a Halloween theme…

 Recently, I approached Del-
aney Bashaw and Lilly Armstrong, 
both members of the junior class, in 
the dining hall. They were kind enough 
to pause their conversation over hot 
chocolate to have a ~double~ inter-
view with me. I’m just hoping I didn’t 
mix up their answers (but I’m pretty 
sure this is right).

What musical artist would write the 
soundtrack to your life?
D: Selena Gomez
L: Umm… sure.
D: Put that down for both of us (laugh-
ing).
Do you have a favorite or lucky num-
ber? 
L: Thirteen.
D: Twenty-four
And why are those your favorite or 
lucky numbers?
L: Well I was born on the thirteenth… 
Friday the thirteenth… kinda crazy 
(laughing).
D: That’s just… I don’t know… My sib-
lings and I have just always picked that 
number for our jerseys and stuff.
What language do you wish you spoke 
fluently? 
D: Chinese so that I could pass Chinese 

class right now (laughing). 
L: Spanish.
Why do you wish you spoke Spanish?
L: Because I feel like it’s the most widely 
used besides English around here...It’d 
be helpful sometimes.
How do you feel about going to the 
dentist?
L: I hate it.
D: I like it… it’s fine
L: It’s the worst thing ever…
D: Really? (laughing)
L: Yeah, like I used to cry when I was lit-
tle and my parents would make me go to 
the dentist.
Do you think you would survive the 
zombie apocalypse? 
D: Maybe…
L:  A solid maybe (both laughing)... It 
depends on where it was.
D: Yeah.
What is the scariest movie you’ve ever 
seen?
L: I just watched It that was pretty scary.
D: Probably The Exorcist… that one was 
scary. I don’t love horror movies.
If you could dress your pet (or dream 
pet) up in any costume, what would it 
be?
(lots of consideration)
D: I don’t know… Maybe one of those 
bumble bee costumes… you know 
those? Those look really cute on pets.
L: Yeah, I don’t know. I feel like anything 
with the little ears
D: Animals dressed up like other ani-
mals is just cute. (laughing)
L: Yeah, or dressed up as people things… 
like princesses or something… some-
thing that’s not for dogs.
What was your favorite childhood 
Halloween costume?
D: Oh geez… I was a lady bug once that 
was probably my favorite.
L: One time my mom made me and my 
brother Mr. and Mrs. Potato Head cos-
tumes
D: (laughing) That’s so funny.
That’s really cute
D: I don’t know, I was Where’s Waldo 
one Halloween and that one was pretty 
good.
L: (laughing)
Do you believe in ghosts?
D: (immediately) yes.
L: No.
D: Really?
Do you have any stories to back that 
up?
L: I mean, I’ve heard things and people 
have been like ‘oh my god that’s a ghost’ 
but I don’t believe it.
D: There’s a chair that we have in our 
house that’s from my nanna, my nanna 
used to have it, and I sit on it sometimes 
and I can just, like, smell her. Like it’s 
strange.
What is the best Halloween memory 
you have? 
L: I remember one year it was snowing 
and all of our neighbors came over… so 

that was really different for halloween.. 
And we went out to trick or treat but a 
branch had fallen in the middle of the 
street so we just stayed inside and played 
games and it was really fun.
D: Yeah, I think we had a snow day after 
halloween one time.
L: Really?
D: Yeah I think so, I don’t know… Yeah 
that’s because one year it was like hurri-
cane… it was hurricane--
L: Yeah it was probably the same year.
D: Yeah it probably was the same year...
wow.

 Today, I awkwardly ap-
proached a faculty-occupied table in 
the dining hall and asked Mr. Brace for 
an interview. Although another facul-
ty member initially told him to simply 
answer “no” for everything, he kindly 
let me interview him in the quiet space 
of Phillips. 

What musical artist would write the 
soundtrack to your life?
Ooh, what musical artist; that is a tough-
ie… I could early Stones, but more con-
temporary would be… it would be… 
Colin from Men at Work… Colin Hay.
Do you have a favorite or lucky num-
ber?
Seven. I always go to seven.
Why is it your favorite?
I think it’s because you know when I was 
a kid you just never heard it, so when 
someone asked me a question of any-
thing, I would just say seven.
I like that.
What language do you wish you spoke 
fluently?  
Italian. I wish I could do that.
And why do you wish you could speak 
Italian?
Because I just bought a house there… 
and I spend a lot of my summers there. 
I rely a lot on my old Spanish from high 
school. But yeah, I’m hoping that once 
I’m there more often I’ll pick it up be-
cause I’m lousy at learning a language in 
classrooms. I’m much better when I’m 
actually there.
How do you feel about going to the 
dentist?
(whispers) I haven’t been to the dentist 
in a long, long time… It never really 

freaked me out at all it’s just something 
that I never make an appointment for. 
It doesn’t scare me, I just need to make 
myself do it… But it’s been a loong time 
since I’ve been to the dentist.
Do you think you would survive the 
zombie apocalypse? 
(immediately) Well I’ve been thinking 
about some of the best places on cam-
pus to get to because I assume it’s gonna 
happen while I’m here… and well my 
apartment’s awful because it has those 
big windows right on the ground floor.
Yeah.
And so I’m thinking maybe the field 
house because the field house has solar 
energy, so you could actually hook into 
that. It’s got a small little living area that 
actually used to be an apartment on 
campus; now it’s storage… but it’s got 
thing’s that could work. The trouble is 
it’s so big… I’d think I would do okay 
with the zombie apocalypse; I watch a 
lot of movies… I know what to do and 
what not to do.
(Mr. Brace put a lot of thought into his 
answer.)
What is the scariest movie you’ve ever 
seen?
The scariest one I ever saw was actually 
one that I saw when I was just really re-
ally young, but it’s called The Dead Don’t 
Die. It’s really not that scary, I saw it lat-
er and it’s not scary at all. But for recent 
films, like The Silence of the Lambs, ya 
know, like psycho-thrillers that can be 
kind of creepy… Although I did see the 
new version of It and that had some nice 
and scary parts.
If you could dress your pet (or dream 
pet) up in any costume, what would it 
be?
I don’t dress Yellow Dog up in costumes! 
I guess I’d dress her up as either a lum-
berjack or a princess; one of the two.
What was your favorite childhood 
Halloween costume?
Actually, I never did Halloween as a kid. 
We lived in the middle of nowhere so 
there was really nowhere to go for trick 
or treating… We carved pumpkins and 
things like that… lots of pumpkin seeds, 
but we never dressed up. 
Do you believe in ghosts?
Hmm… Do I believe in ghosts… I be-
lieve there are more things in heaven 
and earth than are dreamt of in your 
philosophy… That’s a Hamlet line… so 
I don’t disbelieve in them; I haven’t met 
one yet, but you know we’re all made 
of energy. I can’t see why that energy 
couldn’t transform into something else.
What is the best Halloween memory 
you have? 
One year that the ice froze over, we had a 
huge ice skating party out at my house… 
big bonfire, hot cocoa, and a lot of my 
friends came out for it. And they dressed 
up, I just didn’t dress up… but that was 
fun… see I do have Halloween memo-
ries.


